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Challenge is to build a fairer and kinder society
in a turmoil-stricken world

We’re increasingly realising we need a better way to run
the country to achieve more equal outcomes for more
people: a “fairer and kinder Australia” Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese calls it.

Momentum is starting to build for positive change within
the Australian Parliament and across the nation.

Just last month alone,

+ on one day, the ruling Labor Party brought down a
Budget aimed at giving younger people a fairer
chance at prosperity, providing reduced cost of living
to all Australians, and setting power prosperity for
the rest of the century; and

+ on the same day, Tasmanian MHR MP Andrew
Wilkie (Ind., Clark) tabled a ‘new’ Human Rights Act
(HRA) for the nation.

Broader moves towards changing society
Throughout the month of May,

+ Australians actively began to chase fresh
alignments and options for parties and individuals to
improve our democracy in future; and

+ a Royal Commission started exploring how to create
a more cohesive Australia, as well as how to police
ourselves properly to avoid inevitable problems if a
gun culture is allowed to get out of control.

We won't all agree on all these issues. The prospect of
change will create widespread debate — possibly even
physical clashes — over coming years as we watch the
Trump presidency (and perhaps even the UK situation)
illustrate what type of internal society we want to live in
(or don’t want to live in) and the external world order we
want to avoid on the one hand, create on the other.

With the current international uncertainty lingering
officially for at least two more years, moral and social
justice will be a better guide to the best way forward
rather than the angry rhetoric and ideological positioning
so evident in past decades.

Foundation of a Human Rights Act is inevitable

The signs are good for getting off on the correct foot in
building a better future.

In just the past month, streams within the Labor Party
have started coalescing to inspire PM Albanese to create
a Human Rights Act for the nation, his chance at an
historic legacy.

Such a “bill of rights” would elevate us to the
foundational pedestals of other western democratic
nations we compare ourselves with.

The ALP’s national platform meeting will occur in
Adelaide in mid-July. From unions and from delegates
on the floor, moves are expected to require PM Albanese
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and his government to legislate a Human Rights Act in
the very near future, rather than just “consider” doing so.

Having seen recently what can go wrong without such a
safety valve in society — the Robodebt disaster and
COVID’s slashing people’s rights, for example — both left
and right of the party, as well as the union movement,
are coming together to stress that the party across the
board wants positive action now.

The people have spoken publicly. A December national
survey shows 70%-plus of Australians in favour,
including Liberal and National voters.

Some 50,000 people have signed a petition ready for
presenting to parliament. And there’s also word on the
street that Australia’s HR experts of the past few
decades are finding their voices to speak out in support
of a HRA, now.

The formal pressure on the parliament is tightening.
Over recent years the Australian Human Rights
Commission (AHRC) took five years to produce the
cross-generational Free+Equal report of 2023 which
recommended a HRA for Australia. Dr Rosalind
Croucher AM (photo) conceived and directed the
seminal study: she was from 2009 to 2024 either
President of the Australian Law Reform Commission or
President of the AHRC. No major legislative initiative of
recent memory has gathered more public support than a
HRA for Australia.

Apart from being backed by a national campaign
management team of CLA, Amnesty International and
the Human Rights Law Centre, the Law Council of
Australia is a strong supporter along with 164 community
and society groups representing from the young to the
old, including those from the Muslims to the Jews, from
the Catholics to the Quakers.

A majority finding by the Parliamentary Joint Committee
on Human Rights in May 2024 recommended firmly in
favour of legislating a bill of rights. So far — and it has
now been two years — neither the Attorney-General
Michelle Rowland or PM Albanese have responded
publicly to the committee’s call.

The numbers are aligned. Enough MPs in the House of
Representatives and in the Senate support a HRA to
pass such an Act tomorrow. A complete model Bill is
included in the report awaiting a response.

Andrew Wilkie (photo), the
Independent MHR for Clark in
Tasmania, re-tabled his version
of a bill of rights on Budget day
2026, repeating what he had
done in two previous
parliaments, without his bill
reaching debate stage. It does
not include the latter day
improvements to a HRA as
agreed by the ACT Parliament, which has had a Human
Rights Act operating since July 2006.

After 20 years experience, the ACT Human Rights Act is
being readied to include the principle of ‘No Rights
Without Remedy’ or, in other words, a guaranteed way of
achieving a conciliated outcome or binding “small
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claims” tribunal decision for any HR complaint falling
under the legislation.

Bell pressed for solution to all “anti” issues

The Bell Royal Commission into Antisemitism and Social
Cohesion is likely to include recommendations for
widespread public education around civics,
responsibilities and rights in a bid to improve social
cohesion by creating greater balanced respect in society
and by restoring trust in government.

That, for example, is a summary of what CLA has
proposed to the Bell RC in our submission: https:/
www.cla.asn.au/News/clarion-april-26-bondi-rc-sub-
proposes-twin-solutions/

Pressure is building on former High Court judge Virginia
Bell to encompass a solution to all the “haters” in
Australian society, not just those who target Jewish
people identified as “semitic” in the RC’s definition of its
terms of reference.

For example, there is broad resentment in the Muslim
community that it may miss out on equal protection from
“anti-Muslim” individuals and groups that is afforded to
Jewish people affected by antisemitism.

And First Nations people are equally insistent that “anti-
Aboriginal” words, actions and unequal treatment are not
just as bad as antisemitic behaviour, but in fact are
worse. They point especially to the persistent statistics
which abound to prove how poorly or inconsistently
Indigenous Australian are treated by police, courts,
children’s departments, politicians making bail and re-
offending laws, and the like.

The massacre killing massacre of 15 people connected
with the Jewish Hanukah celebrations one day in
December at Bondi Beach was an enormous tragedy,
they agree. Aboriginal groups point to the equal, or much
greater, numbers of Indigenous people and children
dying in jail each year and in remote communities
because of the way they are officially treated every day
of the year and denied equal access to basic education,
health, food, water, power and work opportunities
available to all other Australians.

RC Virginia Bell, ask for whom else ‘anti-ism’
tolls in Australia

Appalling, negative, political-speak and commentary on
the ISIS brides and children coming home to Australia
does the perpetrators — from politicians to press — no
credit.

On one hand there’s a Royal Commissioner, Virginia
Bell, daily examining how we can achieve social
cohesion and, on the other, the government and
politicians of all hues targeting Australian Muslim
mothers as likely criminals and terrible parents for
decisions probably made by others.

In fact, they must be extraordinary mums to have even
raised the children this well so far, keeping their
fatherless families together in the awful conditions of
refugee camps.

Perhaps, if we asked them politely, they could teach us
more about radicalisation than all the pundits,
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academics, spooks and police with no “lived”
experience. Looked at positively, their return is a
potential boost for Australia: we can learn from them.

We anticipate the time, about 2050, when a doctor
praised for a breakthrough medical diagnosis and
procedure — or something similar — is quoted in the
Australian media as saying: “Yes, | was one of the
returned ISIS children in 2026”.

Multi-levels of Australian society are demonising female
Muslims lured, cajoled or ordered by their husbands or
families to join their spouses in the Middle East. Such
anti-Muslim attitude and behaviour is just as serious as
antisemitism, anti-First Nations people and any other
forms of racial or bigoted anti-anything.

Hate of “the other” is a poor motivator for national
advancement. Social cohesion and productivity are
boosted by using differences positively for the greater
good. Commissioner Bell, here’s an apt quote for you to
use in your final report:

“Perchance he for whom this bell tolls may be so ill, as
that he knows not it tolls for him; and perchance I may
think myself so much better than I am, as that they who
are about me, and see my state, may have caused it to toll
for me, and I know not that.

No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece
of the continent, a part of the main. If a clod be washed
away by the sea, Europe is the less, as well as if a
promontory were, as well as if a manor of thy friend’s or
of thine own were: any man’s death diminishes me,
because I am involved in mankind, and therefore never
send to know for whom the bells tolls; it tolls for thee.”

— John Donne (1572-1631) in Devotions Upon Emergent
Occasions, Meditation XVII:

Aussies fight 100-plus years for our rights?

Did you know that Sir Samuel Griffith, a former Premier
of Queensland who became the first chief justice of the
High Court of Australia in 1903, tried to introduce a
‘human rights act’ 136 years ago?

“In July 1890 Giriffith introduced into the Queensland
Parliament a private Member’s bill, the Elementary
Property Bill 1890 (Qld). It was the most radical
legislation ever presented to an Australian parliament,”
according to High Court judge Robert Beech-Jones
speaking in Townsville last month.

“The bill described itself as a law ‘to declare the Natural
Law relating to the Acquisition and Ownership of Private

Property’,” Beech-Jones told his audience of lawyers.

The first operative provision of the Bill declared that:

‘all persons are, by natural law, equally entitled to the
right of life, and to the right of freedom for the exercise
of their faculties; and no person has, by natural law,
any right superior to the right of any other person in
this respect’.

“Under the radical Bill, land was declared, by natural law,
to be the common property of the community,” Beech-
Jones said.
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“If you were to use the language of recent times, Griffith
was Australia's first ever parliamentary proponent of a
legislated bill of rights and his proposal was for a bill of
rights far more radical than anything seen since.

“Under Griffith's Elementary Property Bill, courts were to
be empowered to oversee a large-scale redistribution of
wealth and to review any subsequent attempts by the
legislature to detract from the Elementary Property Bill's
principles.”

The Bill lapsed, apparently
when Giriffith (photo, Griffith
Uni) did a deal with his arch-
rival Sir Thomas Mcllwraith to
take turns in running the state
late in the 19th century...and
we’ve been fighting to rectify
the situation for more than a
century. Australians do not

have any guarantee legally of
free speech, freedom of
assembly, freedom of opinion or
other similar freedoms taken for granted in other western
nations.

— From a speech, ‘Griffith country’ by High Court of
Australia judge, Robert Beech-Jones, keynote address
to the North Queensland Law Association, Townsville 16
May 2026. https://tinyurl.com/478bcry5

Speech reveals threat to justice in Australia

The above speech should be read by anyone interested
in future justice in Australia.

It contains an alarming and detailed warning that right
wing groups are actively planning a decades-long
campaign to stack the High Court of Australia with
“selected” judges with particular viewpoints, as happens
in the USA. SEE later item.

History of ‘recent’ bids to achieve a HRA for Australia

1942 Constitutional Commission proposed the
Commonwealth be granted new powers under the
Constitution, including the power to make laws to
guarantee four freedoms:

+  Freedom of speech and expression,
+ Religious freedom,
*  Freedom from want, and

+  Freedom from fear
...effectively creating a bill of rights.

The proposal was not picked up in the 1944
referendum, which instead focused on new
powers for the Commonwealth in post-war

reconstruction.

1973 human rights bill: brought forward by AG
Lionel Murphy.

1985 human rights bill (version 1): introduced by
AG Gareth Evans.

1985 human rights bill (version 2): a separate and
weaker version introduced by Lionel Bowen, who had
replaced Evans as AG.
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1988 Constitutional Commission: Final report
recommended a new chapter in the Constitution
covering the rights included in the Canadian charter
of rights. It did not make the subsequent referendum.

1998 Constitutional convention: a bill of rights was
included in initial proposals on the new Constitution
for an Australian republic. It did not make the
subsequent referendum.

Andrew Theophanous’s 2001 Australian Bill of
Rights Bill: This was the first proposal for a statutory
federal bill of rights in 12 years, reviving earlier ALP-
led efforts between 1973 and 1988 that never
reached the statute book.

2009 Human Rights consultation: (Father Frank)
Brennan and panel’s massive Australia-wide
consultation and review recommendation that
Australia adopt a human rights act was explicitly
rejected by the Rudd Government. However, other
parts of the review recommendations were enacted in
2011.

2010 Human Rights (Parliamentary Scrutiny) Bill:
Introduced by the Rudd Government, this Bill would
have required all proposed federal laws to be
assessed against human rights standards and
accompanied by a statement of compatibility. It
lapsed after the 2010 election and never became law.

2011 Human Rights (Parliamentary Scrutiny) Act
2011 (Cth): Introduced a “human rights framework”
which included establishing the Parliamentary Joint
Committee on Human Rights and its power to review
proposed law (Bills) for human rights compatibility.
The Act mandated formal compatibility (or otherwise)
statements on proposed laws to be included by
proponents of Bills at time of tabling.

2017 & 2019 (and now in 2026 also): Australian
Bill of Rights Bills: Andrew Wilkie (Ind., Denison /
Clark, Tas) introduced private member’s bills in all
these years aiming to establish a statutory Bill of
Rights. Lapsed at close of earlier Parliaments, sitting
on the books but unlikely to be debated in 2026.

2024 Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human
Rights (PJCHR): The Committee has issued a
number of reports advocating a comprehensive
Human Rights Act. On 30 May 2024 it tabled a report,
requested by AG Mark Dreyfus, on improvements to
the existing “HR Framework” including notably the
passing of legislation for a federal HRA and increased
powers for the PUCHR. The Albanese government is
yet to respond to the Committee’s recommendations
(June 2026).

Quakers call for a Human Rights Act

Australia’s Quakers — known more formally as the
Religious Society of Friends — have lodged a submission
to the Bell RC on Antisemitism and Social Cohesion.
The Quakers propose two possible avenues to
strengthen Australia’s social cohesion and resilience:
1. providing greater resources to support the national
anti-racism framework, and
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2. legislating a National Human Rights Act.

“The proposed Act, based on the Australian Human
Rights Commission model, would increase the
responsibility of governments to consider how their laws,
policies and actions might affect people’s human rights,”
Quakers Australia said.

“Australia continues to be the only liberal democracy in
the world that does not have a national act or charter of
rights that explains what people’s basic rights are and
how they can be protected.

“A National Human Rights Act, and bolstered support for
existing human rights policies and programs, will
automatically strengthen Australia’s social cohesion and
resilience to respond to our country’s intersecting
challenges in the years ahead.” — Quaker submission to
the RC on Antisemitism and Social Cohesion.

Menadue plumps for wider examination of all
discrimination

“Social cohesion is best served by legislation that
establishes the rights of all Australians rather than by a
public debate narrowed, as it has been, to a single form
of discrimination — antisemitism.

“A national Human Rights Act that applies universally
would serve all communities more effectively.

“Two years ago, a Parliamentary Committee
recommended that Australia legislate for a national
Human Rights Act. Once again, the Albanese
government has been sitting on that report ever since.”
— from ‘The weaponisation of
antisemitism by the Zionist lobby hides the genocide: by
John Menadue, Pearls and Irritations 18 May 2026.

Triggs speaks out for a
Human Rights Act now

Former Assistant Secretary-
General of the UN, Dr Gillian
Triggs (photo), last month urged
the Albanese government to
legislate for a Human Rights
Act as part of ‘Restoring
Democracy’ in Australia.

Speaking at a launch of the
campaign at Melbourne Town
Hall on 9 May, she said:

“(We need) an Australian Human Rights Act through
federal legislation.

“Australia is the only common law country in the world
that does not have a Charter of Human Rights. This
explains why the High Court could, in the Al Kateb case,
agree with the Government that a stateless man who
was not a refugee could be held in mandatory detention
indefinitely where no nation would agree to accept him.

“It took another 20 years before the High Court in NZYQ
in 2024 overturned this decision. Today, administrative
detention of a non-citizen must be reasonably necessary
for a legitimate non-punitive purpose.

“In a recent highly questionable attempt to undermine
the High Court, the Government passed a law — termed
the ‘Anti-Fairness Act’ — to deny the common law right to
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natural justice to those people being deported to Nauru.
The Act is a denial of basic international human rights to
due process, the deportation being tantamount to
continued mandatory detention on a tiny island and the
denial of something Australians understand, fairness.”

Dr Triggs, a former President of the Australian HR
Commission, said Australia was able to avoid its
international obligations, which should not be so.

“In the absence of a federal legislated Human Rights
Act, Australia can continue to act with impunity with
respect to its obligations under both refugee law and
wider international law,” she said.

She called on the government to focus on what unites us
in cohesion rather than what divides us by irrelevant
attributes.

“Importantly, with growing polarisation and divisions
within Australian society, a Human Rights Act can bring
people together with common values of dignity, respect,
equality and justice, providing processes to deal with
grievances, and ensuring accountability.

“In short, we should place the national focus on harmony
rather than identity.

“A Human Rights Act at the Federal level can improve
the lives of all people living in Australia by providing an
avenue for justice that we can see at the state level in
Victoria, ACT and Queensland including (avoiding)
evictions from public housing of victims of domestic
violence, support for people with disabilities, and
ensuring the rights of children to quality education.

“Democracy and the rule of law is under threat globally
and in Australia. We see a fragmentation of political
parties and a drift to extreme left and right views that
leave a vacuum in the sensible middle.

“I support the efforts today to revive our commitment as
Australians to the democratic ideal through civic
education about the constitutional roles of the
executive, parliament and an independent judiciary, to
the principle of the separation of powers and the rule of
law, and to increased local and community participation
in decision-making, and to economic justice and
international engagement.”

— Dr Gillian Triggs: Restoring Democracy launch,
Melbourne Town Hall 9 May 2026

‘Vulnerable, disadvantaged’ to benefit most
from a ‘fair and kind’ HRA

When Gillian Triggs, as Human Rights chief, was under
attack by the government of the day when she was in
charge of the Australian Human Rights Commission, a
former Commissioner spoke up:

"To be honest, | am deeply concerned that the Attorney-
General we have at the minute simply doesn't
understand what the remit of the Human Rights
Commission is," inaugural Human Rights Commission
chief 40 years ago, Brian Burdekin said.

"I mean, he’s (Attorney-General George Brandis)
actually talked about the fact that we really just need to
rely on the Magna Carta.
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“Well, the role of the Human Rights Commission, as
Gillian Triggs has pointed out recently and as | pointed
out many years ago, is to stand up for the most
vulnerable and disadvantaged groups in our community:
the homeless, the mentally ill, Indigenous people, people
with disabilities, children in detention.

"You won't find any of that in the
Magna Carta, | can guarantee you.

"The things that the Human Rights
Commission is obliged to do by law
are directly related to those very
vulnerable groups and its highest
priorities have to be those who are
least able to defend themselves,”
Burdekin (photo) said.

CLA notes that a legislated Human
Rights Act in 2026 would better
protect the most vulnerable in the
first place. https://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-28/
gillian-triggs-burdekin-says-abbott-brandis-made-
political-error/6270658

Will you vote LNO, or ACE?

Some politicians have been bitten by the Law-N-Order
(LNO) bug. You know who they are. Sadly, on the ISIS
brides issues, the Prime Minister and his Caucus have
been diagnosed with the worst reaction to the bite. It is
outstandingly obvious that Australian MPs DO have a
responsibility to look after the children involved, and turn
them into quality Aussies.

Equally, there are Australian politicians bitten by the
Apply-Compassion-and-Empathy (ACE) bug. You will
know who they are, by comparison, when you next come
to vote. They will be the ones NOT advocating stricter
bail laws, locking up more Aboriginal children, jailing
people for excessive periods and withholding funds from
people doing it tough or living with severe disabilities.

Which type of treatment do you think has more chance
of starting to restore social cohesion in Oz?

When did ‘progressive’ become a dirty word?
— interview with the PM Anthony Albanese 2 May 2026:

Radio National, ABC, host Nick Bryant: Nostalgic
nationalism is definitely a key factor. | spoke to
somebody recently who really knows their Australian
politics, they came up with an interesting theory. One of
the reasons they cited for the rise of One Nation was the
discrepancy between the size of your parliamentary
victory and the size of the Labor vote and your win. It
was a landslide, but it was a loveless landslide. And
people felt that that result last year was not entirely
representative.

PM Anthony Albanese: | bet you that was from someone
who would regard themselves as progressive.

Bryant: It's pretty neutral, actually. | think it was an
academic, actually.

CLA notes that it seems “progressives” is a dirty word to
the PM, and people so labelled by the PM are an
anathema to him. If so, who has “the problem” here?
The progressive(s)...or the PM personally.
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ATO apes ‘Robodebt’ attitude at full arrogance

The ATO issued a $1650 fine to a 97-year-old woman for
not jumping to their tune instantly when her husband
died.

Formally, the fine was because she had not “prioritised
her tax obligations”, despite the recent death of her
husband who managed their financial affairs. Her
circumstances were further complicated by the sale of
the tax practice formerly used by the couple.

After a lifetime of submitting tax returns on time, the
elderly Brisbane resident lost her husband in mid-2023,
according to details provided to the Guardian by
accountant Nathan Watt, Jonathan Barrett reported.

16m taxpayers, so 44,000 decisions a day: how
many does the ATO get wrong? CLA asks.

The decision was only overturned after her accountant
posted details of the incident on LinkedIn — catching the
attention of industry associations and the tax
ombudsman, who issued a stinging rebuke direct to the
ATO. The “ATO won't learn unless people highlight the
mistakes” the Tax Ombudsman said.

The ATO'’s response to the woman read: “Your remission
has been considered, we’ve decided not to remit. You
have not prioritised your tax obligations. It is your
responsibility to manage your affairs to ensure
lodgement by the due date,” the response said.

“Remission would not be considered fair or reasonable
when other taxpayers have taken steps to lodge on
time.” Eventually, the ATO apologised, and reversed its
fine. https:/ftinyurl.com/4uvm74b2

...prepare for Robodebt Mk Il

An ATO spokesperson declined to clarify how the initial
decision (above) came about, and whether it was made
by an internal or outsourced worker, the Guardian
reported.

There is increasing scrutiny on the tax office’s relying on
outsourced debt collectors and call centres. Critics claim
the changed operating practices have more complaints
about deteriorating service to its 16.1 million taxpaying
customers.

The ATO has referred hundreds of thousands of
taxpayers to a private equity-backed debt collector,
Recoveriescorp, in recent years, “moving the sensitive
practice outside the public service”.

The move is Robodebt-Mark Il-in-waiting, but with

millions of problems instead of “as few as” 900,000 in
the original Robodebt. https://tinyurl.com/4uvm74b2

81 years to lose 10,000 members

As the Liberal Party struggles to reassert its current
identity, it will celebrate its 81st birthday in a couple of
months: this is from its Wikipedia entry:

Barrister and politician Robert Menzies called a
conference of conservative parties and other groups
opposed to the ruling Labor Party, which met in
Canberra on 13 October 1944 and again in Albury, NSW
in December 1944.
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Outlining his vision for a new political movement,
Menzies said: “[W]hat we must look for, and it is a matter
of desperate importance to our society, is a true revival
of liberal thought which will work for social justice and
security, for national power and national progress, and
for the full development of the individual citizen, though
not through the dull and deadening process of
socialism.”

The formation of the party was formally announced at
Sydney Town Hall on 31 August 1945. (The party) took
the name Liberal in honour of the old Commonwealth
Liberal Party.

By September 1945 there were more than 90,000
members, many of whom had not previously been
members of any political party.

CLA notes: For comparison, In May 2026, the Liberal
Party of Australia’s website claimed 80,000 members,
though the real figure could well be half that number or
fewer, given significant losses in recent years.
Membership of the Australian Labor Party is also much
reduced since the 1940s. https://tinyurl.com/33uy8fhp

Adult ATSI people jailed 18 times more; kids
jailed 27 times more often

Australia’s Indigenous adult jailing rate rose 46%
between 2013 and 2024, compared with a 10% increase
in the non-Indigenous jailing rate.

Federal figures show it was 18 times higher than the
non-Indigenous imprisonment rate at 30 June 2024
(2559.4 v 146.0 on a pro rate basis; Australian Bureau of
Statistics 2024, 2013).

The same was true for kids: young Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander (ATSI) people experienced a youth
detention rate up to 27 times the rate for non-Indigenous
young people (AIHW 2024b).

The huge rise in the Indigenous prison population is due
to higher rates of bail refusal and an increase in the
numbers on remand.

NSW data shows that double the proportion of ATSI
adult defendants were refused bail by NSW courts
between 2014 and 2023 compared with non-Indigenous
defendants (19% vs 10%.) Aimost double the proportion
of young Indigenous defendants were refused bail
compared with non-Indigenous defendants over the
same period. Indigenous adult and youth defendants
were consistently refused bail at higher rates for almost
all offence types (BOCSAR 2024a)

— Aust. Inst. of Criminology: Bail and remand across
Australia, 5 Feb 2026 https://www.aic.gov.au/
publications/ijc/ijc

HIGH COURT SPECIAL

Judge slams push towards top court stacking

Reverting to the story of Sir Samuel Griffith who was
twice Premier of Queensland (1883 to 1888; 1890 to
1893), Chief Justice of Queensland (1893 to 1903) and
then the first Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia
(1903 to 1919).
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“He wore many other hats including KC, framer of the
Constitution (and) Attorney-General.” High Court judge
Robert Beech-Jones told his Townsville audience last
month.

Highlighting the activities of the formerly legally luminary,
Beech-Jones —most unusually for a High Court judge —
issued a red flag warning about the activities of the
Samuel Griffith Society.

“(Griffith) is currently more than a historical figure... An
organisation which bears his name, the Samuel Giriffith
Society, has turned Griffith into a warrior in the 21st
century culture wars. To use postmodern language, Sir
Samuel Griffith has been culturally appropriated;
specifically, appropriated for the ideological and political
ends of others.”

After analysing in detail some of the writings and
publications of the Samuel Griffith Society, Beech-Jones
warns:

“If anyone thinks this particular US style of court stacking
and judicial decision-making is a good idea, then go and
live there. The rule of law appears to be having an
interesting time in that country.”

— concluding remarks by Robert Beech-Jones, judge of
the High Court of Australia, at the end of a revised
version of keynote speech ‘Griffith Country’to the Nth
Qld Law Association on 16 May 2026 in Townsville.
Speech: https://tinyurl.com/478bcry5

Australia’s top judge says
‘Al judging’ is inevitable
Chief judge of the High Court,
Stephen Gageler (photo), told
senior Japanese judges
recently there is very little that
the judge does that Al —
artificial intelligence — cannot
do better.

He was speaking to the
Japanese Judiciary at the
Supreme Court of Japan in
Tokyo on 3 March 2026 in a lecture outlining the
structure of the Australian Constitution, the role of the
High Court, and the operation of the judicial system in
practice.

Admitting that judging was artificial reasoning, he said: “I
think artificial intelligence is artificial reasoning on stilts. |
think that it is likely to produce more predictable, equally
learned, if not more learned, and fair outcomes than
human judges. This is my true fear.

“What is it that a human can bring to the process that
artificial intelligence will not be able to bring to the
process either now or in two years?

“l don’t think there’s very much, but | think there is
something that is really more important in criminal law
than in civil law. My prediction is that civil law practice
will probably be overtaken by artificial intelligence very
soon.

“But | think in criminal law there is something about the
vulnerability, the identification, the humanness of the
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subject matter, or the object or the person who is to be
subjected to criminal liability.

“l can’t articulate it particularly well but there’s something
fundamentally important about the person who is making
the decision that somebody else is to be deprived of
their liberty for what they have done being a person who
could equally be deprived of their liberty if they did the
same thing.” https://ftinyurl.com/4d5cnt3v

What is the High Court up to?

On one day last month, the High Court of Australia
refused 13 of 14 requests by different applicants from
throughout Australia to allow Special Leave to Appeal.

In one case, the HCA ruled the criminal case appeal
documents “did not raise a principle”:

The application for special leave to appeal does not
raise a point of principle and does not have sufficient
prospects of success for it to be in the interests of the
administration of justice for special leave to appeal to
be granted. It would therefore be futile to grant the
extension of time that is sought.

Many observers, lay and legal, believe the HCA has got
it totally wrong. Several points of principle were involved
in the appeal, one of which was the behaviour of the
judiciary itself, which surely needs to be both “principled”
and common across courts.

CLA chooses not to specify the case, but we are
researching how the HCA has got itself into the state it is
in in this slew of cases, and in many others.

Book to reveal how HC can get it totally wrong

Dr Bob Moles, Australia’s wrongful convictions guru, is
trying to overcome a refusal by the High Court of
Australia to properly consider the Derek Bromley case.

Bromley, a First Nations person, spent nearly 40 years in
jail because he refused to admit guilt by seeking bail. He
was convicted of murder.

There is an alleged appalling abdication of responsibility
by the High Court in Bromley’s case, including in the
process of how the HC allegedly misapplied its own
rules.

Earlier, when the case was in courts in SA, DPP and
Forensic Pathology arms of the Crown had also
operated contrary to the law, meaning Bromley should
never have been convicted in the first place.

Dr Moles is writing a book which outlines severe
breakdowns through ‘Failure To Disclose” (FTD), which
is an obligation of the Crown, such as police, DPPs and
judicial officers.

The book is likely to cover executive non-compliance
with the law and also judicial non-compliance with the
law, including that the judges on the Bromley appeal
ignored the law relating to the role and function of expert
witnesses, and made a ruling based on unsound and
unlawful legal provisions.

“There has never been another case like this anywhere
else — not in the UK, Canada, etc,” Dr Moles claims.
ENDS High Court special
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ODD SPOT: Vics bring closer the day of
computer courts and AJl

Victoria’s Supreme Court has laid down new rules for
judges, magistrates, lawyers, and legal staff on how to
use artificial intelligence (Al) ‘legally’.

The court aims to clarify how Al can be used, and to
erect boundaries around its use, following closely on a
Victorian Law Reform Commission’s recently released
study on the thorny dilemma.

Basically, from judges down, people are free to use Al,
but every final word submitted to court (including
references and precedents) must be verified by the
person signing off on the document.

Of course, probably less than a couple of years from
now, there’ll be no real need for magistrates who deal
with ‘run-of-the-mill’ cases: just feed the input facts into
Al, and AJI (Artificial Judicial Intelligence) will spit out a
conviction or acquittal — based on hundreds of similar
cases — and a fine or jail sentence.

Now, if only we can develop a similar tool to replace
football umpires and referees. https://tinyurl.com/
yus4pbcu

Police budget goes up in smoke

The Australian Federal Police has told parliament that it
is running out of space to store illegal cigarettes and
vapes they've seized.

Destroying the illicit tobacco products is costing a motza.
The AFP said it is spending $13 per kilogram to destroy
vapes and more than $7150 for a standard 550 kg pallet.
AFP Deputy Commissioner Hilda Sirec said police would
work closely with partner agencies and freight carriers to
monitor shipments of illicit tobacco through Australia
Post and private parcel carriers. https://tinyurl.com/
yc2sncaa

ODD SPOT: 60 — or 6 — year anniversary
1966: Vincent Lingiari:

“I bin thinkin’ this bin Gurindji country. We bin here
longa time before them Vestey mob.”

2020: September:

The Gurindji claim for native title to Wave Hill station
was granted, 54 years after the walk-off that helped
to spark Australia’s First Nations land rights
movement. — hitps://ftinyurl.com/mr3akdaa

Justice goes into decline, buildings shoot up

The Tasmanian government will cut $17m a year out of
spending on justice over the next four years, the budget
revealed last month.

Cut will be one deputy secretary position in the Dept of
Justice and investment in digital and Al solutions to
streamline processes within the department, as well as
“restructuring and combining” related functions to
achieve management and operational efficiencies.

Total spending for the Department of Justice is projected
to decrease to $456.2m in 2026-27, drop further to
$420.5m in 2027-28, and fall to $403.7m in 2028-29,
before rebounding to $413.0m in 2029-30.
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While justice inevitably declines, buildings will blossom.
There’s $69.3m over the next two years for a new multi-
jurisdictional Burnie Court complex, and $20.7m in
2026-27 to build extra maximum-security beds at Risdon
Prison, Bridget Clark reported in the Mercury Hobart:

behind paywall https://tinyurl.com/mvm9f2k6

Bar, Law Society call for more equitable funding

The ACT Bar and the ACT Law Society have called
jointly on the territory government to beef up support for
legal aid urgently.

Early last month, the ACT said the Territory budget would
include $18.9 million extra to boost the Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions (ODPP), supporting 24
new and permanent positions.

But the funding boost is out of proportion, the two bodies
said. “The ACT Bar and Law Society have grave
concerns about the absence of any announcement as to
a corresponding increase in funding for Legal Aid ACT.
This poses a significant risk to the overall equity and
sustainability of justice system funding in the Territory.”

They emphasise that access to legal representation is a
fundamental component of a fair justice system, playing
a vital role in ensuring that accused people, particularly
those experiencing vulnerability or disadvantage, can
properly exercise their legal rights and receive a fair
hearing.

ACT Bar Association President
Prue Bindon said the disparity in
funding risks undermining the
proper functioning of the ACT
justice system as a whole. ACT
Law Society President Vik Sundar
(photo) said it was critical that
investment keeps pace across the
entire justice system.

“Strengthening the DPP without corresponding support
for Legal Aid ACT risks increasing the number of
unrepresented accused, prolonging proceedings, and
compounding delays,” he said.

A week later, the ACT govt announce $58.8 million
“investment across the community sector” in the 2026—
27 Budget, including $14.8 million for community legal
assistance organisations and other justice support and
$2.15 million for Legal Aid ACT.

The Bar and Law Society said the newly-announced
figure was not enough, because it was not proportional
to the funding for other parts of the justice system.

="

Improving transparency, reducing burden and
keeping laws up to date

The ACT Attorney-General has introduced a Better
Regulation Bill 2026, which enshrines free electronic
access to 10 public registers, requires the creation of 14
new registers, modernises legislative language, reduces
regulatory burden on businesses and promotes animal
welfare.

“Public information should be easy to access, particularly

where it supports transparency, accountability and
community confidence,” AG Tara Cheyne said.

Civil Liberties Australia www.cla.asn.au

“Together, these reforms reflect the Government’s
commitment to laws that protect people, support
transparency and work effectively in practice,” she said.
— AG media releases 06/05/2026

Aboriginal people: 3% of population;
349%% of jail inmates in NSW

An 8.2% rise in prisoners over summer saw NSW jails
locking up a record 14,070 adults in March.

The rapid rise of 1064 people between November 2025
and March 2026 was one of the fastest ever. As usual,
Aboriginal people are the most jailed: in March 2026,
4834 Aboriginal adults were in custody (34.4% of the
total custodial population), the highest number and
proportion on record.

“We’'re looking at an extraordinarily sharp rise in the
prison population over a relatively short period,” said
Jackie Fitzgerald, Executive Director of BOCSAR.
“Prison numbers have grown more in four months than
they did in the previous four years.”

The remand population reached a record high of 6650,
up 802 (13.7%) since November. “Nearly half of all
people in custody are now on remand, meaning they
have not been convicted and are waiting for their matters
to be finalised by the courts, marking a significant shift in
the composition of the prison population,” Fitzgerald
said.

The growth in remand is concentrated among
defendants charged with domestic and family violence
(41% of the remand increase over the past four months),
sexual violence (14%), non-domestic violence assault
(13%), and weapons offences (10%).

NSW Police charged almost 62,000 adults over the four
months to March, a 13% increase compared with the
same period in the previous year. Domestic
violence-related charges rose 17%, from 15,929 to
18,593

The growth in custody has disproportionately affected
Aboriginal people, who accounted for 41% of the total
prisoner increase over the past four months (up 435, or
10% since November 2025).

“Increases in police charges of this magnitude place
pressure on every part of the justice system, from courts
and legal services through to prisons,” Fitzgerald said.
She said the current jailing trends would demand the
building of new prisons sooner rather than later.

 The 14,070 adults in custody in NSW were made
up of 13,108 men and 962 women.

»  Growth in the past 4 months: The NSW prison
population surged by 1064 inmates in just four
months, from 13,006 in November 2025 to March
2026, exceeding the total growth recorded over
the previous four years.

e Growth in the previous 4 years: Following a
pandemic-related decline in 2020-2021, the
prison population grew gradually by 820 people
(6.7%) from November 2021 to November 2025.

— NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research
(BOCSAR) 02 8688 9800 Email: bcsr@dcj.nsw.gov.au

CLArion newsletter, 1 June 2026 — 8


https://tinyurl.com/mvm9f2k6
mailto:bcsr@dcj.nsw.gov.au

Judge in the hot seat

A Federal Court judge is under investigation — according
to a report by WAtoday — after a secret police taskforce
probed an unorthodox business deal involving his
socialite ex-wife and a deal to sell Penfolds Grange wine
to Chinese naval officers.

Federal Circuit and Family Court Chief Justice William
Alstergren has commissioned an investigation into
allegations about Alexander “Sandy” Street, a Sydney-
based judge, who is a reservist navy commander and
scion of one of Australia’s most famous legal and
establishment families.

The probe by a retired senior judicial officer, confirmed in
a court statement, was sparked after a months-long
investigation by WAtoday uncovered how, nearly a
decade ago, a multi-agency police taskforce had secretly
scrutinised Street’s conduct as it monitored a business
deal involving his ex-wife’s freight firm.

Multiple sources, speaking anonymously to WAtoday,
reportedly said that in about 2017, the Polaris Taskforce
had compiled a confidential report urging further scrutiny
of Street in light of allegations he helped his ex-wife,
Sally London, with personal, legal and business matters
in a way that could potentially conflict with his judicial
obligations.

Note: CLA’s website has more background on Street
shenanigans.

CLA’s main activities — MAY 2026

Numerous communications with re letter from past
presidents of the Australian Human Rights Commission
to PM and AG on the urgency for a federal HRA

Zoom meeting with Prof Janet McCalman re HRA
campaign
Estelle Blackburn re miscarriages of justice

Zoom Tim Roberts President of NSWCCL re NSW and
Federal HRAs

Julianne Schultz re HRA media campaign
Webinar: The dangerous world of AUKUS
Webinar: Reclaiming Democracy Together IPAN
Webinar: Whistleblowers Justice Fund

Webinar: Do Australian Enjoy the Right to Protest?
Human Rights Law Association

In general, the main activity over May has been many
interactions to progress a federal Human Rights Act for
Australia.

The sense of momentum building around a Human
Rights Act appears to be born out by many more
mentions in mainstream, on blogs and in in online
journals and commentary, and across social media of
the need for a HRA here.

In another development, away from achieving a Human
Rights Act, CLA is working with doctors to try to solve the
discriminatory medical treatment and drugs to adults —
and children — in Queensland. The issue will help
formulate how best to ensure the anticipated safeguards
of current and future legislation.
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Also developing, but nationally, is the early stages of a
public campaign to highlight the dangers to Australia’s
democracy, rule of law and justice through attempts to
‘stack’ institutions. This will involve reaching our to, and
bringing on board, a range of legal scholars and
luminaries.

WA: Prisoner released

Last month, we wrote of a case in WA where a person
had been locked up, effectively on remand, for years
when no sustainable case against him was practically
possible. We are happy to report he was let out of jail on
28 May 2026.

Police ignhore the rules, surveil
whenever they want

Integrity Oversight Victoria has revealed at least 115
listening devices were permanently installed in prisons
by Victoria Police between 2000 and 2018 without
authority of a warrant -- many during their construction
and renovation.

After the review of 99 warrants issued between 2008
and 2024 relating to the use of listening devices in some
Victorian prisons, Integrity Oversight Victoria found that
Victoria Police did not disclose the existing presence of
listening devices to the judge or the Public Interest
Monitor when applying for warrants.

IOV found police kept no contemporaneous records to
definitively confirm the listening devices were only
activated in accordance with warrants. Victoria Police
said they immediately terminated use of the listening
devices upon becoming aware of these issues

A future review by Integrity Oversight Victoria will
address how permanent listening devices came to be
integrated into Victorian prisons and what effect
recommendations about listening devices in the
Victorian Ombudsman’s report into the death of Mr Carl
Williams at HM Barwon Prison may have had on Victoria
Police’s practices. https://tinyurl.com/sj43zj7t

CLA’s concern about such devices follows Tasmania
Police being caught itself leaving a listening device in a
lawyers’ interview room without disclosure. It had a direct
and constant pipeline back to the detectives’ officer at
police HQ. Other investigations in Tasmania revealed
police had for years not lodged surveillance warrant
reports to the Commonwealth government that were
mandatory under federal law.

Community ‘robbed’ when lawyer penalties
don’t match the angst caused

Former high flying Victorian barrister Norman O'Bryan
has avoided jail for trying to overcharge clients an
estimated $1 million in fees.

A judge once described the scam, which also involved
other lawyers and people who subsequently suicided, as
"one of the darkest chapters" in Victorian legal history. It
occurred around the wash-up of the Banksia Securities
collapse about 15 years ago which was settled in a 2017
class action for $64 million.
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The scam followed as lawyers involved tried to extract
the most they could from that windfall amount. O’Bryan
was due about $1m, he himself first estimated.

But now, the ex-barrister who comes from a long line of
lawyers and judges and who could have been sentenced
to five years jail, must do community service only, 600
hours over the next four years, 150 hours a year or
about three hours a week.

In trying to overcharge clients he first claimed 954 hours
of work billed at $990 per hour or $9900 per day for a
total of just over $1m covering June 2016 to November
2017. In revised versions, O’Bryan’s rate fluctuated up to
$1500 per hour and $15,000 per day and his billable
hours doubled. In the final version, in December 2017,
he claimed $2.35m for 1876 hours (a rate of $1253 an
hour).

If we credited him with a rate of $1000 an hour now,
post-sentence, his 600 hours of community service
would be worth, lawyerly speaking, $600,000. But of
course, he won'’t be lawyering to satisfy his upcoming
community obligation, but rather doing work more like
licking stamps, so the “value” of his future 600 hours
“service” might be more like $12,000, or $20 an hour.

...abused clients speak out after sentencing

Commenting on the pain they had been put through
around the whole process one client, 90-year-old Keith
Pitman, described the attempted fraud in court as a
"slow-motion robbery”.

Another said she had been through "seven years of hell”
(that’s almost double four years of mere community
service the lawyer received as penalty, CLA notes).

Judge Fran Dalziel in the Victorian County Court last
month said the now 68-year-old O’Bryan’s behaviour
was not a subtle crossing of the line. "He breached the
trust of his clients and failed to act with the integrity
required of lawyers in general and Senior Counsel in
particular.”

She noted O'Bryan's early guilty plea, remorse and
returning his OAM award, plus extensive earlier history
of charitable and pro bono legal work when deciding to
impose a community corrections order.

She could have ordered some jail time and less low-
value public service, CLA notes...but lawyers seem to
frequently receive massive benefit from judicial doubt. —
reported by the ABC'’s Kristian Silva https://tinyurl.com/
tevbrbxa

BRIEFS

When is a leak to the media not a leak?

When the supremo of the not-publicly-accountable
leaking authority is too busy in a three-person meeting to
pay attention to what was being discussed...and,
presumably, what was decided by hook or by crook.
That'’s the take-out from the report by Janet Albrechtsen
in The Australian about how the Director of Public
Prosecutions in NSW, Sally Dowling, denied she
authorised or knew about a decision to leak a simple,
uncomplicated fact allegedly designed to unleash a
shock jock-inspiring, rabble rousing campaign against
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judge Penelope Wass. Perhaps both could gain from
reading, or re-reading, about the exceptional service to
the law in NSW of Sir James Dowling 200 years ago.
https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/dowling-sir-
james-1989

First nations people eight times more at risk

Deaths in custody and in police operations in NSW
jumped 18 to 66 in 2025, the state coroner reported: 39
were in custody, up 9 in custody over 2024, with 27
deaths as a result of a police operation. First Nations
people were 17 of the 66 deaths, comprising 26% of all
deaths in custody, despite being only 3.4% of the NSW
population, meaning they are about 8 times more at risk.
https:/ftinyurl.com/2hvfevpy

Guns on the rise, despite crackdowns

In the four weeks after the Bondi Beach massacre on 14
Dec 2025, there was a more than 700% jump in gun
licence applications, a report to the NSW Parliament has
shown. Licence applications jumped from 1200 in the
same period a year earlier to more than 2100. The
urgency stemmed from a crackdown on licences
threatened by the NSW government and a buyback
scheme announced by the federal govt. A digital national
firearms register, promised in 2022, has still not been

implemented. https://tinyurl.com/yfz6bf9p — reports by
the Guardian and SMH.

Is policing a good place to learn how to do crime?

In just six days recently, three Tasmanian police were
charged — separately — with assault, stealing, and
burglary, and one was issued with a family violence
order. All are stood down: none has been sacked. They
will come before a magistrate two-to-three months from
now. Tasmania’s courts are battling a huge backlog in
cases, with interstate DPP Lloyd Babb fully engaged on
an inquiry to find out why...and how to fix things.
Perhaps he could examine whether particular groups in
Tasmanian society are more prone to breaking the law
than other groups, CLA suggests. https://tinyurl.com/
6voftz9e

Civil society urges PM to
act positively for ATSI
young people

More than 200 organisations
and leaders across civil
society— including CLA —
have sent an open letter to
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese, urging him to call
an emergency summit on
youth justice where
governments can listen to the
voices of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander legal
experts and leaders. “Right now, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander children are being criminalised and
imprisoned at alarming rates. This is because state and
territory governments are pursuing policies that
criminalise children and make communities more
dangerous — all in the name of political point-scoring,”
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said Nerita Waight (photo), head of NATSILS. She said
advice obtained from a senior barrister last year made
clear that the Commonwealth has the Constitutional
power to act on youth justice reform, as well as the
moral obligation. — Open letter: https:/

www.natsils.org.au/open-letter-pm/
LETTERS

Invoke Reg. 184

| recently rewatched the 1954 film The Caine Mutiny, in
which a mentally unbalanced captain is removed under
US Navy regulation 184: "Unusual circumstances may
arise in which the relief from duty of a commanding
officer may be necessary". Trump's actions and
utterances as Commander-in-Chief surely justify
invoking regulation 184. — Peter Stanley, Dickson ACT

US debt concern

The US national debt just exceeded 100% of the GDP
for the first time since 1946. Trump is destructive. —
Mokhles Sidden, South Strathfield, NSW

What Aussie values?

Can politicians stop using facile catch-cries like
"Australian values" and "lt's un-Australian." Oops, now
I'm doing it too. While I'm on my soapbox, does anyone
know what a quintessentially Australian value is? And
how come we Australians are somehow morally superior
human beings? Where did that come from?- R. Grant,
Holt ACT

ISIS bride clarity

| refer to the continuing discussion relating to the
proposed return to Australia of the ISIS brides and their
children. We have been fed too much waffle from Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese and Tony Burke and not
enough clarity as to exactly what is the government's
position in relation to the proposed return to Australia of
the ISIS brides and their children. If they are allowed to
stay here, it will do absolutely nothing for the country's
cohesion and Islamists will see this as a victory and
probably treat them as celebrities. The cost of keeping
tabs on them will also be massive and they will probably
be on welfare for a long time (slightly edited). — Coke
Tomyn, Camberwell, Vic

Repatriate citizens

No one can doubt that the values of ISIS and those once
willingly aspired to by the "Aussie ISIS Brides" are not
those shared by many Australians. | would argue that
these women and children must be brought home to
demonstrate that Australian values, including
compassion, forgiveness and an acceptance of broader
cultures than militant "anything-ism" prevail in our post-
Mabo, post-Tampa and post-marriage-equality society.
Also, if the ISIS brides have indeed committed offences
that are prosecutable, then | feel confidently that their
Australian resident, and other victims are more likely to
see justice through the transparency of Australian courts,
than from Middle East refugee camps.

As a society founded on transported criminals and
sustained by alienating the original inhabitants from the
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possession of their lands, who are we to object to the
return from overseas of Australian citizens, whatever the
charges that might be made against them? Repatriation,
refuge and justice for all should be what we aspire to. —
Garry P Dalrymple, Earlwood, NSW

RBA tone deaf, where’s Al when you need it?

Why do we pay the RBA Board? Surely a computer
could be programmed to make tone deaf decisions.—
Peter Edsor, Bungendore, NSW

(or, aren’t rate decisions the perfect vehicle for Al input.
Whack in all the data, let combined computer wisdom
come up with a figure — CLA)

...and comments:

“Let's hope the (2026) budget is just a start. Then we
can talk about some real reform: a Bill of Rights, four-
year terms, an end to the monarchy, a treaty, more care
for the environment, ending fossil-fuel mining and use,
inheritance taxes, proper resource taxes, and more tax
cuts for people who earn their income from labour.” —
Crispin Hull, lawyer, former editor of The Canberra
Times and regular columnist. www.crispinhull.com.au

INTERNATIONAL

Russia rewards claimed child kidnapper

Russia has appointed a politician accused of kidnapping
am Ukrainian child to deal with human rights abuses.

The State Duma, the lower house of parliament, voted
last month to endorse Yana Lantratova, 37, as
ombudswoman for human rights, reporting directly to
President Vladimir Putin.

Ukraine claims that Lantratova helped the chairman of
her political party, A Just Russia, to illegally adopt a girl
from Russia-occupied Ukraine. Ukraine claims
thousands of children have been to Russia, largely from
Ukrainian-run orphanages, or forcibly displaced them in
the Ukrainian territories it occupies. A UN commission in
March that it had identified some 1200 cases of children
who were taken from Ukrainian territory by the Russian
authorities in 2022.

The International Criminal Court has accused Putin and
Maria Lvova-Belova, Russia’s commissioner for
children’s rights, of war crimes for abducting and
deporting Ukrainian children. The ICC in 2023 issued an
arrest warrant for both. — NYT behind paywall, 18 May
2026, reported by Nataliya Vasilyeva

Private prison group sanctioned

A judge issued what is thought to be the first-ever
sanction against the private prison giant CoreCivic for
destroying video evidence in a case alleging wrongful
death of a man who died by suicide in US Immigration
and Customs Enforcement custody.

The sanction came shortly before a trial was slated to
begin in January, but it never got under way. Instead, in
March, the company reached an undisclosed settlement
with the family of the detainee.

The judge ordered what is known as an adverse
inference against the company in a December hearing.
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That means the jury could have presumed the missing
evidence was unfavourable in an eventual trial and
therefore effectively imposed a penalty against private
enterprise jail company, CoreCivic.

“CoreCivic is essentially used to getting away with it — to
not getting called on it,” one observer said.

The previously unreported sanction is the first known
incident of a private prison corporation being held
responsible in a wrongful death lawsuit for destroying
video or other evidence related to immigration. detainees
dying in custody.

There have been similar cases of such behaviour
stretching back nearly a decade, experts said. (Neither
CoreCivic nor ICE responded to requests for comment)
https://tinyurl.com/3w4e6wsf

International briefs

USA ensures measles epidemic grows

Silly decisions of the Unlimited Stupidity Authority (USA)
are being felt worldwide from oil to fertilisers to food...but
also to the growing ill-health of its own people.The
Lancet 2 May 2026 (behind paywall) revealed a measles
outbreak, with 2280 confirmed cases in 2025 and 910
extra cases in the first six weeks of 2026, which
annualises to 11,530. The USA eliminated measles
officially in 2000, after several years of extensive
nationwide vaccination efforts, including a change to a
two-dose measles, mumps, and rubella vaccination
schedule. The current epidemic started in January 2025,
in Texas, with two imported cases, and has since spread
to 45 US states. The USA is expected to abandon its
measles-eliminated status officially later this year.

Numbers supporting state killing on decline

Support in the USA for capital punishment, which is legal
in 27 states, has been declining for decades. Polling
shows that just over half of Americans support it, down
from 80% in 1994. Many states are turning back to the
ancient firing squad method of killing, because drug
companies won’t supply the drugs to enable lethal
injection, and gassing or electrocuting is particularly
repulsive to observe for the killer staff and withesses —
Maurice Chammah, NYT 19 May 026, behind paywall.

Aussie researchers tackle court delays for UK body

The UK’s Criminal Cases Review Commission’s project
to research delays in the criminal justice system involves
an Australian uni. ‘Timeliness in the Criminal Justice
System’, which includes the sometimes long, historic
delays of alleged sexual offences coming to light, is
being examined by Monash University of Melbourne and
the University of London — CCRC annual report p54:
details www.ccrc.gov.uk/https:/
cdn.websitebuilder.service.justice.gov.uk/uploads/sites/
5/2025/07/CCRC-Annual-Report-2024-25.pdf

US supreme allows illegal execution

The US Supreme Court allowed Texas to kill a man the
state had earlier said it was not permitted to kill because
he was intellectually disabled and, as such, ineligible for
to be executed. Judge Ketaniji Brown Jackson (photo)
commented:

Civil Liberties Australia www.cla.asn.au

"I cannot understand the court’s rush
to extinguish [life], much less in the
circumstances of this case.”

Report by Chris Geidner 18 May 2026.
The story is too long to report here in
the fine detail needed: see https:/
tinyurl.com/mv3877xk

DATES

19 June, Sydney: 2nd Australia Space Law and Policy
Conference 2026. Next Horizons: Legal and Policy Pathways
for the New Space Age, Parkroyal Darling Harbour, 8.45am to
5pm, https://tinyurl.com/2etzj2n8

1-3 July, Wellington NZ: ANZSIL Annual Conference 2026 -
Navigating Stormy Seas: People, Place and Perspectives in
International Law, Victoria Uni (with ANU and the NZ Centre for
Public Law). https://anzsil.org/event-6442363

2 July, online: Discussing whether/how to form a Coalition
Against Miscarriages of Justice (CAMJA) group in Australia.
Details and for an invitation: Jovanka Chu Olivares
j.chuolivares @griffith.edu.au Griffith U. Innocence Project.

6 August, Brisbane: Domestic and family violence in historical
and contemporary perspective, presented by Dr Andy
Kaladelfos, Banco Court, 415 George St, Selden Society for
details: https://tinyurl.com/39yamram

4-5 September, Queenstown NZ: World Bar Conference,
hosted by Australia and NZ, in association with The
International Council of Advocates and Barristers (ICAB).
Details: https://na.eventscloud.com/website/93016/

21 Sept, World: International Day of Peace

20-23 October 2026, Hobart: 21st National Family Law
Conference. Hobart Convention and Exhibition Centre. Details
and registration:

10 Dec, World: International Human Rights Day
14-15 Dec, Miami USA: G20 meets

Election cycle for Australia:

2026 Victoria: 28 November 2026
2027: NSW: 27 March 2027
2028: NT: 26 August 2028
ACT: 21 October 2028
Queensland: 28 October 2028
FEDERAL: By mid-2028...possibly earlier
2029: WA: 10 March 2029
Tasmania: (probably) on 30 June 2029.
2030: South Australia: 16 March 2030

CLArion is the regular e-newsletter of Civil Liberties Australia
c/- 51 Ardlethan St FISHER ACT 2611 Australia. Responsibility
for election comment in CLArion is taken by CLA’s Public
Officer, William Murray (‘Bill’) Rowlings, of Fisher, ACT. Please
feel free to report or pass on items in CLArion, crediting CLA
and/or any other originating source. Contributions to:
Secretary(at)cla.asn.au Closing date for this issue was 28 May
2026.

As we are not a law firm, and are not licensed to give legal
advice, we do not deal with individual legal or similar quasi-
legal cases: prisoners and others are advised we will not be
responding to letters or emails asking for help with appeals,
for legal advice, for recommendations of lawyers to write to,
pro bono services to consult, or similar requests. We work
to change laws rules and anomalies for the generic benefit
of all Australians.
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