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CLA lodges solutions sub
for Bell Royal Commission
post-Bondi

Civil Liberties Australia has
lodge a 10-page submission
aiming to provide nation building
solutions for the Bell Royal
Commission into antisemitism
and social cohesion to
recommend to the Australian
government this month.

The submission concentrates on the obvious need to
rebuild social cohesion in Australia, based on people

knowing their rights and responsibilities and acting on
both sides of the citizen coin.

Crucially, the submission proposes a nationwide civics
education program over decades while empowering
people to hold governments and bureaucracies to
account under a human rights act (bill of rights) for the
first time in Australia.

One major outcome of CLA’s proposal would be to
restore trust in government, tarnished severely over
decades by inflicting gross political and public mistakes
on people as occurred under Robodebt (see later) and
the COVID pandemic wholly unreasonable restrictions
on people’s freedoms.

CLA has suggested that the Royal Commissioner
Virginia Bell (photo) recommends its solution to the
government in her 30 April interim report so that work
can begin on key elements immediately. Bell’s complete
report is not due until 14 December.

If you would like to read the CLA submission to the Bell
RC, go to: https://www.cla.asn.au/News/cla-outlines-
answers-for-bells-bondi-rc/

What CLA says is the core task ahead

The submission is premised on restoring social cohesion
and trust in governments as the main and urgent task
facing the nation.

“For the individual, social cohesion means feeling affinity
and empathy with other people in the community, caring
about how other people are faring, and believing that
everyone has equal rights,” CLA advises Commissioner
Bell.

“(It) means individuals accepting that everybody in
society has the same rights and responsibilities and
therefore society tolerates different ways of living, and
different cultures, religions and practices.

“Societies with higher levels of social cohesion are
healthier, more resilient to external shocks, and
experience greater economic growth,” it quotes the UN’s
Economic Commission for Europe as saying. (UNECE is
the body setting out norms, standards and conventions
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to facilitate international cooperation within and outside
Europe).

“Governments cannot threaten their way to social
cohesion and sustainability,” CLA says.

“As the Universal Declaration of Human Rights makes
clear, it is achieved by the consistent protection and
promotion of human rights. See UDHR Article 8 and in
particular Article 10.

Basic foundations outlined

For this every nation needs a human rights act (or Bill of
Rights) that includes a means to consistently protect,
promote and enforce those rights through a disinterested
tribunal to ensure that:

* all citizens will be treated equally — by politicians,
by government, by the departments of state and
the bureaucracy; and

* all citizens have the opportunity to hold decision
makers accountable for any restrictions placed
on their human rights.

From there, a nation needs a constant and consistent
civics education system that day-by-day educates
people towards social cohesion so that the benefits can
flow to and across all elements of society.

“Civics education without the foundation of a human
rights act is just propaganda,” CLA points out.

How NOT to think about social cohesion

The submission, under the heading WHAT won’t work,
says:

“Declining social cohesion will not be fixed by more
draconian black letter law or punitive regulations, by
increased power to police or security services, or by
more widespread surveillance.

“Hearts and minds must change to create a better
national culture.”

In detailed tables and charts, CLA points out that trust in
governments is way down, and people don’f feel safe
and secure like they used to.

For example, the submission quotes The Lowy Institute
survey of September 2025, three months before the
Bondi Beach massacre, which showed feelings of safety
had dropped to 51%. Lowy noted “a striking contrast to
the high watermark of 2010 (92% overall levels of
safety).”

Other charts show trust in the criminal legal system has
dropped 6% in 10 years.

Trust in governments in steep decline

More worrying still, CLA says in its submission, is that
the proportion of people expressing confidence in the
national government went from 62.5% in 2010 to 49% in
2024, according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics in
a September 2025 report.

The OECD reported on 10 July 2024 that many
Australians feel that the current political system does not
let people like them have a say. That group of people
tend to trust the federal government 52 percentage
points less than those who feel they have political voice.
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“This trust gap is larger than the 47 points gap on
average across OECD countries”. — OECD Survey on
Drivers of Trust in Public Institutions 2024 Results -
Country Notes: Australia.

Quoting the Edelman 25th anniversary edition of its Trust
Barometer, released in 2025, CLA says most people feel
grievances against the government.

In Australia, 62% have a moderate or high sense
of grievance, which is defined by a belief that
government and business make their lives
harder and serve narrow interests, and wealthy
people benefit unfairly from the system. —
Edelman 2025

The submission says it is alarming that Edelman found
nearly 1 in 3 Australians approve of hostile activism:
“Hostile and anti-social personal activism is more
acceptable now: 31% of Australians support at least one
or more of:

+ attacking people online,

+ intentionally spreading disinformation,

+ threatening or committing violence,

+ damaging public or private property
as legitimate tools to drive change forward.

The sentiment increases to 50% of people (1 in 2) for
Australians aged 18-34. In other words, public sentiment
will only get more hateful and violent as the population
ages over the next 20 years or so...unless changing
attitudes becomes a matter of major priority for
governments, starting in the very near future, CLA has
submitted to Royal Commissioner Virginia Bell.

What some people have said about CLA’s
submission to the Bondi Beach-antisemitism RC:

Looks very good and well researched.

Very very good.

A power of work has gone into that submission
Good submission.

Concise and easy to understand. Congratulations
on your research and dedication.

Top Aussie says tide has
turned: propaganda no
longer ‘bought’

The nation’s best Aussie in
2021, Grace Tame (photo:
Tame Foundation), said last
month that there was a
“disconnect” between the
“values of everyday voters and
desires of influential
powerbrokers”, which was placing the Australian
government and some media outlets out of step with the
people.

“The tide of public consciousness has turned in
Australia,” she said. “The game is up; we don’t buy the
propaganda anymore.” https:/tinyurl.com/mr422vy3
CLA has addressed these issues in its submission to the
Royal Commission, pointing out that citizens want to feel
engaged with society and they want their group rights,

Civil Liberties Australia www.cla.asn.au

such as to protest, and individual rights, such as free
speech, to be protected by a ‘bill of rights’. There are no
such protections for Australians in federal law.

What the OECD says about social cohesion

The OECD working definition of “social cohesion”
describes an ongoing process:

“A cohesive society works towards the well-being of all
its members, fights exclusion and marginalisation,
creates a sense of belonging, promotes trust and offers
its members the opportunity of upward mobility.”

— https://scanloninstitute.org.au/research/mapping-
social-cohesion/what-is-social-cohesion

FOl is a pillar for other human rights freedoms

The Albanese Government last month dumped its own
Freedom Of Information (FOI) secrecy bill, according to
Rex Patrick of the Whistleblower Justice Fund.

“Labor moved to discharge the FOI Amendment Bill
2025 from the Senate — which means it’s off the agenda
and no longer a threat,” the former Senator said.

“Labor didn't dump this Bill because it suddenly saw the
light, but because it was heading for defeat. With the
Liberals, Greens, and independents preparing to unite
against it in the Senate, the government chose retreat
over political embarrassment.”

Patrick warns that the government plans to try again with
new draft FOI laws, and warns ongoing vigilance against
future proposals is needed.

“When governments choose secrecy, it is truth-tellers
who pay the price for exposing wrongdoing,” he says.

Special: ROBODEBT — The wrap-up

OK, that’s it then: nothing to see here — no politician or
public servant was guilty or should be publicly blamed
or charged over Robodebt.

That’s how the National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) ruled last month.

Robodebt was the nickname for an automated
government scheme which incorrectly demanded
welfare recipients pay back benefits. People received
letters saying they owed thousands of dollars in debt,
based on an incorrect algorithm calculation which it was
illegal for the government to use.

Young Australians paid with their lives (several
reportedly committed suicide); the government
traumatised hundreds of thousands of vulnerable people
and their relatives over four years. The pain lasted from
2016 to 2020, then lingered for another six years through
probe after probe into what went wrong.

Now all Australians have been NACCered...again. The
agency developing a reputation as Australia’s most
incompetent, headed by possibly the worst-outcome
investigatory lawyer in national history*, Paul Brereton,
has dudded us once more.

His NACC has “exonerated” former Prime Minister Scott
Morrison, the politician who as Social Service minister
introduced the Robodebt scheme. He was able to say
last month that : “The NACC findings therefore
validate...my conduct on this matter.”
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So now he and the other Ministers with paws all over this
national fraud and incompetence disaster will probably
claim equivalent “innocence”. As well as Morrison, those
people include PMs Tony Abbott and Malcolm Turnbull,
ministers Marisa Payne, Christian Porter, Stuart Robert,
Alan Tudge and Michael Keenan.

What Robodebt did to Australians: it cost the nation
more than $2.4 billion dollars in real cash compensation.
The government issued 500,000 or so illegal debt
notices to citizens, sometimes at the rate of 20,000 a
week.

About 1.5m Australians, the wrongly accused and their
families, suffered gross angst, and physical and mental
ailments inflicted illegally by their government and public
servants.

* Brereton’s track record

There were six Senate inquiries and a Royal
Commission into Robodebt.

The RC recommended that a secret section of its report
be acted on by the NACC investigating certain people
over their behaviour to decide whether corruption
charges should be laid against them.

Berereton is “responsible” for first refusing for the NACC
to undertake the Robodebt inquiry into the failures of the
these named ministers and public servants. Eventually,
someone else was appointed to handle the inquiry.

During his time in charge of NACC so far, Brereton has
been found guilty of officer misconduct twice.

Before heading NACC, he had taken years to investigate
alleged homicides by ADF special forces in Afghanistan.
He produced a report, the findings of which could not be
used to lay the charges found to be needed.

His whole legal inquiry process had to be started from
scratch, again, because of the way the then Supreme
Court judge and Major General in the ADF had done the
interviewing.

Still today, findings by Brereton remain untested in
courts: former soldiers who are alleged murderers are
walking the streets of Australia freely, enjoying military
decorations they should not have.

Brereton himself was made an AO for “his exceptional
service to the Australian Army”.

‘Specious nonsense’ is
NACC'’s free pass, stay out of
jail card

Columnist Jack Waterford summed
up the “acquittal” by the NACC
commissioner, Kiley Kilgour
(photo), who was tasked with
cleaning up the remains of the dirty
washing over Robodebt.

She investigated the last six

miscreants, names kept secret for six years, whose
doubtful dealings remained covered up in a sealed
section of a Royal Commission report.

She found none of them should face charges, even
though the RC ruled that they may have acted corruptly.
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She found four did not act corruptly. Two did, she said,
but criminal charges could not be proved, in her
judgement, so it was no use taking action against them.

And so Robodebt finally destroyed the trust most citizens
used to have in Australian governments, politicians and
the bureaucracy being accountable to the people.

Waterford wrote:

“...reasoning of the sort she has applied is a ground for
doubting Kilgour's every conclusion. Her reasoning is
specious and it is nonsense.

“No prime minister, or judge, or senior public servant
gets a free pass of the sort she is offering. Nor should
they.

“If this is a sample of the credulity of NACC
commissioners, or their understanding of human nature
even among the very great and good, it would be better
if we abolish the commission now and replace it with an
effective one, including one committed to operating in
public.

“Kiley Kilgour, whose background is in the Victorian anti-
corruption agency, which like the NACC never finds
much corruption,” Waterford wrote in the Canberra
Times and Pearls and Irritations.

Robodebt: The aim

Morrison and Payne first announcement said the
automated debt recovery scheme would recoup $1.5
billion of overpaid “dole” payments.

The government early on was planning to expand
Robodebt to aged and disability pensions to extract
another $1 billion in repayments based on the
government’s illegal calculations.

Instead of saving money, Robodebt cost the government
$2.4 billion in actual cash. The cost of the trauma to the
nation was at least that much again.

Robodebt: What the judge said:

Federal court judge Bernard Murphy described
Robodebt as a "shameful chapter in the administration of
the commonwealth" and "a massive failure of public
administration”.

Senate inquiries found that the Robodebt scheme had
"indiscriminately targeted some of Australia’s most
vulnerable people. The Senate had been hindered in
producing its final report due to “entrenched resistance
and opacity" from ministers and departments.”

When six public servants were referred to the NACC for
investigation in 2023, NACC boss Brereton wanted to let
them off without further investigation. When 1200 people
complained, NACC was forced to to investigate after
Brereton was found to have a “close association” with
one of the six, a situation described as apprehended
bias: that’s when it is thought the decision-maker may
not be impartial because of a relationship, for example.

No-one was ever sacked

Commissioner Gordon de Brouwer apologised on behalf
of the public service for the failures found through the
Australian Public Service Commission’s Robodebt
inquiry.
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At least a dozen current and former senior public
servants involved in the unlawful Robodebt scheme
breached their code of conduct, including former
department bosses Kathryn Campbell and Renee Leon.
(Leon denied the findings against her, saying she acted
to correct errors as soon as she possibly could have:
she’s now vice-chancellor of Charles Sturt University)

Sixteen public servants were referred to the public
service commissioner for investigation

Among the 97 breaches found were failures to behave
honestly and with integrity, failure to act with care and
diligence, providing false or misleading information in
response to an official request and failure to uphold
public service values.

Minister for the Public Service and Finance Minister,
Katy Gallagher, said the Robodebt scheme was one of
the worst failures in the history of the public service, and
thanked de Brouwer for a "fair" and "robust" inquiry.

"Some former departmental secretaries and public
servants made mistakes, showed a lack of care,
diligence, integrity, and leadership and they are being
held to account for the part they played in the Robodebt
failure," she said.

No they weren’t, CLA says, and they haven'’t been
subsequently. Nobody was properly held to account to
anywhere near the level of wrong they inflicted on the
people. The politicians involved escaped public sanction
entirely. https://tinyurl.com/2t68e4ua

ENDS Robodebt

Lab suspension rings alarm bells for forensics

The suspension of accreditation at the Tasmanian
government’s seed testing lab is the predictable result of
chronic understaffing, the Community and Public Sector
Union has said.

Even more importantly, observers warn, it is the ringing
of alarm bells for the state’s forensic science laboratory,
and for association autopsy and mortuary services in
Tasmania.

The Forensic Science Service Tasmania breaks all the
“rules” about independent forensic advice, because it is
a branch of Tasmania Police, reporting to the Police
Commissioner. As well, it does not hold the NATA
accreditation required of a high quality forensic facility.

The Tasmanian Seed Services Laboratory at Mt
Pleasant is operated by the Department of Natural
Resources and Environment to carry out purity and
germination tests on grasses, grains and small seeds. It
controls biosecurity by ensuring the safety of imported
and exported agricultural produce to and from the island.

CPSU General Secretary Thirza White said the lab had
been operating at well under half of optimal staffing
levels for more than a year. Government and
management knew that its accreditation by the
International Seed Testing Association was at risk if
urgent action was not taken. After the suspension, seed
for testing will have to go interstate, creating delays,
added costs and uncertainty, the Hobart Mercury
reported. — 11 March 2025, article by David Killick
(behind paywall) https://tinyurl.com/mrxrurk5
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Alleged Crown incompetents
brief MPs ahead of ‘debate’

Tasmania’s Legislative Council
debate on whether the state should
establish a Commission of Inquiry
into Susan Neill-Fraser’s conviction
for the murder of Bob Chappell has
been postponed indefinitely.

Why the delay? The postponement follows special
briefings by people representing SNF — and by Crown
entities — to MPs, allowing MPs and others to consider
what the briefings have revealed.

“The briefings raised further questions, particularly in
relation to disclosure by the Crown,” Mike Gaffney
(photo) said in informing the Upper House about the
reason for the delay.

When tabling the motion for debate late in 2025, Gaffney
had said the SNF case was “arguably one of Australia’s
most dangerous convictions”. He had earlier tabled
independent reports into the case.

The motion was to be debated on 24 March 2026 to take
into account “the body of evidence and material that has
emerged since the conviction”.

Two major reports have been tabled in the parliament’s
upper house, researched and reported by former
barrister Hugh Selby and former Hobart lawyer and
Integrity Commission CEQO Barbara Etter APM.

They make a convincing set of arguments that SNF has
not yet received justice from the Tasmanian courts, or
the High Court of Australia.

Adversarial court processes produce wrong
result, supporters claim

The Commission of Inquiry call in the Upper House is to
allow for independent investigation of matters: the
adversarial nature of the courts have let SNF down, her
supporters say. An inquiry would produce better ‘truth’.

Strangely, CLA believes, the briefers of MPs included
legal representatives of the Crown, including the
Department of Justice, the Office of the Director of
Public Prosecutions and Tasmanian Police (which
agency includes their “captive” forensic experts who
claim a false “independence”, an impossible concept
when they report to the Police Commissioner as head of
their department).

It seems strange, and even undemocratic, if claims of a
major miscarriage are made, that representatives of the
Crown allegedly responsible for the miscarriage would
be involved in private briefings before a public hearing...
unless they have made mea culpa admissions.

The Crown has long held held to itself — and failed to
disclose in courtsor even under FOI requests, known as
RTI in Tasmania — potential evidence collected for the
case.

If the briefings have actually unearthed other material
that the Crown has failed to disclose as it is obliged to
do, then SNF may be entitled to a new trial, followed by
a nolle prosequi decision (where the DPP declines to
hold another trial) or a straight out acquittal.

CLArion newsletter, 1 April 2026 — 4


https://tinyurl.com/2t68e4ua
https://tinyurl.com/mrxrurk5

SNF should be acquitted, like Cardinal Pell was

In 2021, Sue Neill-Fraser’s second appeal in Tasmania’s
court of appeal ruled 2-1 against her. Her backers point
out that was the same split in the Victorian appeal court
decision relating to Cardinal Pell, in which case the High
Court of Australia eventually ruled 7-0 in his favour, and
acquitted him.

SNF supporters say that the High Court, which has twice
refused leave for SNF to appeal, would be legally bound
to find 7-0 in her favour if only the court would consider
the documented abominations and legal farce that was
the original trial.

Even one of the two convicting appeal court judges said
SNF’s trial contained exaggeration and hyperbole by the
prosecutor. In other parts of Australia, that behaviour
alone — if permitted to stand without correction by the
judge, as it was in her case — would cause a mandatory
retrial.

No new date has been set for the debate.

SNF freedom restricted further

Note: Sue Neill-Fraser is on parole after serving 13
years in Risdon Prison. She has about seven years to go
before her sentence is fully served.

Currently she is appealing in the Tasmanian Supreme
Court what are “brand new” parole board conditions that
she is not to speak to even family or friends or her
support group claiming that she is innocent, and is
forbidden from even answering questions asked by the
media. She has asserted her innocence for 17 years so
far, since the day she was arrested and charged in 2009.

The appeal contention is that imposing such new parole
conditions three years after she was granted parole —
and released with a formal set of parole conditions in
place — is beyond the powers of the board.

The Tasmania Parliament has been asked by MLC Meg
Webb to pass a Human Rights Act: if Tasmania had one,
it would be a perfect mechanism to examine what
freedom of personal conscience and expression, and
what free speech, a paroled prisoner is entitled to.

State leads nation in untimely denial of justice

Some 64% of major criminal cases in Tasmania wait at
least two years to get into Tasmania’s court system — the
longest wait for justice in Australia, according to
independent MP David O’Byrne.

A technology overhaul promised six years ago is not fully
implemented, and now the government has appointed a
former NSW and NT Director of Public Prosecutions to
see how corners can be cut to speed up the justice
project. Lloyd Babb has invited hurried submissions from
all and sundry to try to come up with workable solutions.

He will be told that tenders for the “Justice Connect
digital transformation” program opened in 2018. The
$24.5m cost has since blown out to $36.4m, and the
“transformation” is not yet finished.

Mr O’Byrne said Tasmania had the worst court backlog
in Australia. “At June 2025, there were 916 criminal
cases pending in the Supreme Court, with 424 cases
older than 12 months and 159 older than two years.
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“There was a 169 per cent increase in the number of
cases withdrawn by the DPP in 2024-25, presumably as
a result of the backlog,” O’Byrne said. — David Killick,
Mercury Hobart, behind paywall.

Never mind the slowness and slackness in Tasmania,
CLA has long criticised the quality of the “justice”
delivered in the Supreme Court and in the coronial
jurisdiction. The wrongful conviction of Sue Neill-Fraser
is a police, DPP and judicial disaster, and the findings by
the coroner in the Eden Westbrook case — aided by a
pedophile police officer — are beyond comprehension.

Court’s annual report reveals skewed caseload

Criminal lodgements in the Supreme Court’s caseload in
Queensland are made up of drug offences (76%),
followed by assault (4%), weapons and explosives
offences (4%) and sexual offences (4%).

About 77% of cases were resolved by guilty pleas.

Homicide (murder, manslaughter)comprised 2% of
offences (114 charges in 2024-2025, in contrast to 136 in
2023-2024). They do not usually involve guilty pleas.

During the reporting year the number of criminal trials
increased by 70%, and the duration of the trials
increased, by 42% (from an average of 5.2 days to 7.4
days). — Supreme Court of Queenslandl Annual Report
2024-25.

Queensland admitted 1150 new lawyers to the legal
profession during the year at 10 ceremonial sittings of
the court. The court says the caseload is increasing, and
a rising tide of cases in the magistrates court will lead to
clogged Supreme Court lists unless new judges are
appointed.

Two questions arise, CLA believes: does admitting new
lawyers inevitably lead to more legal dispute? And does
the Crisafulli government crusade for harsher law and
order legislation, rules, bail conditions and sentencing
inevitably mean more cases and costs for the courts, the
prisons and the poor Queensland taxpayers?

The other major issue that CLA raises is that new
approaches to drug crimes are vital if the state’s courts
are not to be overwhelmed. Why are there so many drug
charges? Is it because catching druggies is easy for
police, whereas reducing the scourge of domestic
violence is hard for them?

By the way, Queensland has just abandoned its
specialist domestic violence policing system.

Christians, you have a right to not kill yourself

NT Attorney-General Marie-Clare Boothby’s recent claim
that the Country Liberal Party introduced what was then
called the Rights of the Terminally Ill legislation 31 years
ago was inaccurate, ignorant
and an “embarrassment for the
government”.

So said Marshall Perron (photo),
the man who introduced the
private members’ bill which
eventually passed 13-12 on a
conscience vote (with 9 of 12
against it being CLP members).
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NT AG Boothby had boasted “30 years ago, the CLP led
the nation by introducing the rights of the terminally ill”.
She will introduce a new Voluntary Assisted Dying law to
the NT Parliament in 2026.

The earlier NT law, then the first in Australia allowing
Voluntary Assisted Dying, was over-ruled for the NT and
the ACT by federal Christian religious zealots led by the
now-dead MHR Kevin Andrews.

Shortly before Andrews died, his dastardly abuse of
power in the federal parliament — cravenly inflicting his
will on the citizens of the two territories but not on the
states, because he couldn’t — was overturned, and his
home state was eventually the first in Australia to
introduce VAD.

However, NT Christian wowsers are now again trying to
restrict the wider availability of the VAD laws to penalise
people who want them by asking the AG to insert
unnecessary and restrictive clauses involving longer wait
times and proscriptions about the “degree” of iliness.

Why Christians cannot turn the other cheek, as they are
urged to do by their teachings, and let others choose
how they follow their own consciences, is a religious
mystery.

Instead the Christians want to inflict their religious
prejudices on others...one of those instances of religious
intolerance that is above the pay grade of CLA
philosophers to explain.

Quite clearly, Christians are free to NOT kill themselves
if they wish. It is their right to abstain, CLA believes: we
will fight for them to retain that right. — from the NT
Independent, 23 March 2026 (behind paywall).

BRIEFS

Time to review prison practices panoptically

There are, on average, 15,154 strip-searches in
Australian prisons every month: a tiny 0.58% reveal
contraband items, the Human Rights Law Centre said
last month. Sohini Mehta, a senior lawyer at the HRLC,
said that strip-searches should be replaced with less
invasive screenings such as using full body scanning
technology, which is widely available, as well as and
trauma-informed and culturally informed screenings.
CLA believes believes most searches are superfluous,
and aimed at humiliation, particularly of First Nations
people. In fact, a whole range of customary prison
practices should be reviewed panoptically, and be
brought into the 21st century. https://tinyurl.com/
2du5n35h

Kirby is a library clogger: should he be curbed?

The nation’s chief judge, Stephen Gageler, said recently
that “the library of the High Court of Australia has
recently undertaken a project of creating a database that
captures the extra-judicial papers and speeches of all
current and former High Court judges. The average
number of papers and speeches of a High Court judge
captured in the data base is fewer than 50. The number
for Michael Kirby is 1948.” Gageler was launching ‘Law,
justice and other challenges : selected speeches and
papers of Michael Kirby’, edited by Dr Paul Vout KC.
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https://tinyurl.com/2rr7cfab ISBN: 9781760025373, 728
pages, $180, The Federation Press, 2025 https:/

tinyurl.com/3ms9hzyv
‘Antagonist’ appointed to legal aid board

The Liberal National party government has sacked and
replaced all Labor-appointed members of the Legal Aid
Queensland board. Attorney General Deb Frecklington
has appointed Darren Robinson, a Townsville lawyer and
former police officer, as one of its newly-chosen “right”
types to sit on such a board. In the Federal Court,
Robinson was described as a “principal antagonist” in
events before and after the 2004 death in custody on
Palm Island of Mulrunji Doomadgee, which led to rioting
in the island community., Wikipedia says Senior
Sergeant Chris Hurley, charged over the death in
custody, was acquitted by a jury in June 2007. Hurley
medically retired from Queensland Police in 2017
following charges while serving as a police officer,
including assault and dangerous driving. https://
tinyurl.com/55nmpvf{3

LETTERS

Death to freedom?

One hundred and forty-eight little schoolgirls killed by the
Israeli or American missiles will never grow old enough
to wear the hijab. Is this really what freedom looks like to
Western military strategists? Remember the Vietnam
war? "We destroyed the village in order to save it”. —
David Perkins, Reid ACT. (Perkins asked in another
letter: “When will the self-deluding ‘free world’ wake up to
the reality that President Donald Trump is actually
insane?”).

...and more on Trump:

"I hit him because | thought he was going to hit me."
Wouldn't even hold up in a school playground. — Chris
Ryan, Kirrawee, NSW.

Human rights act now

Recent surveys have shown "...trust in institutions has
fallen...as cynicism towards authority and expertise has
increased" (Australian Strategic Policy Institute, 5
March). Further, young Australians have declining faith in
democracy: "...less than half express support for our
system of government" (ANU polling, 5 March). These
indications are extremely alarming for the health of our
democracy. Trust in governments would increase if
governments were held accountable. As part of an
ethical infrastructure, a national Human Rights Act would
empower ordinary people to demand a fair go.

The government has yet to respond to the May 2024
report of the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human
Rights which recommended a Human Rights Act. So did
the Australian Human Rights Commission report
Free+Equal in November 2023.

Public opinion surveys show 75% of Australians support
a national Human Rights Act (national poll, Amnesty
International Australia, Dec 2025).

So what is the government waiting for? We need a
national Human Rights Act now! — Dr Kristine Klugman
OAM, Fisher ACT.
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Australia's blind spot

“With regard to your article around social cohesion, |
believe that the current piecemeal reactive approach is
catastrophically flawed. What we desperately need in my
opinion is a coherent and comprehensive Bill of Rights
that provides for everyone in Australia of all cultural
backgrounds, races, religious or political beliefs,
sexuality or gender identity etc. We are the only Western
democracy without one? Why has it not been part of any
major political party’s agenda? Despite it being raised in
the past by a number of prominent academics, why has
it never really been part of the conversation in
Australia?’— Mark Dibblin: Your say: week beginning 16
March 2026, The Conversation.

Kite flying with RAAF E-7A Wedgetail AEW&C plane

Based on precedents and logistics, integration in an
operational command role under US CENTCOM
leadership would be the far more likely use of the
aircraft. Albanese claiming that we are not involved in
offensive operations against Iran appears to
underestimate the intelligence of his audience. — C.
Williams, Forrest ACT.

Excellence lost, as Oz fails to poach best scientists

Comment to CLA from a sector participant, about the
fact that Australia failed to spend the money it had
allocated last financial year to bring new research
scientists to Australia:

That'’s crazy! The Australian government should
have made a big pitch for US researchers in the
first year of Trump Il. An all too common, wasted
opportunity.

Civil Liberties Australia’s main activities —
March 2026

CLA made a robust submission to the Bell Royal
Commission on Anti-Semitism and Social Cohesion. The
submission was only weeks in final preparation. But it
has taken five years of campaigning for a human rights
act to be able to speak with confidence that key
elements of the solutions to the circumstances around
the Bondi Beach massacre are a ‘bill of rights’ and civics
education.

We have distributed the submission to selected media
people and a wide range of individuals and organisations
with whom CLA has held Human Rights Act discussions
over the past five years.

Meetings
Society of Friends (Quakers) group on HRA campaign

Barrister Simeon Beckett SC re campaign for a HRA,
and legal links to NZ contacts and their HRA, including
future trans-Tasman conferences

NTEU Union representatives — led by Sarah Denehy —re
a HRA

Zoom meeting with author, editor and journalist Julianne
Schultz re HRA campaign

Email with Elsa Sengstock, legal advisor to AG Tara

Cheyne, re second tranche of ACT HRA amendments:
these will complete the No Rights Without Remedy

Civil Liberties Australia www.cla.asn.au

ability for all ACT citizens to access both conciliation
and, if needed, a legal ruling by the ACT Civil &
Administrative Tribunal, ACAT. The model — of people’s
right to seek remedy for a human rights breach — forms
part of the proposed federal HRA.

Teams forum on Aboriginal Youth Detention (Amnesty)

Liaison with former President of the Australian Human
Rights Commission, Gillian Triggs AC, about a possible
new initiative supporting the HRA campaign.

Conferences/etc:

National HRA campaign manager Chris Stamford
attended the Progress 2026 conference in Melbourne,
representing CLA. He made numerous new contacts
from throughout Australia to follow up in disseminating
the message about the need for a national HRA.

Chris attended meetings of the national HRA reference
group, on which CLA is represented.

INTERNATIONAL

Human rights activist suffers acid attack

A prominent Indonesian human rights activist has been
attacked with acid on the streets of Jakarta.

Indonesian human rights organisation KontraS said that
its deputy coordinator Andrie Yunus was attacked with
acid late one night, leaving him with serious burns on his
hands, face, chest and near his eyes.

The statement said Yunus had just finished recording a
podcast titled Remilitarism and Judicial Review in
Indonesia at a legal aid office.

Yunus has been vocal about the return of the military
into civilian affairs in Indonesia. Many civil society
organisations in Indonesia are concerned about military
involvement in public affairs. https:/Ainyurl.com/

43vxn8j3

Pauline, soon 99,
fighting for the
rule of law

The oldest active
federal judge has
petitioned the US
Supreme Court to
lift her suspension {
from hearing new L b
cases. | HON. PAULINE NEWMAN =
Judge Pauline
Newman of the US
Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit will turn 99 on 20 June 2026.

The Federal Circuit’s judicial council suspended her from
hearing new cases in 2023 because she refused to
submit to medical evaluations over whether she suffered
from memory loss and confusion.

Newman argues that the suspension is the equivalent of
removing a federal judge, an action reserved for
Congress under its impeachment powers. Her benching
“threatens the principle of judicial independence and
may violate the separation of powers,” according to the
petition. https://tinyurl.com/239pzjns
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Editor accuses US of health’
neocolonialism on steroids’

The US government’s 2025 America First Global Health
Strategy is based on two propositions, according to the
sometimes controversial editor-in-chief of The Lancet
British publication, Richard Horton.

“First, that the global health system is broken, inefficient,
wasteful, and creates perverse incentives that
perpetuate those failures.

"Second, that advances in health will come not through
multilateral partnerships, but rather from stronger
bilateral relationships that aim explicitly to further the
interests of both countries.

“The US is implementing this vision through aggressive
memoranda of understanding (MOUs) that demand long-
term preferred access to a country's markets in return for
short-term foreign assistance —neocolonialism on
steroids.” — The Lancet medical journal, 28 Feb 2026

(paywall).
Poms plump for facial recognition

The British government Home
Secretary, Shabana Mahmood
(photo), has announced that facial
recognition will be rolled out
across the nation.

“This is no vague statement of
aspiration,” wrote author and
social commentator Alex
Klaushofer in the Spectator
Australia recently.

“Part of wider policing reforms and backed by the
promise of 50 more camera-topped vans, the Home
Secretary’s announcement signals the government’s
determination to make mass surveillance part of daily
life.

“Mass surveillance isn’t compatible with a healthy
society,” she said.

Mahmood — whose politics, though.a Labour minister are
ultra conservative — and the UK are engaged in a public
consultation “on new laws for using biometric
surveillance technologies by police and spooks.

“(This) is framed in ‘when did you start beating your
wife?’ terms,” Klaushofer says.

“It assumes that the people of a liberal democracy have
already consented to a national surveillance system
which will profoundly change the relationship between
state and citizen.”

Over the past year in England and Wales, police have
scanned the faces of more than seven million passers-
by. That is 7,000,000 innocent people scanned without
valid reason.

“The suspicion that government would like all public
space, indoor and outdoor, under continuous
surveillance is supported by a telling admission by the
Home Secretary,” Klaushofer said.

She quotes Mahmood as saying late last year that:
“When | was (minister for) justice, my ultimate vision for
that part of the criminal justice system was to achieve,
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by means of Al and technology, what Jeremy Bentham
tried to do with his Panopticon (centralised control jail).
That is that the eyes of the state can be on you at all

times.” https://tinyurl.com/yw3tvks5
International briefs

Tide turning, even at Mar-a-Lago

Democrats late last month won a Florida legislative
district that includes President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-
Lago estate in Palm Beach, pulling off another upset in a
state house election but this time one with obvious
symbolic power. Emily Gregory, a first-time candidate
with a public health background, became the latest
Democrat to win a special election and claim a
statehouse seat previously held by a Republican. Since
the 2024 presidential election, Democrats have flipped
more than two dozen seats in Republican or
battleground states — including ones in Arkansas and
New Hampshire earlier in March — while the
Republicans have not captured any Democratic seats.
NY Times, 24 March 2026 (behind paywall) https://
tinyurl.com/3tf7prya

New attacks worry Jewish communities
across Europe

Repeated attacks on Jewish institutions and property
across Europe last month are unnerving Jewish
communities, the NY Times has reported. A previously
unknown Islamist group has taken credit for attacks in
London, Belgium, the Netherlands and the latest,
burning of car in a Jewish neighbourhood in Antwerp,
Belgium. Among the targets were two Jewish schools,
an American bank and several ambulances run by a
Jewish charity. The group promised future attacks if
countries — particularly in Europe — did not distance
themselves “from all American and Zionist interests,
facilities, and what is affiliated with them.” https:/

tinyurl.com/3mr7x35d

DATES

1-2 April, Darwin: Fourth NT ‘Language and the Law’
conference of the the chief justice and judges of the NT
Supreme Court. Earlier versions held Darwin in 2012
and 2015, and in Alice Springs in 2019. For court
interpreters, judicial officers, legal practitioners, court
staff, police officers, corrections officers and other
persons who regularly deal with people for whom
English is not a first language over legal matters. Info:
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1295091

14-16 April, Canberra: State of the Pacific 2026, at
Coombs Theatre, ANU. Info:_https://tinyurl.com/mtwr8dzr

16 April, Brisbane: ‘Reds under the bed”. 75 years
since the Communist Party case, by former judge,Glenn
Martin AM for the Selden Society, Banco Court, 415
George St Brisbane. details: https://tinyurl.com/
39yamram

1-3 July, Wellington NZ: ANZSIL Annual Conference
2026 - Navigating Stormy Seas: People, Place and
Perspectives in International Law, Victoria Uni (with ANU
and the NZ Centre for Public Law). https://anzsil.org/
event-6442363
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20 May, online webinar: Do Australians enjoy a right to
protest? Former Prof Simon Rice, AssPro Maria
O’Sullivan and barrister Felicity Nagorcka. 5-6.30pm,
Human Rights Law Assn: https://tinyurl.com/3x5e3f5t

6 August, Brisbane: Domestic and family violence in
historical and contemporary perspective, presented by
Dr Andy Kaladelfos, Banco Court, 415 George St,
Selden Society for details: https:/tinyurl.com/39yamram
4-5 September, Queenstown NZ: World Bar
Conference, hosted by Australia and NZ, in association
with The International Council of Advocates and
Barristers (ICAB). Details: https://na.eventscloud.com/
website/93016/

21 Sept, World: International Day of Peace

20-23 October 2026, Hobart: 21st National Family Law
Conference. Hobart Convention and Exhibition Centre.
Details and registration:

10 Dec, World: International Human Rights Day

14-15 Dec, Miami USA: G20 meets

Election cycle for Australia:

2026 Victoria: 28 November 2026
2027: NSW: 27 March 2027
2028: NT: 26 August 2028
ACT: 21 October 2028
Queensland: 28 October 2028
FEDERAL: By mid-2028...but possibly
earlier
2029: WA: 10 March 2029
Tasmania: (probably) on 30 June 2029.
2030: South Australia: 16 March 2030

CLArion is the regular e-newsletter of Civil Liberties
Australia c/- 51 Ardlethan St FISHER ACT 2611
Australia. Responsibility for election comment in CLArion
is taken by CLA’s Public Officer, William Murray (‘Bill’)
Rowlings, of Fisher, ACT. Please feel free to report or
pass on items in CLArion, crediting CLA and/or any other
originating source. Contributions to:

Secretary(at)cla.asn.au Closing date for this issue was
26 March 2026.

As we are not a law firm, and are not licensed to
give legal advice, we do not deal with individual
legal or similar quasi-legal cases: prisoners and
others are advised we will not be responding to
letters or emails asking for help with appeals, for
legal advice, for recommendations of lawyers to
write to, pro bono services to consult, or similar
requests. We work to change laws rules and
anomalies for the generic benefit of all
Australians.

ENDS
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EXTRA

Definition of terrorism under review,
by UN and Australia

In Australia, the Independent National Security
Legislation Monitor, Jake Blight, is working up a new
definition of “terrorism”.

Why is this important? Because the definition underpins
the wholesale laws and security regulations introduced
to Australia as a result of the “9/11” aircraft attacks on
the USA. (And globally by the UN and all nations).

At the same time the UN’s special rapporteur on
terrorism, the Australian, Ben Saul, has been producing
a new version for the world. Here’s core of his proposal
to the UN Secretary General, Anténio Guterres:

lll. Recommendations

68. The Special Rapporteur’s revised model definition of
terrorism, which should be interpreted in the light of the
discussion above (an analysis by Saul of the issues: Ed),
is as follows:

1. Any person commits a terrorist offence if that person,
by any serious criminal act, intentionally causes death,
serious bodily injury, or hostage-taking, where:

(a) The purpose of the conduct, by its nature or context,
is:
i. to provoke a state of terror in95 the public or a
group of persons; or

ii. tounduly compel a Government or an international
organization to do or to abstain from doing any act;

(b) The conduct is intended to advance a political or
ideological purpose, which must be a substantial
purpose; and

(c) The conduct, given its nature or context, intentionally
causes serious damage to a country or an international
organization.

2. A terrorist offence does not include:

(a) An act of advocacy, protest, dissent or
industrial action that does not intentionally cause death
or serious bodily injury;

(b) Conduct committed in armed conflict that
does not violate international humanitarian law;

(c) The provision of humanitarian activities by
impartial humanitarian organizations in accordance with
international humanitarian law;

(d) The activities of State military forces in the
exercise of their official duties, inasmuch as they are in
accordance with international law; and

(e) An act intended to establish or re-establish
democracy, constitutional government or the rule of law,
or to exercise or safeguard human rights.

Saul’s version has lots of footnotes, which have been
omitted here.
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