
        

Mr Gordon Ramsay MLA   Copy FYI: 
ACT Attorney-General   Mr Shane Rattenbury, Minister for Justice/Corrections 
Legislative Assembly    Legislative Assembly 
PO Box 1020     PO Box 1020 
CANBERRA ACT 2601   CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Dear AG 

Now that the case is finished, Civil Liberties Australia asks you to hold a public inquiry into all 
aspects of the handling of David Eastman matters to analyse what was done well, and what was not 
done well, to prevent a recurrence of the miscarriage of justice and extraordinary cost of the saga. 

It is more than 30 years since police first interviewed him over the shooting murder of Assistant 
AFP Commissioner Colin Winchester on 10 January 1989. In that time, Eastman suffered about 19 
years of wrongful imprisonment, and ACT taxpayers expended an estimated $40m, including a 
recent $7m compensation award to Eastman. 

Winchester’s murderer has not been charged, which is a serious failure of the police, legal and 
justice system in ACT. An inquiry is needed to find out what went wrong, and why, and how it can 
be prevented from happening again. 

To not hold an inquiry would be to waste the opportunity to critically analyse all aspects of 
probably the most and best and most widely reported wrongful conviction case in Australia since 
that of Lindy Chamberlain in 1980. Learnings from the Chamberlain case continue to inform 
police, legal and other practices in Australia. 

We urge you to make the inquiry open and transparent. We believe it should cover from police 
investigation practices and behaviour, through forensic and other expert witnesses, and the 
handling of the matter by the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions. The inquiry should also 
examine aspects of the trial(s), secondary ‘right to appeal’ provisions, sentencing options in the 
ACT, and Eastman’s treatment in prison in NSW and the ACT. We believe the inquiry should also 
examine media and public coverage of the ‘Eastman affair’ to see whether there are lessons to be 
learned in those areas as well. 

CLA believes such a full inquiry is necessary to learn from the mistakes and misjudgements 
obviously made in the case to prevent a similar disaster in future, particularly in the ACT but also 
nationwide. 

Yours truly, 

Dr Kristine Klugman OAM      Australia Day 2020 
President
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