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Labor platform solidified…but Human Rights Act officially remains a ‘maybe’
The ALP’s national conference failed last month to agree to “legislating” for a Human Rights Act (HRA).
The late-July conference did not debate what some state branches, many unions, and individual Labor 
members wanted – to change the status of a HRA under the Labor Party platform from “will be 
considered” to “will be legislated”.
The delegates wanting the change were unable to raise it for wider discussion on the conference floor.
The official wording remains:

'Noting that Australia is the only democratic country in the world that does not have some form of 
comprehensive, national human rights legislation, a federal Labor government will consider whether 
our commitment to the implementation of human rights standards could be enhanced through a 
statutory Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities, or similar instrument. 

Father Frank Brennan, who headed the largest national consultation in Australia’s history, which in 2009 
was over the need or otherwise for a HRA, said last month that the platform could usefully add:

'If it would be so enhanced, a federal Labor government will commit to legislation for such an instrument.’ 
Consultation after consultation over the past 75 years has shown the people want a Human Rights Act. A 
survey in December 2025 by Amnesty International Australia revealed more than 75% support across the 
board by Australians. Even Liberal (71%) and National (72%) voters support Australia gaining a HRA. 

Govt fails to respond formally in more than two years
The Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights (PJCHR) reported on 30 May 2024 – after 15 
months of another consultation – in favour of a HRA, supporting an Australian Human Rights Commission 
(AHRC) model contained in its five-year research report handed down in 2022-23, Free+Equal.
The Albanese executive government has not responded to the 2024 PJCHR report and 
recommendations, more than two years later (responses are meant to be provided by executive 
government within six months).
More than 87% of submissions to the 2024 PJCHR consultations were in favour of a HRA.

HRA in limbo, but crucial to social cohesion 
Legislating a HRA appears to be in limbo in PM Anthony Albanese’s and AG Michelle 
Rowland’s thinking, until after the Royal Commission report. 
But that should not be the case. There is significant national advantage in settling 
down a human rights act before the RC recommendations can be enacted, in late ‘27.
Virginia Bell’s (photo) Royal Commission on Antisemitism and Social Cohesion is due 
to report on 14 December 2026.
Time-wise, there may be an immediate commitment to interim changes from the 
Albanese government in December ‘26. These could include “mechanical” issues, say to police and 
security agency behaviour, firearms laws and protection for Jewish people.
It is highly likely the Labor government will not formally comment to Parliament and the people on how it 
will respond to the RC’s wider social findings and recommendations until about April ’27 at the earliest.
Draft social legislation probably won’t be ready until some time in the second half of 2027. It will have to 
pass parliamentary processes, such as referral to one or more committees (Legislation, Human Rights, 
Education), so the full legislative response may not occur until early 2028. This timeline would have new 
civics education laws coming in just before the mandatory final date for holding the next federal election.
Almost certainly, introducing widespread and lengthy community and public service education about civics 
and social cohesion will be one major element of the government response to the RC’s recommendations.
Late in July, Commissioner Bell said even Public Servants could face additional workplace training under 
recommendations put to the Royal Commission.
The comment came as the Commissioner Bell began to examine the effectiveness of existing education 
and training, and how it can be improved to prevent and respond to anti-Semitic conduct. "By ensuring 
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people have the knowledge, tools and support to recognise and respond to anti-Semitism, we can help 
create safer, more inclusive environments for everyone," Bell said.
Educating federal public servants about how to get full benefit out of a HRA is also crucial. Like legislating 
for a HRA, that initiative should start now, in preparation for the social cohesion / antisemitism response a 
year later, CLA says.

‘No Responsibilities Without Rights’
CLA has long argued that the need for a HRA cannot be disconnected from civics education.
Pushing the individual responsibility of understanding “civics education on social cohesion” to all 
Australians, including public servants, is propaganda unless it is firmly underpinned by rights of citizens.
‘No Responsibilities Without Rights’ sounds very much similar to the slogan that launched the American 
revolution around 1780, and to the passing of Magna Carta 100 years earlier in 1689.
“Educating” the community – from babies to grandmothers, over decades, on the “responsibilities” of 
Australian citizenship – will be an important new initiative for the multicultural nation.

Insisting on and enforcing citizen “responsibilities” without defining the “rights” of 
Australian citizens at the other end of the scale would be an inequitable, unfair and 
unkind mismatch.
“Rights and Responsibilities” go together like Albo and Toto (photo).
When passed, the Human Rights Act (HRA) will bring Australia citizens in line with 
those of Canada, NZ, the USA and the UK who have enjoyed delineated and 
legislated human rights for periods ranging from a decade to centuries. Their 
citizens are well educated to rights: it’s time to educate Australians similarly.
The final legislation to be put before the Australian Parliament may be something 
like: an Act to Enhance Social Cohesion Responsibilities (ESCR). In shorthand, the 
twin laws will be known as the R&R Acts.

How a HR Act will save money, boost productivity
The former President of the Australian Human Rights Commission (AHRC), Prof Rosalind Croucher, has 
explained how a HRA will benefit Australia on many levels.
“And look at the cost, when the protection of rights, and particularly in relation to vulnerable people, has 
broken down,” she said.
“For example, the Law Council suggested that the Royal Commission into Aged Care will cost the 
Australian Government $104 million over four years; the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses 
to Child Sexual Abuse cost about $500 million; the Royal Commission into Violence, Abuse and Neglect 
and Exploitation of People with Disability will cost $527 million, and the Royal Commission into the 
Protection and Detention of Children in the NT jointly cost the NT and Federal Governments, $54 million.
Prof Croucher was promoting the benefits of the proposed AHRC model for a federal HRA in 2023. 
To her tally can be added the $2 billion-plus cost of the Robodebt social service disaster to the nation 
when social service departments tried illegally to take back payments made to dole recipients.
CLA has pointed out for years that getting government decisions right first time, at the political, and the 
public service managerial and bureaucratic level, can save many millions of dollars a year.
Not to mention the reduced angst suffered by citizens, their families and friends as they do battle with 
intransigent officials applying “rules” maliciously or in error.

SEE ‘Letter from former Presidents//Leaders’ of the AHRC at the end of this CLArion newsletter.

Lawyers to descend on Canberra for a legal ‘fest’ in 2027
More than 1000 delegates, mostly lawyers, are expected to descend on Canberra in August 2027 to 
discuss Australia’s legal/justice system…and, CLA hopes, how to fix it.
The Law Council of Australia and the Council of Chief Justices of Oz and NZ, have sent out the call for 
19-21 August next year to the “Australian Legal Convention”. 
People attending will discuss “issues facing the justice system”, and will “set a trajectory towards 
formulating practical solutions to challenges of national significance and concern”.
That’s legal shorthand for virtually no progress on real issues, CLA says.
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If betting is still allowed in Australia a year from now, you can put your last dollar on someone coming up 
with a “framework” of issues to be explored after the event. The legal fraternity likes “frameworks”: they 
can hide a multitude of inactivity, neglect, sins and omissions.
Thursday, 19 August in 2027, will have a “welcome reception” only, at the High Court – so not much will 
get done that day. Friday, 20 August is convention day 1, at the National Convention Centre, with the 
“convention dinner” being held in the National Arboretum. Saturday, 21 August is convention day 2 at the 
National Convention Centre.
Analysing the emphasis of the “convention”? Two nights of dinners and two days of “convening”. That’s 
roughly six hours of festivity and 12 hours of listening to a few “keynote” speakers and hand-picked 
panellists.
So much for the idea of getting some real work done on the nation’s legal-justice problems.
Further information “available in coming months” will be at https://www.lawcouncil.au/alc

What should be avoided
If the 2027 event is to be judged by the 2025 version, the Australian Legal Convention will be 
overwhelmingly an exercise in navel gazing by the nation’s judges and some customary legal 
commentators and academics.
It will concentrate on matters “pursuant to the role of judges and lawyers” for the most part. Very little will 
be real and inquisitorial, let alone an adversarial exploration of what’s really wrong with the legal-justice 
system in Australia.
The concentration will not be on what citizens need and deserve, but on what judges and lawyers want.
Main activities of the previous convention, held in November 2025, is available here: https://
www.hcourt.gov.au/announcements/australian-legal-convention-2025  Have a look: you be the judge.

What CLA says should be on the agenda
Instead of what you see on the agenda of the 2025 conference (see above), what is really needed is 
some of the following discussed and solutions demanded by the legal profession, including judges:

• Enacting a Human Rights Act for Australia, to give ordinary citizens equal rights through law as the 
rights enjoyed by members of the elite through money and position.

• The ‘Failure To Disclose’ disaster, delaying and hampering all Australian courts, is mostly caused by 
police, forensic and DPP misfeasance. Police v the Courts / Society needs its own conference.

• The dire need for a national Criminal Cases Review Commission, an entity which all civilised 
nations have, to fix wrongful convictions in 3-5 years, instead of the average of 12-20 years of 
corrections in just a tiny percentage of miscarriages of justice cases. 

• Wrongful conviction anomalies, caused by possibly incompetent misogynistic (and “hisogynistic”), 
judges and prosecutors seemingly prepared to ‘bend’ the rules to achieve the outcome they prefer.

• Judges siting on for a decade or more in another jurisdiction when they have reached the age limit 
in their “home” jurisdiction. Younger judges – trained to be judges – are what’s needed. “Old” judges 
should go out to pasture, to leave room for younger, fresher ones more attuned and closer to the 
ages of the people appearing before them in courts.

• Appointing Australian High Court judges: how to safeguard against the USA Trump trap in Australia.
• Fixing the High Court which fails justice in Australia every day, and has not been fit for purpose for 

more than 50 years (See later item). 
(Perhaps also, conference attendees could chip in $1 each and buy the High Court a bigger TV set 
for its interstate video links in the main courtroom?)

• Universities continuing to churn out far more lawyers than needed, which means that in upcoming 
decades Australian society will likely become even more litigious (some of our current judges and 
prosecutors would have made great plumbers and chippies).

What is needed is a national convention, lasting two to five years, to fix the “justice system” in Australia (it 
took about 10 years of conventions to create the Australian Constitution, as a guide).
In the nation’s roughly 125 years, there has never been an inquiry into Australian justice (c.f. education, 
health, transport, ports, banks and financial sector, aviation, defence, communications, etc, etc).
But you wont’t see any of CLA’s preferences, above, on the agenda of the 2027 August Legal Love-in.
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New Human Rights Commissioner to be appointed
The announcement of who will be Australia’s next human rights commissioner is 
imminent.
The person appointed will likely begin their term in November, just before the Royal 
Commission on antisemitism and social cohesion report is handed down on 14 
December 2026.
The incumbent, Lorraine Finlay (photo), began her five-year term on 22 November 2021 
after being announced by then Attorney-General Michaelia Cash on 5 September 2021. 
She followed Edward Santow. https://tinyurl.com/muv5c3cf

Aust govt lies to the UN
The government of Australia has lied to the United Nations about Australian “freedoms”.
The falsehood is outlined in black and white in the UN’s Working Group report on the Universal Periodic 
Review of Australia, a UN activity held (into every member nation) about every five years.
The UN report quotes Australia as formally claiming:

31. The rights to freedom of expression and opinion were human rights enjoyed by all persons in 
Australia. 

– reference: GE.26-03262. page 5. https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/62/13
The simple, inescapable fact is that some state legislation denies freedom of expression and opinion. The 
personal restrictions in other states and territories laws also restrict human rights.
For example, the Parole Board of Tasmania (PBT) has formally written to current parolee Sue Neill-Fraser, 
newly informing her that she is not free to claim her innocence, which she has been doing publicly and in 
courts all the way to the High Court of Australia since 2009.
What rights, if a Parole Board can take them away instantly?
Suddenly, three years into a 10-year parole period, after being jailed for 13 years, SNF was formally told 
in May 2025 by letter from the Parole Board of Tasmania (PBT) that her ability to claim she was innocent 
(freedom of opinion) and to say so publicly (freedom of expression) no longer applied.
The PBT had withdrawn her rights, unilaterally. The federal govt says “all persons” have those rights.
SNF is appealing the repressive PBT dictate with help from the Human Rights Law Centre.
The case is due back in the Supreme Court in the next few months.
The major – it is listed first – reason the PBT gives for changing SNF’s parole conditions is that her legal 
possibilities for challenging her conviction are “finalised”. This is legally wrong: the PBT is a legal ass.
SNF is in exactly the same situation that Cardinal George Pell was in when he lost a (Victorian) Supreme 
Court appeal 2-1.
He eventually got his case into the High Court, where he won 7-0, reversing the lower court decision.
SNF lost her most recent appeal in the Supreme Court of Tasmania 2-1. The High Court – because it is 
unfit for purpose, in CLA’s view – has so far refused to grant SNF Special Leave to Appeal, twice.
If her appeal is ever considered by the High Court, she will win at least a retrial, if not complete acquittal, 
on the basis of errors and misbehaviours in her original trial and mistakes in her more recent appeal.

Australia ignores the world on human rights
In replying to criticism of Australia by other countries, the Australian delegation formally said:

“With regard to the human rights framework in Australia, the Government continued to consider 
ratification of additional treaties on a case‑by‑case basis and was carefully assessing 
recommendations by the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights regarding the possibility of 
a federal act on human rights.”

In Geneva, the Australian government rejected 204 recommendations of other countries, and accepted 
only 128, in relation to how we could improve our human rights.
This was an acceptance rate of just 39%, the lowest rate of acceptance by an Australian Government 
since the UPR process began 20 years ago.
On average, other countries accept about 73-76% of all recommendations received.
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Australia rejecting most recommendations disappoints Law Council
Speaking at the UN Human Rights Council, Law Council of Australia President, Tania Wolff 
(photo), reiterated the Law Council’s call for Australia to fully implement and uphold human 
rights obligations and standards, including under the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture, and the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

“We are particularly disappointed that calls from 27 countries to raise the minimum age of criminal 
responsibility to 14 and introduce a federal Human Rights Act were only noted by the Government.
“The Law Council’s submission to the UN highlighted these – along with the continuing over-incarceration 
of First Nations people – as urgent priorities for our nation.
“The UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination has also sounded the alarm about the 
overrepresentation of First Nations children in our criminal justice system in a recent alert to Australia.
“Australia’s international obligations extend across all jurisdictions and cannot be deferred or diminished 
by the complexities of the federal system. Commitment must now lead to action.
“We call on the Australian Government to lead a coordinated national response to give full effect to the 
recommendations accepted through this process.” https://tinyurl.com/2tajrzd8

Why is the High Court of Australia unfit for purpose?
Current chief judge of the HCA, Stephen Gageler, has outlined in a recent speech some of the reasons 
the High Court is not fit for purpose.
Basically, because it controls its own workload, and therefore it is an impossibility that it is hearing all the 
cases it should: on one recent Friday, it rejected 13 of 14 Special Leave to Appeals, at least two of which 
undoubtedly should be heard by Australia’s top court, because of issues involved.
The case of Sue Neill-Fraser in Tasmania, in the original Supreme Court jurisdiction in 2010 and in the 
Appeals Court a decade later when she lost 2-1, should have been heard by the HC.
But, on both occasions when matters of clear national judicial significance that require a HC ruling could 
have been considered, Special Leave to Appeal was rejected, presumably because the HC was “too 
busy” to tend to what is, or should be, its mandatory “knitting”.

Praise for the man who mismanaged the High Court
Now chief judge Stephen Gageler was praising the work of Sir Anthony Mason after his death earlier this 
year (17 March, aged 100).
“Foundational to that posture of the Mason Court were two structural changes which had been legislated 
shortly before Sir Anthony took office as chief justice (1987 -Ed.).
“One was the introduction in 1984 of a general requirement for special leave to appeal to be granted by 
the High Court as a precondition to an appeal to it, a measure which empowered the High Court to 
manage its workflow by focusing on cases considered most deserving of its attention,” Gageler said.
“The other was the ultimate abolition by the Australia Act 1986 (Cth) of all appeals from all Australian 
courts to the Privy Council, a measure to which Sir Anthony Mason referred in his swearing-in speech as 
‘a landmark in our legal history’ as a result of which the High Court came to have for the first time in its 
history ‘exclusive final responsibility for declaring what is the law for Australia’ and an ‘obligation’ together 
with other Australian courts ‘to shape principles of law that are suited to the conditions and circumstances 
of Australian society and lead to decisions that are just and fair’,” Gageler said. – ceremonial sitting, HCA, 
15 June 2026.

HC becomes more and more unfit every year
“(Mason) stressed that each member of the High Court, as a collegiate court, has a responsibility to be 
faithful to his or her considered view of the law. But he also stressed that the ultimate responsibility of the 
High Court is to declare the law, which is the collective responsibility of the institution as a whole.
“Sir Anthony would later link this institutional responsibility to declare the law to what he described as its 
‘institutional responsibility to clarify the law’.
“He explained this institutional responsibility to clarify the law to be ‘the justification for the existence of a 
second-tier appellate structure’ and noted that ‘[t]he requirement for a grant of special leave to bring an 
appeal to the High Court is in itself a recognition of this responsibility’,” Gageler said.
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Quite so, precisely, CLA says. And it is a responsibility on which the HC does NOT deliver.
Mason (photo) was an undoubted judicial giant in Australia, but he should never have 
agreed to run a court “with the institutional responsibility to clarify the law” which 
rejects cases it should – must – hear, simply to reduce its own workload. He should 
have gone into bat to argue for better justice for Australia.
The High Court in the 1980s (if not two or three decades earlier, CLA believes) 
became unfit for purpose.
Every year that passes it becomes more and more unfit as its potential “mandatory” 
caseload rises and it rejects more and more “mandatory” cases…on the sole basis of 
cutting down on how much work the judges have to do.

It was the responsibility of Mason to ask for more judges and a better-designed “high court” system as it is 
now for Gageler to do the same, CLA says.
In 1987 (when Sir Anthony Mason became CJ), the federal government had 30 Ministers in the federal 
Parliament.
In 2025, the federal government had 42 ministers, due to a much-increased workload over 40 years.
Only the institution of the High Court of Australia has the privilege of not doing all the work it is obliged to 
do by rejecting some worthy cases to manage down the number of cases it hears. 

‘People’s protector’ warns proposed new laws go too far
The Human Rights committee of the Australian Parliament last month warned MPs that a draft law, the 
Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission Bill 2026, limits people’s rights and probably denies them 
their “day in court’.
In Report 8 of 2026, the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights – the only committee which 
acts as a direct protector of citizen rights and freedoms – has officially said:
“(We draw) six measures to the attention of the minister and the Parliament over the bill limiting multiple 
rights, including children’s rights, criminal process rights and the rights to an effective remedy, fair trial, 
freedom of assembly, freedom of association, freedom of expression, privacy, and work. Committee 
members also warn the law would likely prevent peoples access to an effective remedy if they were 
wronged.”
In another Bill – the Health Insurance Amendment (Incentive Payments and Other Measures) Bill 2026 – 
the PJCHR warns the government may be going too far: “…questions remain whether the measures are 
proportionate”.
The PJCHR wants the government to “undertake a foundational human rights assessment of the Act, 
including consideration of whether the Act contains adequate safeguards to ensure any limitation on the 
right to privacy is permissible”. More info: mailto: human.rights@aph.gov.au

Electoral committee alarmed at ‘shattered norms’
The foundations and norms of Australia’s electoral system were “shattered” in 2025, a parliamentary 
committee has found.
The Electoral Matters Committee chair, Jerome Laxale said: ‘The interim report provides a response to 
the assault on democracy that many witnessed at the 2025 election.”
“In target seats, the 2025 federal election saw the established norms for conduct at polling places 
shattered. 
“Across the country certain polling places were flooded with participants who shook the foundations of our 
established free, fair and safe electoral processes.”
Polling places ceased to be models of civic cooperation, and instead saw a rise in intimidation and 
confrontation. Voters, seasoned campaigners, and AEC staff expressed shock at the change, he said.
He wants the government to safeguard electoral process by measures to regulate behaviour, increase 
transparency and provide for a safe environment for voters.
The committee is chasing more evidence of the use of generative AI in electoral material, on fixed and 
extended terms of parliament, and on the size of the parliament.
The committee will continue holding public hearings, consider evidence, and address all terms of 
reference in its final report due in November 2026. https://tinyurl.com/t34z4wdx
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DV is down substantially
Domestic and family violence (DFV) is declining in NSW, statistics indicate.
Criminology agency BOCSAR’s DFV indicators, updated with 2024–25 data, show “significant decline” in 
two out of five, with three stable.
Over the eight years to 2024–25, declining indicators based on the annual ABS Crime Victimisation 
Survey, show the proportion of women reporting experiences of violence fell from 4.1% in 2017–18 to 
3.0% in 2024–25.
The proportion of adults reporting DFV victimisation declined from 0.91% to 0.65% between July 2016–
June 2019 and July 2022–June 2025.
Three indicators were statistically unchanged: DFV-related murders of women and children, DFV-related 
hospitalisations of women and children, and police-recorded DFV-related grievous bodily harm offences 
against women and children. – Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research, BOCSAR, NSW: Ph 02 8688 
9800, email: bcsr@dcj.nsw.gov.au

WAPOL officers get their jollies strip searching people
Police in WA more than doubled their strip searching over three years, parliament heard recently..
Half the people strip searched were Indigenous, despite Aboriginal people comprising about 3.3% of the 
WA population.
In 2021-22, 24,246 strip searches were conducted by WA police – just three years later in 2024-25, 
49,362 were conducted, representing a more than 50% hike.
WAPOL are apparently unable to say what the detection rate of contraband, such as drug and weapons 
was because of strip searches. Given that police response, the public can consider the answer is zero: if it 
was a relatively high number, WAPOL would shout it from the rooftops of police stations and watch 
houses.
The huge increase includes hundreds of people under 18 searched. Police 
subject children to "shame and trauma", says the WA Commissioner for Children 
and Young People, Jacqueline McGowan-Jones (photo).The information became 
public after a question on notice in parliament by Dr Brad Pettit, Greens MLC.
WA Police deny they are a racist force operating by abusing human rights against 
the state’s citizens on a daily basis, including by excessively harassing innocent 
people through strip searching.
They can offer no proof they are not racist, or that they do not abuse human 
rights, CLA says, while statistics over a decade or more indicate that, in WA, the 
police ARE the problem, acting as if they are above the law. https://tinyurl.com/mryusp8d

ODD SPOT:  Vomiting not enough for judge to adjourn trial
A District Court judge in WA caused a mistrial in a child negligence case when she refused to grant an 
adjournment because the mother was unwell. As the judge gave her reasons in court for the refusal, the 
mother vomited in front of her. The mother was then put in another room where she could watch 
proceedings but was not in a fit state to follow the trail or instruct her counsel. WA chief judge Peter 
Quinlan and judges Stephen Hall and Jennifer Smith, said the conduct of the trial, as a whole, was such 
as to no longer justify the characterisation of a ‘fair trial’ (and was thereby a miscarriage of justice). There 
will be a retrial…presumably not under District Court judge Linda Black. https://tinyurl.com/y4trzfcj

Feds urged to fix baccy tax regime
Tasmania wants the federal excise on tobacco cut, saying it is massively increasing – fivefold – to $10 
million the illicit tobacco and vapes seized in Tasmania last financial year.
The huge hike in tobacco tax is leaving big margins for illegal sales: crime gangs paying no tax at all.
The state government said 5.43 million cigarettes were seized. Loose tobacco seized was 2535 
kilograms. On top of that, tobacco control officers confiscated 29,899 vapes — nearly three times higher 
than a year earlier. https://tinyurl.com/mturzuy8
The Australian Bureau of Statistics estimates 80% of nicotine products consumed in Australia last year 
were illegal. The federal government is effectively pouring fertiliser on crime growth opportunities, CLA 
says. 
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Webb’s draft law would create ‘gold-standard lobbying integrity’
Tasmanian Independent MLC for Nelson, Meg Webb, has released her Private Members Bill, the Political 
Lobbying (Integrity and Transparency) Bill 2026, for public consultation.
She says it is “a game-changer” for lobbying in the state, delivering transparency.
“This Bill is the next logical step (for) real and robust lobbying reforms.
“Tasmanians should be able to see who is contacting the government and policy makers, when and on 
what matter, in a timely way.” Webb said.
Key features of her proposed reforms include:
• Both third-party lobbyists and in-house lobbyists required to register as political lobbyists;
• Expanding the scope of public officials who must disclose lobbying activities to include all MPs, 

additional to Ministers, Secretaries to Cabinet and Parliamentary Secretaries, and all staff 
employed in MPs’ offices;

• Public officials, including heads of government departments, must disclose;
• Establishing a publicly available Contact Disclosure Log naming the political lobbyist, their relevant 

client, who was present when the activity occurred, and the subject matter involved;
• A “cooling off” period of two years before any MP or official can act as a political lobbyist on any 

matter with which they had dealings while in that position; and
• Enforceable compliance mechanisms and penalties, including de-registration, fines and prison 

terms.
“I firmly believe this bill can shift Tasmania from being the national laggard to become a beacon of gold-
standard lobbying integrity,” Webb said.
Public consultation on the exposure draft Bill closes at midnight on Sunday 30 August.
Details available at these links: the Political Lobbying (Integrity and Transparency) Bill 2026 - Exposure 
Draft and the Exposure Draft Bill Briefing Paper

ACT puts more cash into keeping kids out of jail
The ACT is investing an extra $500,000 through the Canberra Police Community Youth Club Inc (PCYC) 
Project 180 program to support young people at risk of entering the justice system.
The funds will provide trauma-informed support through mentoring, education and vocational pathways, 
and social and emotional development for young people.
At an event where participants graduated after 20 weeks, Minister Marisa Paterson said recent outcomes 
from the program included:
 Canberra PCYC CEO Rikki Lloyd said the additional investment from the ACT Government recognised 
that early intervention worked. “Every young person deserves the opportunity to turn their life around 
before they enter the justice system,” he said. https://tinyurl.com/tx9d452h

‘More Prisoners Means Tax Hikes’ for citizens
Children as young as 10 will face mandatory jail under yet another five-word “solution” to Queensland 
society’s government-generated failures.
Premier David ‘Slick Slogans’ Crisafulli at a Liberal National Party (LNP) conference last month introduced 
a new five-word slogan stupidity: “Breach Bail, Go to Jail”.
Qld’s self-appointed ‘Slogans Supremo’ added this persecution – which captures 10-year-olds – to his 
“Adult Crime, Adult Time” mantra.
Pity the State’s No 1 simpleton doesn’t use a few punchy words to educate electors about the outcomes 
of his slogans: like “More Prisoners Means Tax Hikes” or “SillyFoolli To Tax You More’.
Each adult prisoner costs Qld taxpayers $400 a day. The average cost of detaining one young offender for 
one day in one of Queensland's youth detention centres was (in 2024) over $1834, or $669,308 per year. 
(Productivity Commission reports for 2026, and 2024).

Premier targets children specifically
No 10-year-old should be on bail… and certainly no 10-year-old should end up in jail. (See BRIEFS).
Their brains are not developed enough to know right from wrong. They should be in health or mental care, 
or being looked after by the Child Safety people, CLA says, or even better by their parents or relatives.
Civil Liberties Australia                                  www.cla.asn.au                                          CLArion newsletter, 1 August 2026 –    8

https://megwebb.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Meg-Webb-MLC_Political-Lobbying-Intergrity-and-Transparency-Bill_EXPOSURE-DRAFT_July26.pdf
https://megwebb.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Meg-Webb-MLC_Political-Lobbying-Intergrity-and-Transparency-Bill_EXPOSURE-DRAFT_July26.pdf
https://megwebb.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Meg-Webb-MLC_Political-Lobbying-Intergrity-and-Transparency-Bill_EXPOSURE-DRAFT_July26.pdf
https://megwebb.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Meg-Webb-MLC_Political-Lobbying-Intergrity-and-Transparency-Bill_EXPOSURE-DRAFT_July26.pdf
https://megwebb.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Briefing-Paper-Exposure-Draft-Political-Lobbying-Bill-M-Webb-MLC_July-2026.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/tx9d452h


Why, Premier, do you think it is called Child “Safety”? Is a young child safe if locked up in a police watch 
house seven days a week, 23 hours a day, as you are doing? Or in a kid’s jail being taught how to do 
crime by 16 and 17-year-olds, as your slogans will encourage?
If Qld children are misbehaving, it is overwhelmingly a problem caused by Qld govt incompetence.

• not enough support before and when they were born, so they can’t see and/or hear properly and 
their brains are nutritionally deprived, or foetal alcohol affected.

• abandoned by schools for not “measuring up” (they can’t hear the teacher).
• harassed and targeted by Qld Police because they are on the streets more than “normal” kids.
• placed into inappropriate care by authorities, losing their family and culture(s).
• forgotten by the authorities because their file is lost.

Premier SlickSlogans, first tackle the problems you and your predecessors have caused, and are today 
encouraging to grow, before you blame the little children.
There was a good – but longer – slogan about 2000 years ago: a bloke at that time said it well:"Suffer the 
little children, and forbid them not to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

Locking kids into a life of crime: ‘Once In, Never Out’ Premier might say
Amnesty Australia responded to Premier SlickSlogans by pointing out that governments should be 
working to divert children away from prison at all costs.
And, from the First Nations community came this wisdom:
“We talk about the quicksand of crime – once they get in, they never get out of it,” Indigenous Rights 
adviser Uncle Rodney Dillon told AAP. “We’re not saving these kids, we’re locking them into a life of 
crime.”
Queensland locks up the most children in the nation with about 300 in detention on an average night, 
according to a 2025 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare report. https://tinyurl.com/5brdta6h

Fears jail inmates may nearly double
Qld Corrective Services doesn’t effectively rehabilitate prisoners, the state’s audit office has reported.
Some 44% of convicted prisoners released from jail in 2022-23 returned to custody within two years, after 
reoffending. The rate was even worse for First Nations prisoners: ”In 2024−25, 55% of First Nations 
people returned to custody in Queensland within two years.”
Jails in Qld held 11,278 inmates at 2025, a 54% increases from a decade earlier. The forecast is for an 
extra 1500 to 5200 prisoners by June 2035. As 12 of 13 Qld jails already have more inmates than they 
were designed for, prison building is likely to be a bigger growth industry in Qld than Olympic venues for 
2032, CLA believes (the need to build many and large new jails was forecast by the Qld Productivity 
Commission years ago).
Given the number of new pejorative prison-feeding slogans being churned out by the Premier, the 
estimate of about 5000 may be half right: the number in 10 years may well be 10,000 higher…every one 
of them having to be paid for by taxpayers, not LNP MPs. https://tinyurl.com/4fs8k3us

BRIEFS
English Bar plumps for age 14 as minimum
The Bar Council of England and Wales, after a six month study reviewing the minimum age of criminal 
responsibility, believes the threshold should change from age 10 to 14. Bar chair Kirsty Brimelow KC said:
“The minimum age has remained unchanged for 60 years despite profound shifts in knowledge about 
children based on developmental neuroscience and psychology. We have analysed the available research 
and evidence to identify methods by which child offending may be identified and managed in ways that 
tend to minimise, not aggravate, the risk of future harm.
‘A 'tough on crime' approach to the treatment of children which focuses only on punishment as a method 
of shaping children’s behaviour is very rarely an effective strategy.” https://tinyurl.com/3pt46c8a  
Australian states and the NT, please take note.
Police wave a wand to put more in jail
Qld police scanned 173,831 people, seized 1311 weapons and charged 2652 people with 5199 offences 
since indiscriminate ‘wanding’ by police became permissible in July 2025. https://tinyurl.com/7r9prca8
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Cruelty rules as state slashes rights
Victoria is suspending its human rights Act to eliminate prisoners having a right to one hour a day of open 
air. If they don’t get their allocation, they can’t sue. The last time Victoria suspended its rights Act was to 
lockdown flats, prevent people travelling from suburb to suburb and stop people visiting their dying family 
or relatives during the COVID pandemic scare. That also visited unconscionable cruelty on the state’s 
own citizens. When will the Victorian Labor government ever learn? https://tinyurl.com/44ndfbay

Cops outlobby lawyers 36 to 1
President of the Law Society of NSW Ronan MacSweeney (photo) is campaigning for 
updated digital infrastructure in NSW courts and tribunals. He noted that the recently 
revealed 2026-27 state Budget allocated only $3 million “to modernise court technology”. 
At the same time, the Budget allocated $108.8 million to the NSW Police Force for the 
“newest technology and upgrades”. Balance is missing from NSW govt decision making, 
CLA says. https://tinyurl.com/y3h62ae3 

Jurors get it wrong 
Lindy Chamberlain says jurors 'didn't understand' the evidence in her case. She wants change – SBS 
Insight have featured Lindy Chamberlain and Saxon Mullins putting the jury system on trial. Is the idea of 
12 members of the community randomly selected to decide whether a person is guilty still fit for purpose? 
Do they always get it right?  Link to SBS ‘Insight’ site for OnDemand streaming: https://www.sbs.com.au/
news/insight/article/lindy-chamberlain-says-jurors-didnt-understand-evidence-in-her-case/vqetd5cn2
Qld shifts deck chairs in key areas of concern
Queensland have appointed Michael Drane from 10 July 2026 to be director-general of the Department of 
Youth Justice and Victim Support for five years. He is the third director-general appointed without an 
external recruitment process, according to The Mandarin, https://tinyurl.com/3xdsj7r4 and https://
tinyurl.com/3wshanpr  The Department of State Development, Infrastructure and Planning DG John 
Sosso retired after 42 years service on 10 July due to health reasons. https://tinyurl.com/mwre8x43

LETTERS, etc
Human Rights, compellingly
Eminent Australians, like Frank Brennan SJ, Kris Klugman and Bill Rowlings of Civil Liberties Australia, 
have long advocated a Human Rights Act to protect all who live here. Today (Canberra Times 22 July 
2026) there is support, compelling argued in a brilliant article by Crispin Hull. We need 
protection more than ever as we are exposed more than ever to automated idiocy, 
automated indifference—AI for short. Robodebt illustrates the point. Another example 
from today’s paper: false evidence from ever-so-clever traffic cameras. Conservatives, 
liberals, social democrats – the labels understood in their genuine sense – will agree 
that a federal Human Rights Act is needed. – Thomas Mautner (photo), Griffith ACT. 
(Emeritus Professor Mautner taught Philosophy at ANU: in 2013 he authored an 
analysis of human rights: ‘How Rights Became ‘Subjective’).
Human Rights, laboriously
Thank you, Crispin Hull, for your excellent and timely Canberra Times article (The need for a federal 
Human Rights Act). Repeated Amnesty International surveys show overwhelming public support across 
the political spectrum, sustained advocacy from168 community organisations, and clear assurances from 
social progressives that such legislation would pass both houses of the current Parliament. A federal HRA 
would address Hanson's demands for a fair go. It would empower all sections of the community, not just 
particular interests. Labor cannot continue to celebrate its human rights legacy* while refusing to take the 
one step that would finally bring those rights home to all Australians. Let's just DO IT! – Dr Kristine 
Klugman OAM, Fisher

* HV (Bert) Evatt, who once led Labor, was one three Australians responsible for helping to create 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 (the other two were Dame Jessie Street and 
William Roy Hodgson, Anzac hero, spy chief, and first head of DFAT).

Illegal Trump diktat sends people to jail for 450 years
A reader has pulled up a terse expression in the July CLArion which might have given a wrong 
impression: “You wrote, ‘Because President Trump “designated” antifa as a terrorist group, counter-
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terrorism rules apply, so arresting agencies only need “indicators” of criminal intent like attitudes that are 
anti-American, anti-Christianity, anti-capitalism or even extremist on immigration’.
But what has transpired is not legal, the correspondent says:  “In one of his ultra vires ‘executive orders’,  
Trump purported to designate ‘antifa’ as a terrorist group. He has no such authority under legislation, so 
counter-terrorism rules do NOT apply. This will soon become apparent in court rulings…”
The overall result in the case in question was that eight people convicted of being “antifa” – who were 
really “anti-fascist” – were sentenced to 450 years jail, all because of misunderstanding of the English 
language and bigotry. One of the eight was sentenced to 100 years in jail.
ASIO chief causes citizen concern
ASIO boss Mike Burgess is reported as saying, about Australia's terror threat: "I'm concerned about the 
temperature and trajectory, so within the band of probable, the increase for violence has actually 
happened ... and that concerns me." It concerns me, too, but mostly because I haven't a bloody clue what 
this word salad means. – Peter Moran, Ainslie ACT

Civil Liberties Australia’s main activities – July 2026
Sending media releases to selected journalist prior to the ALP National Conference, including/offering a 
full background briefing on the federal Human Rights Act, and its status in the ALP national platform.

Meeting with ACT Human Rights Commissioner Dr Penelope Mathew and 
Discrimination, Health Services, Disability and Community Services Commissioner, 
Karen Toohey re proposed amendments to the ACT HRA re complaints handling.
Zoom meeting with Sam Tierney (photo), Ken Cush & Associates, re implications for 
complainants, practitioners and systems of changes to the ACT HRA.
Attended: Respect over division and a Human Rights Act webinar: Nick Espie, 
General Manager, National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Services; 
Emeline Gaske, National Secretary, Australian Services Union; Moderator: Daney 
Faddoul, Campaign Manager, Human Rights Law Centre.

Teams meeting, Coalition Against Miscarriages of Justice in Australia, Griffith U Qld: foundational meeting 
calling for ideas, volunteers, etc.
Submissions:
CLA submission to the NSW Parliament re NSW Human Rights Act.
Karen Bishop, Senior Director, Criminal Law Branch Dept of Justice and Community Safety ACT: 
comment on CLAB, Crimes Legislation Amendment Bill 2027.
Preparation work on ACT HRA submission re second and final tranche of change legislation to institute No 
Rights Without Remedy extension options for ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal.
Media:
Article by Crispin Hull, on federal HRA and ALP national platform conference, with help from CLA supplied 
backgrounding paper.
Preparation of articles on federal HRA for period through October 2026.
Backgrounding NT Independent on kava use/abuse internationally.

INTERNATIONAL
Re 2026 ‘midterms’ – reminder: Trump won by a garbage truck spill, not a landslide
Donald Trump won the 2024 popular vote for President in the USA by only about 1.5%, the smallest 
margin since 2000 and the third smallest since 1888. It was the exact opposite of a “landslide” win.
Pundits say voters repudiated 2000-2024 President Joe Biden, his Vice-President Kamala Harris and the 
Democrats more than they voted for Trump. America swung about 6% to the right.
Turnout at the 2024 US election was 63.9% of eligible voters, down from 66.4% in 2020. The 2020 
election turnout was the highest since 1900.
The 119th House of Representatives began in 2025 with a margin of only four (4) seats for Republicans, 
the narrowest since the 1930s. In the Senate, Republicans held a six-seat (6) advantage.
– NYT (paywall) https://tinyurl.com/ymtreyhd (Note: This is a repeat item from the 1 March 2025 CLArion 
newsletter).
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Murder to be modernised?
The UK’s Law Commission is proposing the first major overhaul of murder law in generations.
• England and Wales could see murder split into two distinct degrees for the first time.
• A new verdict of “murder with a partial defence” could be available to a jury when a defendant had 

the intention to kill but successfully argued a partial defence (such as loss of control or diminished 
responsibility).

• Manslaughter offences could be reformed to more fairly distinguish forms of liability while 
preserving the flexibility required to criminalise a wide range of fatal conduct.

The Law Commission has recently published a consultation paper: https://tinyurl.com/7ssnjwdf 
It proposes replacing the existing two-tier structure of homicide offences (murder and manslaughter) with 
a three-tier structure (first-degree murder, second-degree murder and manslaughter).
The proposed reform constitutes the first strand of the homicide review, with two further strands of work, 
respectively on defences and the sentencing framework for murder, to follow. https://tinyurl.com/3uvwtun8

NZ spends big to cope with 36% prison growth rate
The NZ government has budgeted to spend about $415m on prisons to maintain public safety and 
manage a prison population forecast to grow by 36% from the current 10,000 to 14,000 by 2035.
But the govt’s approach is “arse-around”, according to Antje Deckert (photo), 
associate Professor in Criminology, at Auckland University of Technology (using less 
colourful language). The same problem is rife throughout Australia.
“The appeal to public safety is tied to the goal of reducing violent crime, which most 
voters will understandably support. But this broad messaging obscures two crucial 
facts,” she said
“Most assaults in New Zealand happen inside private homes, not in public spaces. 
And the increase in the number of people in prison comes from an excessive remand 
population (people awaiting trial), not from an increase in serious offending.”
More than half those remanded won’t receive a prison sentence. This shows they 
don’t present a risk to public safety, she said.
As of March 2026, NZ had 4537 people held on remand, with each costing the taxpayer about $340 a 
day. So half that number, who pose no threat to public safety, is costing taxpayers about $800,000 a day.
“From a fiscal perspective, it is a striking decision to build new prisons for the growing remand population 
instead of changing the law to release those who pose no risk on bail,” Deckert said. – from The 
Conversation, https://tinyurl.com/4xczds33

Farmers’ civil liberties ‘fixed’
US farmers can enjoy liberties and rights, too, their Federal Trade Commission has decreed.
Previously, only authorised John Deere rural equipment (tractors, headers, etc) dealers were allowed to 
make repair fixes on their branded equipment, meaning independent repair shops and farmers 
themselves could not access the specialist tools needed.
The restriction drove up costs and extended down time for farmers when using the equipment was critical.
The FTC last month brokered a right-to-repair settlement with John Deere, settling a legal challenge filed 
in January 2025.
“Farmers (may now) do what they’ve done for generations — fix their own tractors and other farm 
equipment — without having to pay a John Deere dealer to do it for them,” the director of the FTC Bureau 
of Competition, Daniel Guarnera, said.
Rural farming equipment makers now rely more on computerised components, making it easier to 
maintain restrictions on who can repair their products. They also make the only software tools that are 
able to repair equipment electronics. – NY Times, 9 July 2026, behind paywall

International briefs
After 200 years, rogues get a reprieve
The Brits’ scrapped their Vagrancy Act, originally introduced in 1824 to punish “idle and disorderly 
persons, and rogues and vagabonds” was scrapped last month. Crisis chief executive Matt Downie said 
Civil Liberties Australia                                  www.cla.asn.au                                          CLArion newsletter, 1 August 2026 –    12

https://tinyurl.com/7ssnjwdf
https://tinyurl.com/3uvwtun8
https://tinyurl.com/4xczds33


the 1824 Act had “punished people who have been forced to sleep on the streets” and “pushed people in 
already vulnerable situations away from support services and into the shadows for fear of being 
penalised”. https://tinyurl.com/mrx48wfh

DATES
5 August, Hobart: 5.30pm Studio Theatre, UTAS Sandy Bay campus – Screening of environmental documentary 
‘Earth’s Greatest Enemy’. Tickets free: book here! Film by American investigative journalist Abby Martin is claimed to 
be exposé of environmental damage due to expansion of the US military around the world. She is also attending 
screenings in Sunshine Coast, Brisbane, Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, Wollongong, Perth and Auckland. Further 
info email: nowars.tas@gmail.com
6 August, Brisbane: Domestic and family violence in historical and contemporary perspective, presented by Dr 
Andy Kaladelfos, Banco Court, 415 George St, Selden Society for details: https://tinyurl.com/39yamram
13 August, Adelaide: Roundtable on Human Rights Act for SA, 1.30–3.30p,m 1:30-3:30pm, Old Chamber, 
Parliament House. Details: Robert Simms MLC (Greens). Details – E: simms.office@parliament.sa.gov.au
17 & 18 Aug, online (Adelaide): Engaging with Parliament, and Democracy challenge for students: Generating 
evidence-based strategies to improve public trust in government & institutional accountability: moving research into 
reform action! 9.30am (Adelaide time). Register: https://events.humanitix.com/democracy-innovation-festival-2026 
Details: AssProf Dr Sarah Moulds, School of Law, Adelaide Uni.
20 August, Brisbane: 5.15–6/45pm The early experience of voluntary assisted dying in Queensland: What have we 
learned? Prof Ben White, Aust. Centre for Health Law Research QUT, commentator  Peter Applegarth AM KC, 
chaired by Supreme Court judge David Boddice. Register: https://qldbar.asn.au/cpd-events.  Free.
21-22 Aug, Adelaide: National Judicial College of Australia: Memory, Trauma, Evidence and the Courts: Stream A: 
Criminal Law: Eyewitness evidence, children's testimony, investigative practices, wrongful convictions, and jury 
directions.  INCLUDING Robert Beech-Jones, HCA judge, giving the John Doyle Oration from 6.30pm on Friday 
21st. Details: https://tinyurl.com/4wzvzbca
4–5 September, Queenstown NZ: World Bar Conference, hosted by Australia and NZ, in association with The 
International Council of Advocates and Barristers (ICAB). Details: https://na.eventscloud.com/website/93016/
21 Sept, World: International Day of Peace
20-23 October 2026, Hobart: 21st National Family Law Conference.  Hobart Convention and Exhibition Centre. 
Details and registration: 
7-8 Dec, Melbourne: 11th Asian Constitutional Forum, Constitutionalism in Asia in a Changing World U. Melbourne 
Law School: contact for details: law-cccs@unimelb.edu.au
10 Dec, World: International Human Rights Day
14-15 Dec, Miami USA: G20 meets
2027:
19-21 August 2027, Canberra: Australian National Legal Convention: https://tinyurl.com/4bt87are OR https://
www.lawcouncil.au/alc

Election cycle for Australia:
2026 Victoria: 28 November 2026
2027: NSW: 27 March 2027
2028: NT:  26 August 2028

ACT: 21 October 2028
Queensland: 28 October 2028
FEDERAL: By mid-2028…but possibly earlier (or 2029, if we go to four-year terms)

2029: WA: 10 March 2029
Tasmania: (probably) on 30 June 2029.

2030: South Australia: 16 March 2030
CLArion is the regular e-newsletter of Civil Liberties Australia c/- 51 Ardlethan St FISHER ACT 2611 Australia. 
Responsibility for election comment in CLArion is taken by CLA’s Public Officer, William Murray (‘Bill’) Rowlings, of 
Fisher, ACT. Please feel free to report or pass on items in CLArion, crediting CLA and/or any other originating 
source. Contributions to: Secretary(at)cla.asn.au  Closing date for this issue was 27 July 2026.

As we are not a law firm, and are not licensed to give legal advice, we do not deal with individual legal or 
similar quasi-legal cases: prisoners and others are advised we will not be responding to letters or emails 
asking for help with appeals, for legal advice, for recommendations of lawyers to write to, pro bono services 
to consult, or similar requests. We work to change laws, rules and anomalies for the generic benefit of all.

ENDS
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Presidents and leaders of the AHRC have written a private letter to the PM and AG recently:

Dear PM Hon. Anthony Albanese MP and A-G Hon. Michelle Rowland MP, 

As former Presidents and leaders of the Australian Human Rights Commission, we urge you to complete 
the biggest piece of unfinished work in Australia’s foundational legal framework – the enactment of an 
Australian Human Right Act. Such an Act would ensure the human rights of everyone in the Australian 
community are better protected. 

The recent Royal Commissions into aged care, disability and Robodebt have shown that people across 
Australia are exposed to neglect and violence, abuses that have been allowed to flourish for too long 
through bad government decisions and policy-making. Our existing legal protections have not prevented 
these harms. 

Human Rights Acts improve people’s lives every day. In Victoria, the Australian Capital Territory, and 
Queensland, they have improved decisions being made by governments, and provided avenues for people 
to take action when their rights have been violated, including domestic violence survivors reversing 
evictions from social housing, people with disability getting the support they need, and children being able 
to get the education they deserve. We believe a person’s fundamental human rights: their access to 
healthcare, education, and housing should not depend on a person’s postcode. These should be at the heart 
of all government policies and embedded in Australian law. 

At this time of rising fear and division, a Human Rights Act can bring people together around commonly 
shared values of dignity, respect, equality and justice. It would provide a constructive way forward where 
there are grievances, and provide a people-centred universal framework for governments and decision-
makers in addressing fear and concern. 

Critically, such legislation would strengthen and protect our democracy. Children in Australian schools 
currently do not learn how Australian law protects internationally-recognised minimum standards for a 
respected and dignified life, how human rights are balanced against each other, or who is responsible for 
upholding them. A more comprehensive civics education can ensure that our institutions of government are 
better understood. A federal Human Rights Act, as a part of civics education, will also provide clarity in 
setting out the rights which lie at the heart of Australian democracy. 

We welcome your Government’s decision in 2023 to have an inquiry into re-establishing Australia’s human 
rights framework. We commend the comprehensive report subsequently released by the Parliamentary 
Joint Committee on Human Rights in May 2024 which recommended enactment of an Australian Human 
Rights Act, supporting the earlier work of the AHRC’s Free and Equal Report in 2023. The UN Human 
Rights Council, in its Universal Periodic Reviews of Australia’s human rights performance, has also called 
for enactment of an Australian Human Rights Act. 

You have a critical window of opportunity to complete the missing legal protections which will benefit 
people across Australia and enhance Australia’s commitment to the rule of law. We urge you to adopt an 
Australian Human Rights Act as a matter of priority, so that all members of our community can be 
confident that their government will respect their human rights. 

Yours sincerely, 

The Hon Catherine Branson AC SC   	 	 Professor Emerita Ros Croucher AM 
The Hon Marcus Einfeld 	 	 	 	 Professor Brian Burdekin AO 
Professor Emerita Gillian Triggs AC
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