MANY lawyers would agree that studying law is tough. Imagine doing it by correspondence, while living in a small country town, working full time and raising four young children. 
Mentor Noor Blumer spent eight years balancing home and work life while studying for her degree in Griffith. After growing up in Perth, Noor went to live in Griffith, New South Wales, which was the home town of her husband, Mark. Noor completed her law studies through what is now called the Legal Practice Admissions Board and joined her husband’s firm, Cater & Blumer, working primarily in criminal law, family law and litigation. 
Seven years later the family moved to Canberra, where Noor managed a personal injury firm. Noor said she saw the worst side of practice during her years at the firm. “It was a debacle,” Noor said.
“One firm had taken over another and there were various problems with how this occurred, not enough experienced lawyers to handle the work and many unhappy clients.” 
After 2 years, Noor, and her husband Mark took over the remaining files and formed Blumers Personal Injury Lawyers. 
At the suggestion of one of her employees, Noor joined the Young Lawyers mentor list. She said there was an informal understanding among lawyers to look after each other and she had a network of people to call upon when she was faced with an ethical issue. 
“It might be conduct of your client, your opposition, or even if you’ve just been yelled at in court and need to debrief,” she said. 
Noor remembers the thrill and  terror of running her own court cases as a young lawyer in Griffith. At first, she missed the camaraderie of the Griffith legal fraternity. 
“It was a bit of a shock, coming to Canberra and not having that support anymore, but over the past few years I have made many valued friends in the Canberra

legal community” she said. 
Noor said that she always encouraged young lawyers to get involved in their law societies and other associations.
 “I tell them to meet other lawyers so that when you get into court it’s not just a face at the other end of the bar table, it’s someone you know,” she said. 
“If you take the trouble to get to know your fellow legal practitioners then every court is a country town!”
 Noor said young lawyers should accept that the occasional mistake is “inevitable.” She said early on in her  career she miscalculated the division of assets in a family law matter, by $5000. She identified the mistake herself. Her firm had to make up the sum out of its own pocket. “It’s important to deal with a mistake as soon as you make it, tell your supervisor, tell someone! It’s never as bad as you think and can usually be fixed by early and wise action”
Noor balances her work, family and mentoring commitments with her work with the Australian Women Lawyers.
 “I have had many opportunities to mentor young lawyers through the Women Lawyers network” she said.
* If you have something you would like to discuss with Noor Blumer, call her 02 6208 2600 or email noor@blumers.com.au, or make an appointment to meet her. All discussions will be treated in the strictest of confidence.
