
CLArion Issue No 2607 – 1 July 2026  
NOTE: Best postal address c/- 51 Ardlethan St Fisher 2611 
Newsletter of Civil Liberties Australia  Email: 
Secretary(at)cla.asn.au  Web: http://www.cla.asn.au/
_____________________

Just one little word…
July could be crunch month for achieving what our 
Federation founders forgot: a bill of rights for Aussies.
Between the 25th and 27th of this month, the Australian 
Labor Party will meet in Adelaide to decide its party 
platform for the next few years, particularly for the 
scheduled 2028 election.
On the agenda is its continuing commitment to a Human 
Rights Act (HRA) for Australia. Several state ALP 
Divisions and many individual Labor branches from 
throughout the nation, as well as  dozens upon dozens 
of ALP members, want just one minor change in the 
relevant wording.
Instead of: “The ALP will consider a HRA for Australia”, 
they want the platform to read: “The ALP will implement 
a HRA for Australia”.
Simple, really.   “Mr Prime Minister Albanese: can we 
have just one word in your ear…”

‘Considering’? All done and dusted
Australia has been “considering” a HRA since Sir 
Samuel Griffiths put forward a private Member’s bill, the 
Elementary Property Bill 1890 (Qld), a law ‘to declare the 
Natural Law relating to the Acquisition and Ownership of 
Private Property’.”  The first operative provision of the 
Bill declared that:

‘all persons are, by natural law, equally entitled to the right 
of life, and to the right of freedom for the exercise of their 
faculties; and no person has, by natural law, any right 
superior to the right of any other person in this respect’.

It didn’t get up 136 years ago, though Griffith did: he was 
the first Chief Justice of the High Court, 1903-1919.
Since, there have been at least 10 attempts to secure a 
Human Rights Act (HRA, or ‘bill of rights’) for Australians, 
roughly one every 15 years or so since the 1940s. Just 
about every time, we’ve been “consulting” as well.
The last push was in 2009-10, when lawyer and Jesuit 
priest Father Frank Brennan was chosen by the federal 
Labor Government to lead a quality committee to hold 64 
public meetings throughout Australia. The committee 
recommended 
enacting a HRA…
but all that was 
adopted was a 
“framework” which 
included a review of 
draft federal laws 
and a Joint 
Committee of 
Parliament to 
scrutinise draft laws, 
sometimes before 
they passed, 
sometimes not.

Now, 15 years later, the idea of a properly-formalised – 
implemented, legislated, enacted – machinery to guide 
and govern our inalienable rights and intrinsic 
responsibilities, our liberties and freedoms in Australia, is 
on the agenda again, bigger, better and with brighter 
prospects than ever before. How did we get here?

Human Rights Act for Oz…the story so far
On 20 June 2017, the Coalition government’s AG 
George Brandis appointed Prof Rosalind Croucher as 
President of the Australian Human Rights Commission 
from July 2017 to July 2024. She had previously been 
President of the Australian Law Reform Commission 
(ALRC) from December 2009 until July 2017.
The oboe-playing, choral songstress (in her spare time) 
had already been head of the law schools at Sydney and 
Macquarie universities, and had earned her PhD in 
Legal History at UNSW. She had run the Australian Law 
Reform Commission for eight years, and been in charge 
of its Freedoms inquiry.
Dr Croucher decided the ALRC approach to achieving 
change – in this case, a Human Rights Act for Oz – was 
the way to go. Long, detailed analysis, followed by 
robust and irrefutable recommendations.
So, after a year preparing, she launched and led the 
internally-realised, intensive, research, analysis and 
writing (along with constant external consultation also) 
over about five years that produced the treatise on what 
a HRA for Australia should look like. She named it the 
‘Free+Equal’ report. Summary document: https://
humanrights.gov.au/our-work/publications 
Subtitled ‘Revitalising Australia’s Commitment to Human 
Rights’, this 194-page blueprint included a Human 
Rights Act “model”, crafted by AHRC experts. 
It landed to much acclaim. Instantly, it formed the 
backbone of the next major initiative, a public inquiry and 
consultation by the federal Parliamentary Joint 
Committee on Human Rights.
In the interim…
While the Free+Equal report was being sculpted, work 
was well under way to prepare the ground within the 
community so it would be possible take the concept of a 
bill of rights much further this time around…actually, into 
legislation. A leader of the public push was Labor MHR 
Peta Murphy, with strong behind the scenes support 
from then-AG, Labor’s Mark Dreyfus.

Murphy, a tigress for human rights and for 
curtailing the excessive public spending 
and limitless reach of betting companies 
in Australia, contracted cancer and spent 
her final months fighting very publicly and 
very bravely for what she believed in. (A 
fitting honour would be to call the new bill 
of rights ‘Murphy’s Law’).
Left: Rosalind Croucher (left) and Peta Murphy 
(right) in May 2023 in Parliament House 
Canberra. CLA President Dr Kristine Klugman 
is in the background, waiting to speak with 
them both. Murphy died in December 2023. 
(pic: Bill Rowlings)
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AG Dreyfus gives a parliamentary push
On 15 March 2023, Attorney-General Dreyfus formally 
commissioned the federal parliament’s Parliamentary 
Joint Committee on Human Rights to take a year to:
• review the scope and effectiveness of Australia's 2010 

Human Rights Framework and the National Human 
Rights Action Plan (CLA notes: these had virtually 
disappeared without trace since 2010);

• consider whether the Framework should be re-
established, as well as the components of the 
Framework, and any improvements that should be 
made;

• consider developments since 2010 in Australian 
human rights laws (both at the Commonwealth and 
State and Territory levels) and relevant case law; and

• consider any other relevant matters.
The committee consulted very widely. Eventually, it 
asked for an extension to 30 May 2024.
On that date, the PJCHR’s presented its formal report to 
the AG and therefore to the Albanese Labor 
Government.
Since then, officially, nothing.  From the government, no 
response. Governments are morally obliged to provide a 
response to such reports within six months, but the 
obligation is more breached than observed.
From the “new” (see below) Attorney-General, Michelle 
Rowland, not a positive public peep.
In fairness to her and the government they have been 
swamped by the problems created when the Bondi 
Beach (BB) massacre of 15 mostly Jewish Australians 
took place on 14 December 2025.
However, a Human Rights Act is the underpinning 
needed as a base for a national social cohesion program 
in part response to BB, possibly under the banner of 
‘civics education’. The AG’s Department had been 
planning such a social cohesion initiative for more than 
two years: it began conceptualising the idea and seeking 
expert input long before BB happened.
‘New’: Rowland became AG when Dreyfus was rolled 
out of the ministry in a factional deal between right and 
left of the Labor Party after the May 2025 election. 
Otherwise, even the ultra cautious former AG Dreyfus 
would have probably by now, more than two years after 
the PJCHR tabling, had a draft HRA on the public and 
parliamentary Labor agenda.

Committee comes down strongly in favour
The.PJCHR committee made 17 detailed 
recommendations, including that the government re-
establish and significantly improve Australia’s Human 
Rights Framework, which should include:

• comprehensive and effective protection of human 
rights in legislation, through the establishment of 
a Human Rights Act;

• a significant and ongoing commitment to national 
human rights education;

• requirements for public servants to fully consider 
human rights in the development of legislation 
and policies;

• enhancements to human rights parliamentary 
scrutiny;

• enhancements to the role of the Australian 
Human Rights Commission;

• review of Australia’s legislation, policies and 
practices for compliance with human rights; and

• measures to monitor progress on human rights.
The committee also prepared an example draft Human 
Rights Bill to promote understanding of its proposed 
model for a statutory federal Human Rights Act. 
Importantly, the PJCHR proposals included the ‘dialogue’ 
approach – under which “unelected” judges would be 
forced to refer any “boundary’ rights issues back to 
Parliament for a vote to decide which way to go – and 
the No Rights Without Remedy approach, which 
basically gives every person a chance to get to relatively 
quick, easy and cheap conciliation and/or lower court or 
tribunal ruling if they can demonstrate a right they should 
have has been breached.
The committee received 335 public submissions, over 
4000 form or campaign letters, and held six public 
hearings, during which it heard evidence from a range of 
community groups, religious organisations, government 
bodies and experts. All 4000 form letters were in support 
of a Human Rights Act and, of the submissions, over 
87% were in favour and only 4% were opposed.
Coalition members of the committee produced a 
dissenting report: even non-aligned committee members 
thought the Coalition contribution appeared to be half-
hearted*, and was certainly not reflective of the 
overwhelming public support given in evidence. https://
tinyurl.com/26wsdpkh
* “It was as if they had not read or heard anything during 
the inquiry,” one committee MP told CLA.

Chair Burns explains how to 
achieve ‘real’ rights
The then-PJCHR chair, MHR Josh 
Burns (Lab, Macnamara Vic, 
photo), said:
"As overwhelmingly supported by 
submitters, Australia needs a 
statutory Human Rights Act, as 
part of a revitalised human rights 
framework, to make rights real in 
everyday decision-making.
‘The Robodebt Royal Commission showed us what 
happens when officials, both elected and unelected, fail 
to properly consider the effect of government action on 
the rights of vulnerable people.
‘A statutory model of a Human Rights Act (rather than 
constitutional protection) respects parliamentary 
sovereignty – ensuring our elected representatives can 
continue to make the laws Parliament deems necessary. 
But with a Human Rights Act in place, Parliament would 
need to expressly consider human rights when making 
laws, and Commonwealth public authorities would need 
to consider rights when making decisions and act 
compatibly with rights (unless Parliament specifically 
directs them otherwise).
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‘This model would enable complaints against public 
authorities to be conciliated by the Australian Human 
Rights Commission. For the small number of cases 
before the courts, judges would be unable to strike down 
any laws and would simply be applying the law – as they 
do every day.
‘One of the main benefits of a Human Rights Act will be 
to drive a human rights culture within the public service, 
so that those who serve us have a clear framework to 
consider and balance the rights and freedoms of 
everyday people when making decisions and developing 
laws and policies that affect us all.” – PJCHR media 
release 30 May 2024.

In the period between 30 May 2024 and now…
Some 168 non-profit and do-gooder organisations – “all 
the usual suspects” as they are sometimes described – 
have come in behind the four lead organisations 
mounting the national campaign for a HRA.
They include religious groups across the board, from 
Catholics to Quakers and from Muslims to Jews. They 
include the charity groups Oxfam and Vinnies, the social 
security leaders like ACOSS and state entities, 
Aboriginal groups from the far blue seas to the reddest 
sand interior, and many others besides.
The campaign leaders are the Human Rights Law 
Centre, Amnesty International Australia, Civil Liberties 
Australia…and, when it is able to in keeping with its role 
as a statutory authority, the Australian Human Rights 
Commission.

What’s next?  See Just one little word…top of 
this newsletter       
NOTE: There sits on the Australian Parliament business 
paper a “Private Member’s Bill” for a Human Rights Act, 
clauses and conditions and all. Independent MHR for 
Clark, Tasmania, Andrew Wilkie, has tabled his bill in 
three parliaments. But it has virtually no chance of ever 
getting up unless supported by Labor or a mixture of 
Labor, Greens and “teal” Independents. Wilkie’s latest 
version of a HRA is very like that proposed by the AHRC.

What will the Australian HRA (‘bill of rights’) 
cover?
The exact rights protected will be as per the federal 
legislation when passed by the Australian Parliament.
Taking the most sophisticated HRA in Australia, that of 
the ACT which has been in place for 22 years, these are 
the most likely.
Rights protected by the ACT HRA 2004 include:
• Freedom of movement (s 13)
• Freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief (s 

14)
• Peaceful assembly and freedom of association (s 15)
• Freedom of expression (s 16)
• Freedom from forced work (s 26)
• Rights to recognition, equality and non-discrimination 

(s 8)
• Right to life (s 9)
• Protection from torture (s 10(1))

• Protection from experimentation and medication 
treatment without consent (s 10(2))

• Protection of the family (s 11(1))
• Privacy and reputation (s 12)
• Taking part in public life (s 17)
• Liberty and security (s 18)
• Treatment of people who are deprived of their liberty (s 

19)
• Minorities (s 27(1))
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples (s 27(2))
• Children generally (s 11(2))
• Children in the criminal process (s 20)
• Fair and public hearing (s 21)
• Rights in criminal proceedings (s 22)
• Compensation for wrongful conviction (s 23)
• Not to be tried or punished more than once (s 24)
• Retrospective criminal laws (s 25)
• Education (s 27A)
• Right to work and other work-related rights (s 27B)
• Right to a healthy environment (s 27C)
• Some rights are protected by other laws in the ACT, 

such as:
• victims’ rights
• rights not to be discriminated against
• rights in healthcare settings
• rights for children and young people
• rights relating to mental health detention. 

NOTE: 
• All ACT government agencies and anyone doing 

government work must consider your human 
rights before making a decision that affects you 
or your family; and

• ACT government agencies and their contractors 
must act consistently with human rights.

Most human rights are not absolute, and are subject to 
certain limits. Sometimes the human rights of one 
person can conflict with the human rights of another 
person.
Human rights may be limited if there are justifiable 
reasons for doing so: the limits are set by law where 
“there’s no other less restrictive way to obtain a 
legitimate purpose”.

ENDS Human Rights Act coverage

PJCHR warns govt about its own NDIS Bill
Parliament’s Joint Committee on Human Rights has 
taken a microscope to the proposed changes under the 
national disability scheme, aimed at cutting costs, and 
issued nearly 60 pages of warnings that the government 
risks reducing human rights.
Considering the National Disability Insurance Scheme 
Amendment (Securing the NDIS for Future Generations) 
Bill 2026 in its Scrutiny Update No 7 of 2026, the Report 
7 of 2026, the PJCHR warns particularly on the impact 
the winding-back proposals may have on children and 
families.
Details:  https://tinyurl.com/3crxttn9
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ODD SPOT: Overall market up 40%; criminal 
share up nearly 70%
The Australian govt continues to encourage small 
business to get much larger in the crime industry.
The quantity of nicotine consumed in Australia increased 
by almost 40% from 2017 to 2025: with most of the 
increase occurring since 2021. Over the period 2017-25, 
the population grew 14%. 
A large rise in illicit cigarettes underpinned the increase 
as did an increases in e-cigarettes and other nicotine 
products. Consumption from illicit sources as a share of 
total tobacco consumed rose from 12% in 2017 to 80% 
in 2025.
Prices for legal tobacco products have almost tripled 
since December 2016, driven by annual tobacco excise 
increases, while estimated prices of illicit tobacco 
products have remained relatively constant.
– ABS Household consumption of illicit tobacco and 
nicotine products, 3 June 2026 https://tinyurl.com/
3r9jsany
CLA notes that no doubt the crime groups profiting from 
these govt settings are also receiving benefits under the 
newly much-reduced Capital Gains Tax imposts. The 
govt calls this ‘win-win’…for the criminals, it seems.

Burgess performs his annual ‘scream’ show
ASIO boss and marketing guru Michael Burgess ramped 
up national fear yet again last month – and, as facts and 
details become even sparser year-by-year, his annual 
rhetorical flourishes become richer…
“Our degrading security environment is characterised by 
concurrent, cascading and compounding threats,” 
Burgess and his speechwriter said.
There you have in a nutshell, the three Big C’s of 
security according to the man I like to describe as a 
spitting image of ‘The Scream’ painting. 

Why anyone 
believes anything 
Burgess (at right) 
says is beyond 
belief: the 
Director-General 
of ASIO and all his 
staff are the only 
Australian public 

servants authorised by the government to lie. Which they 
do, consistently.
All his staff use false names, for starters. You can’t 
publicly identify them even decades after they have 
retired, under threat of your being jailed.
I look forward to the day when the media properly grills 
Burgess, and forces him to define and back up – with 
facts – the ridiculous claims he makes every year for 
numbers of “potential attacks thwarted”.
In December 2025, there was one real, actual attack in 
which 15 people were massacred adjacent to Bondi 
Beach. Despite warning in his 2025 address of the 
likelihood of an anti-Israel/semitic attack, ASIO failed in 
the only security threat situation in the past year where 

we have details. ASIO is yet to be held to account 
publicly for what they did or did not do (acknowledging 
that they cannot anticipate everything).
In his 2026 diatribe, Burgess pointed to foreign nations 
trying to exert influence domestically, including through 
coerced repatriations. He failed to mention the USA and 
its relentless and ridiculous pursuit of former Marine 
Corps pilot Dan Duggan, an Australian citizen with wife 
and kids here, for earning a living by training Chinese 
pilots after he had long retired from US service. A 
smarter entity than the US military-spook complex would 
have silently and secretly debriefed Duggan on his 
Chinese experiences long ago.
The ASIO boss pontificated Australians who wanted a 
safer country should be more tolerant and give others a 
“fair go” to turn down the temperature. “The tolerance of 
intolerance, the growth of grievance, the radicalisation of 
minors, the embrace of conspiracy … all these things 
require a whole of community response,” he said.
Quite ironic, really, for the man whose yearly self-
marketing ramps up fear from coast to coast to maintain 
a state of constantly increasing worry and concern 
bubbling away at 40 degrees C across the nation. 
Burgess has been in the job since 2019, appointed by 
the Coalition (then-PM Scott Morrison and Home Affairs 
Minister Peter Dutton). He was reappointed by the 
current Labor government in 2024.
Is seven years beyond long enough in such a role? Info 
from https://tinyurl.com/3fn3b7um

– Personal comment by CLA CEO Bill Rowlings

High Court ruling means big compensation
Some 340 former detainees could claim tens of millions 
of dollars in compensation after a recent High Court 
decision.
The court found the government's case against Safwat 
Abdel-Hady, who argued he was falsely imprisoned 
when he was kept in indefinite immigration detention due 
to a medical condition, failed at the level of constitutional 
principle.
Abdel-Hady was placed in immigration detention in 2017 
after a criminal conviction. He claimed that amounted to 
false imprisoned because it was indefinite immigration 
detention, even after the government admitted that from 
mid-2022 he could not be removed from Australia for 
health reasons.
Abdel-Hady, who is Austrian, suffers a condition which 
carries a high risk of thrombosis and prevents him from 
flying.
A minor High Court correction to a landmark ruling 
embodies how the recent NZYQ case saga has up-
ended Australia's immigration detention system and 
shaken its political and legal institutions.
The ruling applies from the date the government 
conceded he could not travel, July 2022 until the High 
Court ruling in November 2023.
Indefinite immigration detention is illegal where there is 
no real prospect of removal from Australia becoming 
practicable in the reasonably foreseeable future.
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The people released after the ruling have become 
known as the NZYQ cohort. The “lead litigant”, Abdel-
Hady, can seek compensation: how much is not yet 
known.
The Australian Lawyers Alliance immigration 
spokesperson Greg Barns says there were likely 
hundreds of former detainees in the same position, 
according to ABC News. Claims could run into the tens 
of millions of dollar, he said.
"The High Court decision means that an unlawful non-
citizen whose removal from Australia has no real 
prospect of becoming practicable in the reasonably 
foreseeable future can sue for false imprisonment,” 
Barns said. At least 340 former detainees were affected 
by the 2023 decision. https://tinyurl.com/2vexsw4b

Courageous MPs to pry secrets out of TasPol?
The probe by the Tasmanian Parliament into police 
behaviour in the state got under way on 24 June.
The Standing Committee on Government Administration 
B announced the Inquiry into Tasmania Police responses 
to allegations of officer misconduct a month earlier.
They will critically analyse police behaviour under their 
terms of reference:

1) The adequacy of systems, processes and 
oversight arrangements for responding to allegations 
of serious misconduct within Tasmania Police, 
including sexual misconduct and family violence;
2) The culture of Tasmania Police in relation to 
matters or allegations of misconduct;
3) The response from Tasmania Police and the 
Tasmanian Government to the Paul Reynolds matter 
– including the limited scope of inquiry into his 
conduct prior to the Weiss Review, and the decision 
to hold a police funeral; and
4) Any other related matters.

With courage, the inquiry could also probe the things 
police haven’t done, like fully disclosing evidence and 
material they hold in murder cases,  revealing why they 
self-select witnesses to avoid presenting a balanced 
case to a court, why “hidden” reports (or no reports at 
all) on forensic items lie unreviewed in the Forensic 
Science Service Tasmania labyrinth, a section of 
Tasmania Police answerable to the Police Commissioner 
instead of the independent agency it should be.

Qld human rights under scrutiny…again
The Crisafulli Liberal National Party is about to put the 
Qld Human Rights Commission under the blowtorch for 
the second time in just two years.
This time, the govt has announced:
• a review to examine the Qld Human Rights 

Commission’s functions and performance;
• the review will also examine the operation of the 

Human Rights Act as required by legislation, plus 
Respect at Work Act provisions; and

• retired Supreme Court Justice, Peter Flanagan 
KC (photo), will lead the wide-ranging review.

The LNP government claims it is delivering on an 
election commitment to examine next steps for anti-
discrimination law in Queensland. It is not: it wants to 
abolish the Human Rights Commission and rob 
Queenslanders of their Human Rights Act protections, 
CLA says.
“The Crisafulli Government is delivering on a key 
election commitment and launching a comprehensive 
review to ensure Queenslanders are protected by fair, 
effective, and accessible human rights and anti-
discrimination frameworks,” the govt media release 
boasts.
“The review will take ‘a holistic view’ of how 
Queenslanders experience human rights and anti-
discrimination protections in practice – from renting a 
home or accessing services, to interacting with 
government agencies, and resolving complaints. 
The review, it is claimed, is required by legislation (it is 
not, CLA says: a full review was held and the report 
ignored by the incoming LNP govt in October 2025, 
when it took power from Labor).
For a 2026 critique of how the Qld govt has been doing, 
see https://tinyurl.com/2nkynzpe

LNP govt rejects the first, proper report
Section 95 of the Human Rights Act requires a review of 
the operation of the Qld Human Rights Act to be carried 
out by an independent and appropriately qualified 
person as soon as practicable after 1 July 2023.
The Attorney-General tasked Professor Susan Harris 
Rimmer to inquire into, and report on, the operation of 
the Act.
The professor’s final report, Placing People at the Heart 
of Policy: First independent review of the Human Rights 
Act 2019 (Qld) (PDF, 4.373 MB) was tabled in the 
Queensland Parliament on 26 March 2025. It was 
rejected by the incoming LNP govt, presumably on 
ideological grounds.

Hoping Flanagan can retain his good repute…
The new inquiry head, Flanagan (see above), is a 
respected former judge of the state’s Supreme Court.
“I look forward to undertaking this significant body of 
work and consulting with relevant stakeholders,” Mr 
Flanagan said. “I am aware of the need for all people in 
Queensland, especially the most vulnerable, to be 
protected by a workable and 
effective human rights and anti-
discrimination framework.” 
Let’s hope he lives up to his 
words, and doesn’t leave weasely 
wriggle room for a govt that is in 
such odour its own police union – 
not soft-hearted civil liberties 
people – is attacking it for 
crowding too many kids and 
adults into police watch houses that need to be locked 
down virtually 24/7.
The Flanagan (photo) review began mid-June 2026 with 
the final report due to be tabled in the Legislative 
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Assembly by 31 March 2027, Terms of Reference for the 
review are here: https://www.justice.qld.gov.au/initiatives/
review-of-the-queensland-human-rights-commission

Police complain about watch houses
Police watch houses across Queensland are regularly 
operating above capacity, despite an internal review 
identifying the problem almost a year ago. 
Queensland Police Union president Shane Prior said the 
overcrowding was creating unacceptable conditions for 
both prisoners and staff. The QPU has lodged a 
complaint with Workplace Health and Safety 
Queensland about conditions faced by officers working 
in watch houses, the ABC reported.
Queensland Police Service data shows regional watch 
houses are among the worst, with some facilities 
regularly operating well beyond their intended capacity.
In Toowoomba, 130 kilometres west of Brisbane, the 
watch house has exceeded capacity nearly every month 
since January 2025. The problem peaked in March when 
the 23-bed facility recorded an average daily occupancy 
of 45 prisoners, almost double its designed capacity.
Maryborough's four-bed watch house held an average of 
11 people a day in February 2026.
"That is a dire situation," Mr Prior told the ABC, adding 
prisoners were often forced to share cells, beds and, in 
some cases, sleep on mattresses on the floor.
He said the pressure on regional watch houses was also 
affecting frontline policing.
"Police in Dalby often have to stop attending calls for 
help in the community to return to the police station to 
safely help feed or move prisoners in the watch house," 
he said.

Watch houses have become jails
A 2025 internal review into the watch house network 
found facilities designed to hold people for fewer than 72 
hours had increasingly become long-term custodial 
environments.
The review made 34 recommendations to modernise 
watch houses and return them to their original short-term 
processing purpose, all of which were accepted by QPS 
at the time.
Prior said delays in transferring prisoners into the 
correctional system were a key contributor to the 
problem. "Seventy to 80 per cent of prisoners in our 
watch houses should not be there in the first place. They 
should be in a Queensland Corrective Services facility," 
he said.
He accused QCS of exploiting a legislative "loophole" 
that allowed some prisoners to remain in watch houses 
for up to 21 days. "That needs to change back down to 
three days," Prior said.
A QCS spokesperson said prisoner intakes had 
increased in recent months, and the agency was working 
with police to manage transfers.
CLA points out that prisoner intakes are soaring due to 
irresponsible laws of the LNP govt, including restricting 
bail opportunities and convicting people for formerly 
lesser offences.

‘Ticking time bomb’, police say
Despite being in office for more than 18 months, the 
Crisafulli govt blames its predecessor.
Police Minister Dan Purdie said the government had 
acted immediately to undo Labor's failings, starting with 
a $16 million investment and a full system overhaul 
announced nearly 12 months ago.
Since then, no improvement. Things are getting worse 
by the day, according to police.
The QPU’s Prior said he was worried about what might 
happen if the issues were not fixed soon. "I fear more 
police will be seriously hurt or a person in custody may 
lose their lives," he said.
"It's a ticking time bomb.”  https://tinyurl.com/yj3r74m8

Swan dives in where Patten not afraid to tread
Robbie Swan and Fiona Patten have revealed stories 
from 25 years of politics, publishing and Australia’s sex 
industry in a new book, A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Sex Party.
Part memoir and part social history, the book highlights 
short stories from Swan’s 25 years as a magazine editor 
and parliamentary lobbyist for the adult industry. 
During this time, together, 
they created the Australian 
Sex Party from which base 
trailblazing MP Patten spent 
eight years as an Upper 
House MP in Victoria, 
challenging taboos and 
fighting hypocrisy to reshape 
public debate and law reform, 
including delivering voluntary 
assisted dying and better 
abortion laws.
They reveal the human side 
of an often-misunderstood 
industry: the humour, 
resilience and strange, sometimes surreal encounters 
that shaped a generation of activists and outsiders.
It all flowed from their decision to support sex workers in 
the back blocks of seedy Canberra industrial suburb, 
Fyshwick, where much frictional frisson took place in the 
witching hours rather than while Parliament was sitting.
A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Sex Party, by 
Robbie Swan with Fiona Patten, Wilkinson Publishing and 
good bookshops $29.99 ISBN: 9781921332968 https://
tinyurl.com/yc7ckzft
 
Police brutality claims to feature in court 
Alleged police brutality is certain to be high on the 
agenda when 25 protestors charged with various 
offences around the visit to Sydney of Israeli President 
Isaac Herzog in February 2026 eventually get a six-week 
trial in July 2027.
They have recently won the right to be tried as a group, 
instead of individually.
Meanwhile, the Law Enforcement Conduct Commission 
will continue to investigate a “significant number of 
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complaints” of alleged misconduct by NSW Police 
officers. State Premier Chris Minns tried to influence 
LECC to not hold the probe. It is not known when LECC 
will report to parliament.
Allegations including unwarranted pepper spraying, 
‘kettling’ (a UK term for police boxing in) protestors to 
small areas, and punching and dragging Muslim 
protestors trying to pray at the mandatory time in the 
street, as part of their religious obligations, after gaining 
permission to do so from senior police attending.
The protests, labelled “antisemitic”, were aimed at the 
behaviour of the Israeli government’s and defence 
forces’ then three-year war on Gaza and the killing of 
some 70,000 adults and children.
That massive Israeli reaction had come in response to 
the one-day Hamas cross-border raid into Israel on 7 
October 2023. The Hamas raid killed about 1200 people 
and saw about 250 taken back into Gaza as hostages. 
https://tinyurl.com/42m572ew

Police bosses, MPs also, get their day in court
When the anti-Israel protest took place, NSW Police 
claimed the protest was unauthorised.
But the state’s Court of Appeal later struck down the 
putative anti-protest law as unconstitutional, meaning the 
police never had the legal right to claim they were using 
special powers given them by the erroneous anti-protest 
law.
The 25 protestors are charged with offences such as 
assaulting police, resisting arrest and not complying with 
move-on directions. This is the normal grab bag of police 
charges it is almost impossible to refute without video 
evidence.
Senior state government ministers and top-level police 
are likely to be called to give evidence in court, as are 
NSW MPs. https://tinyurl.com/27s9dxfh

Police culture sets basis for police behaviour
A deeply embedded bullying, sexual harassment and 
discrimination culture existed within the NSW Police 
Force in 2025 – and there’s no indication the situation 
has changed in 2026.
An independent Cultural Review into NSW Police, 
released last month, quoted officers as believing bullying 
is “as much a part of (the) organisation as wearing a 
uniform”. “Bullying is not only tolerated, it is actively 
encouraged and expected of all members at every level,” 
one officer told the review.
Of 4473 officers (out of a total of about 17,000) who 
responded to the survey, 30% had directly experienced 
bullying in the workplace.
Former Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights 
Commissioner Kristen Hilton undertook the study.
Her report listed 29 recommendations, six dedicated to 
addressing harmful workplace behaviour. She also 
recommended a two-year prevention strategy for 
behaviours like bullying and sexual harassment, 
performance evaluations for workplace leaders based on 
their ability to handle grievances, updated education 
campaigns, and more frequent behavioural audits.

NSW Greens MLC Sue Higginson said the review 
exposed a “toxic, misogynist and unsafe culture” that 
wasn’t confined to a few bad apples. “Every single 
woman interviewed in the police force disclosed 
harassment and abuse without exception,” she said.
NSW Police Commissioner Mal Lanyon said the force 
would implement all the recommendations. https://
tinyurl.com/4sd58jj9
CLA points out that NSW police men and women are 
likely to act towards the public in exactly the same way 
as their workmates act against them: why would they do 
differently from the day-to-day examples they are living 
through?
The report should be tabled as part of the trial of the 25 
alleged protestors (see story above), CLA says.

Wilkie lays into Tas govt
The federal Member for Clark in Tasmania, Andrew 
Wilkie, has come out with scathing criticism for the 
current Tasmanian government and most Members of 
state parliament.
‘DODGY’, ‘CORRUPT’, ‘USELESS’: WILKIE BLASTS 
STATE MPS…was how a headline on an article by David 
Killick of The Mercury reported the outburst.
“The state Liberals are dodgy, state Labor is useless and 
Tasmanians deserve much better, Wilkie says,” 
according to Killick.
He reported that Wilkie said the nobbling of reforms to 
the Integrity Commission by removing the requirement 
for MPs to give evidence under oath was the final straw. 
“In all my days I haven’t seen a government, at state or 
federal level, as dodgy as this one,” the federal MP for 
Clark said.
“Whether it’s taking legal action against the Integrity 
Commission to block the release of Commission reports 
and obfuscating about all the taxpayer-funded costs of 
doing so, or now attempting to kneecap the Integrity 
Commission, at every step the government has shown 
itself to be, at best, deeply untrustworthy and 
breathtakingly incompetent.”
Mr Wilkie said the Labor opposition wasn’t much better. 
“In my opinion this Tasmanian government is corrupt, if 
not in a strict legal sense, then definitely as far as the 
way in which they’ve corrupted all standards of good 
governance and also utterly abandoned the public 
interest.
“And they’re only getting away with it because the 
alternative government is equally useless. Tasmanians 
deserve so much better.”
Independent state MP Peter George said he hoped 
events of the week had sent a strong message to the 
minority Liberals to lift their game. “The censure motion 
is a clear sign that a majority of the crossbench expects 
better from him,” George said. – article by David Killick, 
The Mercury, Hobart, behind paywall 20 June 2026.

Three mainstream jails face dire circumstances
Inmates in WA are sleeping on mattresses on the floor of 
overcrowded cells and subjected to “cruel, inhuman and 
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degrading” conditions, 
prompting the jails watchdog to 
call for urgent reform.
Most of WA’s jails are in crisis, 
with greater harm across the 
system, the state’s inspector of 
custodial services, Eamon Ryan 
(photo), said in a report tabled in 
parliament recently, The 
Guardian reported.

Hakea, Melaleuca and Casuarina jails faced potentially 
serious risks to security, control, safety, care and welfare 
of prisoners, he said.
“This is no longer a problem confined to a single facility – 
it reflects systemic failure across multiple prisons,” Ryan 
said. Conditions pose a serious risk to the safety and 
wellbeing of prisoners and staff, and in some cases may 
amount to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, the 
report said. https://tinyurl.com/yn8a2wjm

Judges to be subjected to people’s judgement
The WA government will introduce legislation to establish 
an independent Judicial Commission to handle 
complaints about the conduct or capacity of judges and 
magistrates. 
The commission is due to start in early 2027 and be fully 
operational by the end of that year. It will be a nine-
person commission. Complaints could include bullying or 
harassment by judges and magistrates, inappropriate 
comments made to a witness or legal practitioner, and 
mental capacity.
AG Tony Buti said the commission would provide 
"transparency and confidence" in the judicial system.
Complaints could be dismissed, referred to a head of 
jurisdiction or, in serious cases, be given to an 
independent investigating panel. 
The panel would be "appointed as needed" and include 
two current or retired judicial members and one "high-
standing" member of the community. https://tinyurl.com/
mspj3j2x

Territory facing suicide crisis
Construction workers in the NT have a suicide rate 
nearly double that of other employed men, National 
Coronial Information System and other data analyses 
show.
Nationally, a recent study showed men 25 to 34 in the 
construction sector killed themselves at the highest 
rates, at around 35 deaths per 100,000 people.
There was no directly comparable age specific figure 
provided for the NT, but the data provided by a 2025 
study by the same researchers showed the NT has the 
highest suicide rate among male construction workers in 
Australia, with 84 deaths documented over the past 19 
years.
A 2023 analysis of data revealed male construction 
workers in the NT have a suicide rate of 51.9 per 
100,000, nearly double that of other employed men in 
the analysis at 28.5 per 100,000. – NT Independent 15 
June 2026 (behind paywall).

BRIEFS
Drastic spook powers curtailed
The Labor government has backed down on plans to 
remove “sunset provisions” from draconian anti-terror 
laws passed in haste and panic over the 25 years since 
the attack on America by flying planes into buildings in 
2001. Instead, parliament must consider, every three 
years usually, whether the laws are still needed. Even 
the usually pro-law’n’order Coalition was refusing to 
pass a bill for blanket entrenching of bad laws, so the 
government was forced to back down. Most of laws – 
such as those allowing warrants to force 14-year-olds to 
divulge information – give police and security services, 
particularly ASIO, virtually unbridled power. CLA has 
argued for decades that such laws are completely 
unnecessary as existing criminal law powers cover the 
same territory. “Let the criminal law deal with criminals,” 
as Prof Simon Bronitt first said in November 2001. 
https://tinyurl.com/48z8ax7j

ASIO needs to re-evaluate its priorities
CLA believes ASIO would better serve Australia by 
changing its priorities to concentrate on ensuring 
intelligence sharing behind the scenes with crime and 
security agencies and affiliates rather than preparing set-
piece, made-for-TV public presentations delivering non-
specific fear-mongering. Public performance – and 
seeking to further grab limitless powers which inevitably 
greatly diminish the rights of ordinary citizens, rather 
than effectively curb wrong-doing of criminals – has 
appeared to be ASIO’s major motivation over the past 
decade. Perhaps the review of the Bondi Beach 
massacre of 15 mostly-Jewish people in December 2025 
will cause ASIO to reevaluate how it can be more 
efficient, and effective.

Double jeopardy law to be tested
A man acquitted of rape in 2022 may 
make double jeopardy legal history 
in Queensland after his DNA was 
retested following a long-running 
state forensics laboratory’s systemic 
management disaster. DPP Todd 
Fuller’s application for another trial 
for the same offence is the first legal 
test of double jeopardy laws brought in by AG Deb 
Frecklington (photo). She changed the law so victims of 
a DNA testing debacle over two decades, where DNA 
testing now shows a different result, get a fair chance at 
“justice” they never had when cases were first heard. 
There are several thousand high priority cases, Hedley 
Thomas reported in The Australian. The application filed 
by the DPP with the Queensland Court of Appeal is on 
the basis that “re-testing of forensic samples identified 
swab DNA evidence that was not available at the first 
trial but which now implicates the defendant in the 
offence”. – The Australian, 11 June 2026, behind 
paywall.

No more forcing people to sign NDAs
When lawyers settle workplace sexual harassment 
matters out of court, one of the key tools they have relied 
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on is the non-disclosure agreement (NDA). In Victoria, 
that changes from today, 1 July 2026, when a new law 
placing restrictions on the use of non-disclosure 
agreements (NDAs) in workplace sexual harassment 
matters takes effect. The state is the first jurisdiction in 
Australia to restrict the use of NDAs in these situations. 
The new law, passed in November 2025, is designed to 
dismantle the “culture of silence” that allows harassers to 
reoffend and protects employers from being held 
accountable. Source: Restricting Non-disclosure Agreements 
(Sexual Harassment at Work) Act 2025 (Vic)

NACC boss quits
Major General Paul Le Gay Brereton 
(photo) AM, RFD will resign from the 
position of Commissioner of the 
National Anti-Corruption Commission 
on 5 July 2026. A decade earlier and 
for four years, he investigated what he 
reported were alleged murders by 
Australian SAS forces in Afghanistan 

between 2005 to 2016: 10 years later, no-one has been 
convicted. In March 2023 he was appointed head of 
NACC: in three years, no-one has been convicted and 
sentenced for any major wrongdoing, though Brereton 
himself was found to have engaged in “officer 
misconduct”. He was a judge of the NSW Supreme 
Court from 2005 to 2023. Among his varied military 
appointments as a Reserve officer, he was Head of 
Cadets for Australia for four years from 2010 to 2014, 
having cut his teeth as training officer of Knox Grammar 
School (his alma mater) Cadet Unit from 1977 to 1979.

Tuffin’s legacy lingers
Tasmanian Times, the regular online journal started by 
Lindsay Tuffin nearly 25 years ago, is morphing into a 
new format run, directed and managed by Rod Holden. 
Tuffin, a former journalist who died in 2019, did a 
remarkable job in building a strong reputation for what 
became a balanced counter to the traditionally right-
wing, Murdoch-owned, Liberals-supporting Mercury 
daily. Alan Whykes, a man of many interests, kept it 
going from 2020 until early this year. Holden says his 
own approach is “creative problem solving and having a 
stoic crack”, describing himself as “a late bloomer with a 
passion for true (sic) sustainability, indie media business 
models, democracy and what that means for Tasmania 
and his family.” Hailing from Launceston way, he has big 
plans for a new management model while “Our ultimate 
goal is to rebuild TT into the community voice it once 
was, while ensuring our content always remains free.” To 
subscribe, go to: https://tasmaniantimes.com/free-email-
sign-up/

LETTER, etc
Sub-standard leaks of billions of dollars in Defence
Defence embraces 145,000 personnel and a resource 
starved audit demonstrates it is permeated by attitudes 
contributing to "fraud and conflicts of interest" and, 
surprise, "procurement-related misconduct", successfully 
"leaking" $63 billion annually, plus top-ups (30 May). – 
Albert M. White, Queanbeyan, NSW

Tests for democracy looming
“…a real test for democracy looms later this year in both 
countries, the USA and Israel,” lawyer, former editor and 
commentator Crispin Hull wrote last month.
“Elections are due in Israel before October and the US in 
November. Surely, enough decent Israelis and 
Americans will see the catastrophe into which 
Netanyahu and Trump have led them and neuter their 
power to the fullest extent possible.
“Opinion polls are giving hope, with a Jerusalem Post 
poll saying 55% of Israelis do not want Netanyahu to 
stand for election and Gallup putting Trump's disapproval 
rating at 58%.
“The other two strongmen whose breaches of 
international law have made the world demonstrably 
much more awful, Russia's Vladimir Putin, and China's 
Xi Jinping, do not have to worry about opinion polls, only 
revolutions.
“And the lessons for Australia? Stick to the rule of law 
and keep appropriate distance from the US.” https://
tinyurl.com/3t3a877b – Crispin Hull, columnist, Canberra 
Times and Pearls and Irritations.

CLA’s main activities – June 2026
Most work continues to centre on progressing the 
objective of a Human Rights Act (‘bill of rights’) for 
Australia.
This past month, CLA National HRA Campaign Director 
Chris Stamford analysed three models of HRA bills 
(those of the Australian Human Rights Commission, 
federal MHR (Clarke Tas, Ind.) Andrew Wilkie’s federal 
Private Member’s Bill and NSW MLA Jenny Leong 
(Newtown, Greens) re processes for complaints handling 
under their respective proposals.
Research papers:
We held a Teams meeting with Wilkie MP re his HRA 
private members bill and provided him with CLA 
research briefing papers on HRA: viz
1.  Governance and trust
2.  The politics of kindness
3.  Examples of how a HRA can help
4.  Dialogue model
5.  Sovereign citizens
6.  Staffing and costs
7.  HR and the well being budget
8.  Role of a HRA international relations
9.  Menzies and Liberal philosophy on human rights
10. History of HRA attempts
11. No Rights Without Remedy concept as underpinning 
of HRA
12. Comparison of three proposed Bills
NOTE: these CLA original briefing papers are available 
on request.  Email: secretary – (at) – cla.asn.au
We held in-person meetings at Parliament House with 
Ted O’Brien MHR (Fairfax Qld, LNPQ) senior advisor 
Mitchell Bland and Matt Smith MHR (Leichhardt Qld, 
Lab) adviser Aaron Jegou
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NSW:
CLA is researching and writing  a 
submission to the NSW inquiry into 
their own proposed state HRA, put 
forward by Jenny Leong MLA (photo).
ACT:
We are also preparing comments on 
proposed ACT govt amendments to 
the ACT HRA. CLA sparked the proposed positive 
amendments, with help from other groups, through a 
500-signature petition process leading to a Legislative 
Assembly committee hearing which endorsed 
improvements to the ACT laws after 20 years of running 
the first HRA in Australia. They include the concept of 
‘No Rights Without Remedy’. 
Radio interview discusses Oz HRA: 
CEO Bill Rowlings and Chris Stamford took part in a 
long-form interview with a New Zealand radio station, 
RCR, hosted by Paul Brennan. Here’s a link to the 
segment: https://rcr.media/episodes/chris-stamford-bill-
rowlings-civil-liberties-australia-australias-push-for-a-
federal-human-rights-act

Sympathy to Bottoms families
CLA extends its sympathies to the Bottoms families of 
Far North Queensland.
Noted First Nations-supporting lawyer, John Bottoms, 
died in May after surgery complications at Cairns 
Hospital. His brother, noted historian and author Timothy, 
was found dead in his vehicle shortly after John’s funeral 
late the same month.
John founded legal firm Bottoms English, and was the 
driving force behind winning stolen wages payment of 
$190m by the State Government to Indigenous people 
who had worked, mainly on cattle stations, in the 1950s 
and ‘60s. Their wages had been kept by the 
government.
He was also instrumental in the Wik native title case in 
which the High Court held that native title was not 
extinguished by pastoral leases but could co-exist with 
them. He was a supporter of CLA.
Timothy wrote Conspiracy of Silence and also Cairns: 
City of the South Pacific, a History 1770-1995.
CLA President Dr Kristine Klugman, herself a historian, 
and CEO Bill Rowlings had the honour of lodging the 
official copy of the heavy ‘Cairns’ book with the National 
Library of Australia in Canberra.
Timothy entrusted it to them for carriage by hand from 
Cairns to Canberra, and lodging it, as he was not sure 
the book would survive the vagaries of weather and the 
postal system across the 2500km between the two 
cities. – details from the Douglas Shire News https://
www.newsport.com.au/

INTERNATIONAL
US Social Security failure may test cohesion
The trustees of the US Social Security system have 
announced that the nation’s trust fund for retirees and 
survivors will be exhausted in six years: tens of millions 
of Americans could see their benefits cut by 22%.

“But, instead of fixing the problem, America is likely to 
just kick it down the road again, drawing on other parts 
of the federal budget to pay for the shortfall in this one,” 
according to Jason Furman, a former White House 
economic adviser.
He said that, a while back “…roughly 20% of the voting 
age population was receiving Social Security benefits, 
too big a population for politicians to risk alienating. In 
six years, that chunk will be about 30%.
“…instead of pumping the brakes, politicians from both 
parties are actually pressing harder on the gas pedal. 
Bipartisan legislation passed in 2024 expanded benefits 
for some state employees without paying for them.
“President Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill, which included 
a de facto benefit increase that came at the expense of 
revenues partially earmarked for Social Security, was 
responsible for one-quarter of the worsening of the 
predictions for Social Security over the past year.”
Furman chaired the White House Council of Economic 
Advisers from 2013 to 2017. His article featured in the 
NY Times on 12 June 2026 (behind paywall).

Indon military officers convicted of acid attack 
Four military intelligence officers have been sentenced 
to up to three years in jail, after they threw sulphuric acid 
over a human rights activist in a brazen attack in Central 
Jakarta.
CCTV captured the assault on Andrie Yunus, 27, with 
two of the officers throwing acid on him while he was 
riding his motorcycle home late at night in March. The 
footage showed Andrie dropping his bike and screaming 
as he clawed at his clothes while onlookers ran to help, 
the ABC reported.
Andrie, who has been a vocal critic of the military's 
growing influence in Indonesia, is still recovering in 
hospital after receiving second- and third-degree burns 
across a quarter of his body.
Four officers — Second Sergeant Edi Sudarko, First 
Lieutenant Budhi Hariyanto Widhi Cahyono, Captain 
Nandala Dwi Prasetya and First Lieutenant Sami Lakka 
— were found guilty of premeditated assault resulting in 
serious injury. It was the lesser of the three charges 
brought against them.
Each of the officers received separate sentences for 
their role in the incident: three years, 2.5 years, 2 years 
and 1 year respectively. The two officers who threw the 
acid on Andrie have been dishonourably discharged 
from the military. 
Human Rights Minister Natalius Pigai told the ABC the 
government had demanded a transparent and objective 
trial in Andrie's case. https://tinyurl.com/4k8k2za3

Scientists silenced by medical research body
Five leading scientists were kicked out of the 
annual meeting of the American Diabetes 
Association (ADA) in New Orleans last month.
They had handed out copies of an editorial, published in 
the journal Diabetes Care, sharply criticising the Trump 
administration’s ongoing attacks on scientific research.
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Those ousted were Steven Kahn, professor of medicine 
at Washington U and editor-in-chief of Diabetes Care, 
who co-authored the published editorial; former ADA 
president Desmond Schatz of Florida  University; Aaron 
Kelly, pediatrics professor at Minnesota U; Justin Ryder 
of Northwestern U; and Irl Hirsch, also of Washington U.
The five were handing out reprints of the editorial outside 
a room where the director of the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), Jay Bhattacharya, had been scheduled to 
speak. Bhattacharya cancelled and another NIH official 
spoke in his stead.
“They physically grabbed us, forced us out of the 
conference center, and told us we could no longer attend 
the meeting,” Kelly told MedPage Today. “They’re taking 
our lanyards. It really has come to this in America. 
Censorship is real. America needs to stand up. 
Scientists, stand up. Physicians, stand up.” 
Some questioned how handing out reprints of an 
editorial published in the ADA’s own journal, at the ADA’s 
own annual conference, could be construed as a 
violation of the ADA’s conference code. https://
tinyurl.com/2cy8e2eb

‘Harmed’ children set to receive bonanza
Precedent rulings in US courts suggest thousands of US 
young people may soon receive lump sum payouts to 
rein in social media-pedalling platforms getting rich 
because of allegedly maliciously and/or irresponsibly 
designed screens creating a widespread mental crisis in 
children.
US court decisions may leave open the opportunity for 
Australia’s and other nations’ kids to also sue.
YouTube and its parent, Google, have settled 
confidentially with a minor who ‌claimed the platform 
harmed mental health: the outcome precedes ‌a second 
trial over claims the design of social media sites has 
‌fuelled a youth mental health crisis.
A second trial testing claims of others allegedly harmed 
by the design of social media platforms like Meta's 
Instagram, Snap Inc's Snapchat and ByteDance's TikTok 
is due to go ahead this month.
More than ‌3300 lawsuits involving addiction claims 
against social media companies are pending in the 
California state system. Another 2600 cases brought by 
individuals, school districts, municipalities and states are 
pending in the California federal jurisdiction. 
The first trial, which ended in March, was in the case of a 
woman ‌who said she became addicted to Google's 
YouTube and Meta's Instagram at a young age because 
of their attention-grabbing design.
A jury found the companies negligent and ordered Meta 
to pay $6 million in damages and Google to pay $2.6 
million. https://tinyurl.com/2nfhs6yb (behind paywall).

Man gets 100 years jail for shooting a cop
Benjamin Song, who shot but did not kill a police officer 
during an ICE operation, was sentenced to 100 years in 
prison last month, with others getting 30 years or more 
for their role in a 4 July 2025 immigration protest turned 
violent.

Song was convicted of attempted murder for shooting 
and injuring an Alvarado police officer Thomas 
Gross outside the Prairieland Detention Center.
US District Judges Mark Pittman and Reed O’Connor 
also sentenced seven others outside the ICE facility as 
part of an “antifa” cell. Maricela Rueda was sentenced to 
70 years for her role that night nearly one year ago. 
Autumn Hill, Zachary Evetts, Meagan Morris, Savanna 
Batten, and Elizabeth Soto were all sentenced to 50 
years. Daniel Sanchez Estrada was sentenced to 30 
years.
Before Pittman read his sentence, Song told the court he 
doesn’t hate cops, Trump or Nazis.
Song called the idea that he intended an ambush the 
night of July 4 “impossible”.
Rather, when he saw Gross exit his car and point his 
gun at another defendant, Song said he saw his “worst 
nightmare” about to occur, fearing an instance of police 
brutality. https://tinyurl.com/z8fmsbcb

International briefs
Does Trump mean what he says? Defin-itely
The US Administration is now arresting alleged “antifa” 
members before they commit crimes…but US 
prosecutors have failed in court to define “antifa”. 
Because President Trump “designated” antifa as a 
terrorist group, counter-terrorism rules apply, so arresting 
agencies only need “indicators” of criminal intent like 
attitudes that are anti-American, anti-Christianity, anti-
capitalism or even extremist on immigration. But, to the 
general public, “antifa” means “anti-fascist”. This 
anomaly is perhaps why the US Administration considers 
anyone claiming to be “antifa” is anti-Trump, and maybe 
anti-Humpty Dumpty who, like President Trump 
apparently, ascribed to the notion that “When I use a 
word, it means just what I choose it to mean—neither 
more nor less”. The lack of a definition emerged in a 
case last month when the FBI arrested 15 anti-ICE 
protestors in Minnesota (already infamous for ICE 
misbehaviour) and tried to convict them. https://
tinyurl.com/mr3rhxpw

Death haunts halls of Westminster Palace
“In 2025, the Terminally Ill Adults Bill passed in the UK 
House of Commons to become law in England and 
Wales. In April, 2026, it failed to pass through the 
unelected House of Lords, as the more than 1200 
amendments proposed meant it could not be discussed 
in the time allocated. The bill will now not become law 
unless re-proposed. Beyond the accusations of 
inadequate safeguards, filibustering, and undemocratic 
processes, this process highlights the important but 
missed opportunity for debate on our relationship with 
death. Death and dying are issues that everyone has a 
stake in, whether they choose to or not. The debates 
that did take place in relation to this bill were narrowly 
framed, preventing wider engagement with this urgent 
issue.” (The authors call for citizen assemblies across 
the UK to fully debate society’s approach to death, which 
they say is “unbalanced”) – The Lancet, 6 June 20206, 
behind paywall.
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Trump’s minions devoted to the election cause?
President Donald Trump says “if you don’t have honest 
voting, you can’t really have a nation.” But five months 
out from the mid-term elections that will determine 
control of Congress, his Justice Department has 
canceled election-integrity training sessions for 
prosecutors and FBI agents, deleted a 281-page guide 
to prosecuting election offences, fired most of the 
lawyers in its Public Integrity Section and failed to 
replace the director of its Election Crimes Branch. The 
DoJ has not taken the usual steps to establish a 
“command center” to monitor and address the typical 
emergencies that pop up around election day, three 
sources with knowledge of the situation told NOTUS. A 
command center team would address things like voter 
intimidation and targeted disinformation meant to hinder 
a fair process. These actions — and inactions — have 
alarmed current and former prosecutors, who say the 
Justice Department is not prepared to deal with threats 
to election integrity in the November elections. https://
tinyurl.com/4brndta4

DATES
1-3 July, Wellington NZ: ANZSIL Annual Conference 2026 - 
Navigating Stormy Seas: People, Place and Perspectives in 
International Law, Victoria Uni (with ANU and the NZ Centre for 
Public Law). https://anzsil.org/event-6442363
2 July, online:  Discussing whether/how to form a Coalition 
Against Miscarriages of Justice (CAMJA) group in Australia. 
Details and for an invitation: Jovanka Chu Olivares  
j.chuolivares@griffith.edu.au Griffith U. Innocence Project.
7 July, Melbourne: Public lecture Getting Murdoched: how 
Murdoch’s media wields power and punishment, exposé from 
Professor Andrew Dodd and Professor Matthew Ricketson, 
Melbourne Public Humanities Initiative, Theatrette, State 
Library Victoria 6.30-7.30pm, For details: E: arts-
engage@unimelb.edu.au  Free.
6 August, Brisbane: Domestic and family violence in historical 
and contemporary perspective, presented by Dr Andy 
Kaladelfos, Banco Court, 415 George St, Selden Society for 
details: https://tinyurl.com/39yamram
20 August, Brisbane: 5.15–6/45pm The early experience of 
voluntary assisted dying in Queensland: What have we 
learned? Prof Ben White, Aust. Centre for Health Law 
Research QUT, commentator  Peter Applegarth AM KC, 
chaired by Supreme Couirt judge David Boddice. Register: 
https://qldbar.asn.au/cpd-events.  Free
4–5 September, Queenstown NZ: World Bar Conference, 
hosted by Australia and NZ, in association with The 
International Council of Advocates and Barristers (ICAB). 
Details: https://na.eventscloud.com/website/93016/
21 Sept, World: International Day of Peace
20-23 October 2026, Hobart: 21st National Family Law 
Conference.  Hobart Convention and Exhibition Centre. Details 
and registration: 
7-8 Dec, Melbourne: 11th Asian Constitutional Forum, 
Constitutionalism in Asia in a Changing World U. Melbourne 
Law School: contact for details: law-cccs@unimelb.edu.au
10 Dec, World: International Human Rights Day
14-15 Dec, Miami USA: G20 meets
 

Election cycle for Australia:
2026 Victoria: 28 November 2026
2027: NSW: 27 March 2027
2028: NT:  26 August 2028

FEDERAL: By mid-2028…but possibly earlier (or 
2029, if we go to four-year terms)
ACT: 21 October 2028
Queensland: 28 October 2028

2029: WA: 10 March 2029
Tasmania: (probably) on 30 June 2029.

2030: South Australia: 16 March 2030
CLArion is the regular e-newsletter of Civil Liberties Australia 
c/- 51 Ardlethan St FISHER ACT 2611 Australia. Responsibility 
for election comment in CLArion is taken by CLA’s Public 
Officer, William Murray (‘Bill’) Rowlings, of Fisher, ACT. Feel 
free to report or pass on items in CLArion, crediting CLA and/or 
any other originating source. Contributions to: 
Secretary(at)cla.asn.au  Closing date for this issue was 27 
June 2026.

As we are not a law firm, and are not licensed to give legal 
advice, we do not deal with individual legal or similar quasi-
legal cases: prisoners and others are advised we will not be 
responding to letters or emails asking for help with appeals, 
for legal advice, for recommendations of lawyers to write to, 
pro bono services to consult, or similar requests. We work 
to change laws rules and anomalies for the generic benefit 
of all Australians.

Existing ACT/State human rights acts (HRAs) in Oz:
ACT’s HRA began on 1 July 2004. In 2021, led by CLA and 
others, a 500-signature petition proposed a fundamental 
20-year review. The ACT Parliament agreed immediately to 
extending conciliation to all HR complaints, and to later 
create a pathway for unsuccessful conciliation, robust 
complaints to go to the ACT Civil and Administrative 
Tribunal (ACAT) for a legally-enforceable decision under a 
No Rights Without Remedy proposal (consultation to 
confirm that pathway began in mid-2026).
Victoria’s equivalent Act began in 2006. 
Qld’s HRA began in 2000. It was reviewed in 2025, but the 
report rejected (see article above).
NSW has a Parliamentary Committee inquiry under way as 
of June 2026, under a proposed Private Member’s Bill for a 
HRA by the Greens’ Jenny Leong (MLA Newtown).
SA: A Parliamentary Committee has recommended the 
state adopt a HRA. SA Greens are pushing the proposal 
and will hold a HR Framework Roundtable, under Robert 
Simms MLC on Thursday 13 August 2026, 1:30-3:30pm, 
Old Chamber, Parliament House.
Tas: Kristie Johnston (Ind. MLA, Clark) and Meg Webb (Ind. 
MLC, Nelson) lead the push for a HRA, with the state 
government asked to legislate an Act. The Tas Law Reform 
Institute’s second report in April 2024 was in favour.
WA: The state Labor govt has always claimed to be waiting 
for the federal parliament to pass a HRA. But the state of 
WA – perhaps more than most states – needs a state HRA 
to cover WA state laws.
NT: There is no chance for HRA in the NT while the Country 
Liberal Party are in power. Labor favours a HRA, but needs 
to lift it to a priority in its platform and promises. 
 ENDS state/territory HRA coverage
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