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Human rights campaign launches 
50,000-signature petition
Leaders of the national campaign for 
Australia to have a legislated Human 
Rights Act launched a petition to the 
federal parliament with more than 
50,000 signatures last month.
Outwardly supportive MPs spoke at the 
launch event, in Parliament House’s 
mural hall. They included Andrew Wilkie (Ind. MHR 
Clark, Tas), Senator David Shoebridge (Greens, NSW), 
Senator David Pocock (Ind. ACT) and Dr Monique Ryan 
(Ind. MHR Kooyong, Vic). Also present were Dr Helen 
Haines (Ind. MHR Indi, Vic) and Dr Sophie Scamps (Ind. 
MHR Mackellar, NSW), who did not speak.
Photo shows the handover moment for TV coverage, 
with Andrew Wilkie at left, HRLC CEO Caitlin Reiger at 
right of petition box, assorted MPs and others in 
background, including Amnesty AI campaign chief Nikita 
White (at left of box) and CLA President Dr Kristine 
Klugman, centrally with outstretched white jumper arm 
on the middle top of the box.
Labor and Coalition MPs were notable by their absence, 
even though the Labor Party reaffirmed in July at its 
national conference that it was actively considering 
legislating a HRA.
All MPs who spoke called on the Parliament, particularly 
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and Attorney-General 
Michelle Rowland, to introduce the ready-to-go, polished 
draft bill they are sitting on into the parliament, now.
Dr Scamps noted that the 50,000-strong petition was a 
signed example of the support by 75% of Australians, as 
revealed in an Amnesty Australia International poll in 
December 2025.

The deeply-considered 
Human Rights Act for 
Australia was first proposed 
in detail by the Australian 
Human Rights Commission 
in 2023. It was then further 
polished and submitted to 
AG Rowland in a report the 
AG commissioned – and 
after a further national 
consultation by the 
Parliamentary Joint 
Committee on Human 
Rights – in 2024.
So far, the AG and the 
government have failed to 

respond to that report, which strongly recommended 
introducing a HRA for Australia as part of a national 
framework for strengthening human rights across the 
people and the parliament.

Human Rights Law Centre and Amnesty International 
Australia were the primary movers in collating  the 
50,053 signatures, and lodging the petition after the 
launch on 20 August 2026. Civil Liberties Australia, as a 
leading member of the national HRA campaign reference 
group, was a close partner in the petition process.

Legislate Murphy’s second legacy also
One of the prime promoters of a HRA for Australia was 
Peta Murphy, the MHR for Dunkley Vic, who died from 
cancer in December 2023.
She steered gambling reform through public and 
parliamentary scrutiny processes, producing a report 
which took three years to reach the recent legislation 
stage in mid-2026.
She was also a highly active promoter of a Human 
Rights Act for Australia: that report will reach the three-
year mark in the first half of next year.
The remarkable Murphy was also a passionate advocate 
for breast cancer treatment. PM Albanese honoured her 
in February 2024 by naming the new facility at Frankston 
Hospital as the Peta Murphy Breast Imaging Suite. 
When Australia’s HRA is legislated, she will deserve 
honouring for her input.

LATE-BREAKING NEWS:
Parole Board lifts purported ban on SNF speech
The Tasmanian Parole Board (TPB) on 25 Aug 2026 
removed a parole condition which it sought to apply to 
stop Susan Neill-Fraser from speaking to third parties, 
including media, about her claimed innocence or 
wrongful conviction.  
The TPB backdown comes just as a challenge by the 
Human Rights Law Centre (HRLC), filed in April 2025 in 
the Tasmanian Supreme Court, was due for hearing. 
CLA, along with the lawyers and a host of others, said 
the TPB’s purported restriction was unreasonable, 
improper and in breach of the constitutionally-implied 
freedom of political communication, or free speech in 
other words.  
SNF – silenced by TPB dictate for nearly two years – 
can now exercise her rights to freedom of expression 
and take part in public debate. The TPB and Tasmanian 
Government should pay damages to her for their 
wrongful impost: taking away a person’s free speech by 
threat is a radical government impost.
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The HRLC continues to highlight the largely unchecked 
powers of parole boards throughout the country which 
impose restrictive parole conditions that prevent people’s 
full participation in the community. Restrictive parole 
conditions have a disproportionate impact on already 
marginalised groups who are overrepresented in the 
criminal legal system. 
The case was due for hearing in the Supreme Court of 
Tasmania on Monday 31 August at 10am. 
Background 
SNF served 13 years in prison for murdering her 
husband, Bob Chappell, on a yacht moored in Sandy 
Bay, Hobart, on Australia Day 2009. She has always 
maintained her innocence.
If the High Court of Australia was fit for purpose – and 
didn’t self-select the appeal cases it “graciously” decides 
to hear, thus controlling its own workload – her 
innocence would have been proven long ago, or at least 
she would have received a fresh trial, CLA believes.
She has been on parole since 2022.  In December 2024, 
the Tasmanian Parole Board placed a condition on her 
parole which prohibited her from communicating “directly 
or indirectly with any media outlet to claim [her] alleged 
innocence and/or wrongful conviction”. 
In May 2025, the TPB purported to toughen up that 
condition by replacing it with prohibition preventing her 
from communicating “directly or indirectly – including 
through third parties, written statements, electronic 
communications, social media platforms, television, 
radio, podcasts, streaming services, online video-sharing 
platforms, or any other public or broadcast media – to 
assert claims regarding your alleged innocence, 
wrongful conviction, or dispute the legitimacy of your 
conviction or sentencing”. 
It is obviously time the current board members of the 
TPB were replaced, and its remit improved by insisting it 
obeys the principles of human rights and civil liberties.  
ENDS Late-breaking news

Lobbying abuse major problem, group says
Abuse of political lobbying is one of the major curses of 
the Australian political system, according to the 
Australian Democracy Network.
In a media release last month, they pointed out that:
• Almost two-thirds (64%) of the registered lobbyists in 

Canberra are former federal or state government 
representatives. There are clear transparency issue 
with the current rules: former federal and state 
politicians, senior party officials, and non-ministerial 
federal and state advisors are not required to identify 
their previous government experience. 

• Almost all (89%) former political representatives were 
associated with the two major parties. Public concern 
is mounting about a political class that is 
disconnected from ordinary people, ADN says. 
Details: https://australiandemocracy.org.au/

Law Ccl checklist aims to curb flow-on costs
The Law Council of Australia wants all Australian 
governments to adequately assess and fund the 

downstream justice costs of new laws, policies and 
programs.
The LCA last month launched a Justice Impact 
Assessment Framework 
It says government ministers, MPs, senators and the 
public service should use the checklist tool to undertake 
a justice cost benefit analysis of 
planned policies, legislation and 
programs.
“Good law-making is being impeded 
by a failure to consider the clear 
consequences on the justice system 
of the proposed changes, in 
particular where a proposed measure 
will drive up demand on our courts 
and tribunals and people’s need for 
legal assistance,” Law Council of 
Australia President Tania Wolff (photo) said.
“The introduction of new legislation, significant changes 
in policy or new government program settings can affect 
the rights, duties and legitimate expectations of 
Australians. The result is a rise in legal need and 
additional demands on the justice system.
“Changes in government policy as wide and far reaching 
as family, employment, social security, crime and 
immigration can all place additional pressures on our 
already-stretched justice services.
“Often it is Australians facing significant disadvantage 
who are most harshly affected,” the LCA said at the 
framework’s public release, held during the NT Bar 
Association Civil Law Conference.  https://tinyurl.com/
2vvnzrjp  

Checklist desperately needed in NT
Presumably, the reason for the LCA (see above) 
launching its new checklist tool in Darwin is that the NT 
is the worst offending jurisdiction in Australia, just tipping 
out Queensland for the ‘honour’ of not examining the 
consequences and costs of bad governance.
In the NT, the jails are clogged to over-capacity while the 
government invents and legislates even more draconian 
laws than previously, seeming outdoing itself every few 
months with increased cruelty against its child detainees, 
who are usually about 99% Indigenous. Inevitably, the 
number of prisoners will soar.
The NT is fast becoming a basket case.
It has the largest relative public debt in the nation, 
alleged overt corruption and crass cronyism from the 
parliament and executive down, jobs for the boys and 
girls including for a governor who apparently / allegedly 
can’t avoid his stomach running into the elbow of a 
politician.
There’s a dysfunctional police force, a Murdoch daily 
newspaper with a bias like a lawn bowl and communities 
in outlying places living in poverty and/or squalor and/or 
with elders losing control, without a human rights act 
able to help hold the government to account for 
unconscionable actions and inactions.
If all these downward trending indicators continue their 
increasing spiral, the federal government will be forced 
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to step in. It is not a question of will the federal 
government act, but of when: a year, three years, five 
years? 
When that happens, the commentary will be: “The 
federal government should have stepped in years ago”.

Prison blowout: Fino’s Folly creates jail capital 
The NT’s Finocchiaro government will build a new 1200-
bed private prison at Holtze costing taxpayers more than 
$1 billion…which will be handed over to a private 
company to profit from running it.
Critics label the move “reckless” and “a failure of crime 
prevention and community safety”, NT Independent 
editor Christopher Walsh reported.
The current Holtze prison, which will continue operating, 
was completed as recently as 2014.
Chief Minister Lia Finocchiaro made the announcement 
on the site of the current prison. She did not announce a 
name for the new prison, but Fino’s Folly might be 
appropriate, CLA believes.

(L-R) Corrections Minister Gerard Maley, CM media adviser 
Megan Miller, Corrections Commissioner Matthew Varley, CM 
Lia Finocchiaro (speaking to media) and Treasurer Bill Yan 
announce the new prison, via a sketch. – NT Independent.

Construction will be by public-private partnership, but a 
private firm paid by taxpayers will run it.
The government also re-announced plans for a 200-bed 
women’s facility on the same site in the ever-expanding 
Holtze jail precinct.
The Department of Corrections will build and operate the 
women’s jail, which alone will cost more than $300 
million.
Ms Finocchiaro said both new facilities were needed, 
adding that “you can’t put a price on community safety”.
But the announcement of the massive new private men’s 
prison has angered many, including the union 

representing the Territory’s 
corrections officers.
Privatising the new prison would 
“allow private corporations to profit 
from incarceration while 
Territorians carry the risk, the cost 
and the consequences”, according 
to United Workers Union NT 
Secretary, Erina Early (photo).

Will jail follow the financially ‘sinking’ ship-lift?
Previous public-private construction projects in the NT 
have been financial disasters, none more so than the 
ship-lift project.
“The long-delayed Darwin ship lift could end up costing 
taxpayers 10 times the $100 million originally allocated 
to it,” the ABC has reported. That allocation was in 2015: 
in 2019 the govt committed another $300m. Current cost 
estimates probably hover around $900m, with 3-4 years 
to go before the end of the build phase.
The ship-lift is unlikely to be in full operation before 
2030. The NT government will never benefit by one cent 
from the facility, which will be run without payment to the 
govt by a private sector company in the marine industry. 
The NT government already has the biggest pro rata 
debt among Australian jurisdictions…before the prison 
project. https://tinyurl.com/3fj4nr23

Holtze to hold 2700 ‘passengers’ or maybe 5400
The current Holtze prison ‘cruise ship’ was opened in 
2014, and holds about 1300 inmates.
The new men’s and women’s ‘decks’ just announced will 
add another 1400, for a total of 2700 at postulated 
completion date of 2032, which is highly likely to blow 
out to 2035.
However, if the Country Liberal Party holds true to form 
since it took office in 2024, by 2035 even more punitive 
bail laws, three-strikes-and-your-in laws targeting kids, 
and wild new law-and-order promises during two or three 
further election campaigns will see all the collection of 
Holtze prisons needing to double-up, at least, to hold two 
or more to a cell.
That will turn Holtze into the jail capital of Australia, a 
prison complex not to be proud of, holding more than 
5000 prisoners.
The 2014-opened prison cost taxpayers $1.8 billion for 
construction and estimated operation costs over 30 
years. It also was built through a public-private 
partnership. That project was riddled with faults and 
problems for corrections staff when completed, while 
also being delayed and over-budget, Walsh reported.
At 5000 ‘passengers’, the Holtze complex is likely to rival 
the big cruise ships that dock in Darwin from time to 
time.
There are now about 3000 people currently jailed across 
the NT, with numbers rising due to Chief Minister 
Finocchiaro’s policies. – 17 Aug 2026, NT Independent, 
behind paywall.

Number of prisoners up 24% in one year
In the 12 months to 30 June 2025, total prisoners in the 
NT increased by 24% (558) to 2842.
The imprisonment rate increased from 1182 to 1419 
prisoners per 100,000 adult population.
Over the same time period:
• male prisoners up by 22% (480) to 2636; female 

prisoners up by 62% (80) to 210;
• sentenced prisoners up by 18% (220) to 1464; 

unsentenced prisoners up by 33% (340) to 1377.
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The huge rise in unsentenced prisoners is a result of the 
courts being clogged, not enough judges and 
magistrates, and legal aid lawyers being in short supply, 
among other reasons. 
– Prisoners in Australia 30 June 2025, ABS: https://
tinyurl.com/4wvuvb8m

State adds ‘instant guilt’ to jail overcrowding
A new further extension of Queensland’s “breach bail, go 
to jail” laws will carry a minimum mandatory sentence of 
12 months behind bars.
The instant-guilt laws will apply to both youths and 
adults, Premier David Crisafulli confirmed as the slogan-
cored laws of his Liberal National Party were tabled in 
parliament late last month.
Before the new bail reform changes, Queensland 
Corrective Services was already forecasting the number 
of extra prisoners in the system would rise by between 
1500 and 5200 by June 2035.
An overwhelming majority of experts has told Premier 
Crisafulli and his Corrections, Police and Youth ministers 
that their approach to crime will actually increase crime 
in the long term, not reduce it as they have promised 
voters. https://tinyurl.com/4jjyxz9x
It is Qld voters who will pay the tax hikes as result of the 
Crisafulli folly, CLA says. 

Police sue govt over claimed discrimination
Three Aboriginal community police officers have filed a 
class action in the Federal Court against the NT 
government, alleging they were subjected to systemic 
racial discrimination and racial vilification when serving 
in the NT Police.
Class action co-lead applicant, Shawn Lewfatt, who has 
served as an Aboriginal CPO in the NT since 1998, 
raised important issues regarding the conduct and 
culture of the agency and allegations of racial abuse 
directed towards Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people over decades, said the action, which was lodged 
on July 17.
The other applicants are NT Police Association 
executive member Nathan Mayo and former executive 
member Lisa Burkenhagen.
The proceeding also alleges the officers were frequently 
required to perform the work of constables while 
receiving significantly lower pay and fewer workplace 
entitlements.
“We are taking this action because this was the only 
alternative that I felt we had so that our voice can be 
heard. In that system [NT Police] we were totally 
ignored,” Senior ACPO Lewfatt said.
“When I started my career with NT Police, I was a proud 
Aboriginal man who thought I could make a difference 
working with my community as a valued member of NT 
Police.
“Instead, the racial discrimination and vilification I have 
experienced while working with NT Police has left me 
feeling completely demoralised and dehumanised.”
Mr O’Meara said an Australian Human Rights 
Commission complaint filed by the same three lead 

applicants in 2024 was terminated by the commission in 
May, which gave them 60 days to file in the Federal 
Court. – NT Independent (behind paywall), 4 Aug 2026

Residents sue govt over claimed discrimination
A group of Peppimenarti residents are also continuing 
their legal action against the NT Government alleging 
breaches of the Racial Discrimination Act over a failure 
to provide policing in their community comparable to that 
provided to non-Indigenous NT residents.
That originating application, lodged on behalf of Regina 
Wilson on April 26, 2023, and seen by the NT 
Independent, alleges that since 2019 the Jovi Boys gang 
has consistently attacked and menaced Wilson clan 
members and their properties, adding that despite 
hundreds of complaints to police by the Wilson family 
and Deewin Kirim Aboriginal Corporation chief executive 
officer Ray Whear, police had taken no, or inadequate, 
action in response to complaints of actual or impending 
violence.

Tas wants to identify more police misconduct
Submissions to an inquiry seeking to unearth more 
police misconduct in Tasmania close on 4 September.
The state parliament’s Standing Committee on 
Government Administration B is inquiring into Tasmania 
Police responses to allegations of officer misconduct: 
specifically:

1. Systems, processes and oversight around allegations of 
serious misconduct, including sexual misconduct and 
family violence;

2. TasPol culture;
3. TasPol and the government’s responses to the Paul 

Reynolds matter – including the limited inquiry into his 
conduct before the Weiss Review, and the decision to 
hold a police funeral; and

4. other related matters.
Inquiry website: https://tinyurl.com/3v7wupn5 or email: 
policeinquiry@parliament.tas.gov.au

Coronial system under review
Submission to another Tas – equally important as that 
into TasPol misconduct – close on 25 September.
The Attorney-General Guy Barnett has tasked the 
Tasmania Law Reform Institute to review the Coroners 
Act 1995 (Tas) and related rules, procedures and 
practices of the Magistrates Court (Coronial Division).
The TLRI has released an issues paper how the court 
operates from go to whoa in cases it hears. They want 
expert opinion and feedback from the community, 
government and other stakeholders.
The final report will consider whether reforming laws and 
practices is required and, if so, how.
Funding for the project is being provided by the 
Tasmanian Solicitors Guarantee Trust Fund. https://
tinyurl.com/bdfhdbv5

Babb suggests fixes for Tas court schemozzles
Former NSW and NT DPP Lloyd Babb’s review into the 
massive backlog in Tasmania’s criminal justice system 
has finally seen the light of day.
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Given to the Tas AG in June, it was released in August.
Babb’s report contains 20 recommendations aimed at 
reducing court backlog, improving timeliness, and 
supporting the earlier resolution of criminal matters. His 
focus was on the criminal justice system, including the 
way matters progress through the courts and operational 
pressures affecting the justice system.
The recommendations address disclosure processes, 
court procedure, legal assistance services, workforce 
capability, system resourcing, information technology, 
and longer-term monitoring and oversight of criminal 
justice system performance.
It has much to say about the poor quality and lack of 
timeliness in relation to mandatory disclosure.
Babb report: Third Party Review of Backlogs in the 
Tasmanian Court System (PDF, 5.9 MB).
Tas govt response: Tasmanian Government Response to 
the Review's final report (PDF, 438.6 KB).
Babb was appointed in July as deputy president and 
judicial member of the NSW Industrial Relations 
Commission.

Qld govt boot camps aim to ‘break’ kids
Queensland Youth Justice Minister Laura Gerber is 
under fire for controversial legislation to send children as 
young as 10 to boot camps on remote agricultural 
properties under an $80 million court-ordered 
rehabilitation program for youth offenders.
The boot camps are due to start operating this month, 
and are funded for four years.
Misnamed by the govt euphemistically as “Circuit 
Breaker”, it is yet another blitz against kids, 
foreshadowed in the ‘tough on crime’ mantra which won 
power in 2024 for the Liberal National Party.
Two years after taking power, Premier Crisafulli and his 
ministers continue to blame Labor for all wrongs, and 
take credit for all Labor programs recently completed, 
such as the increasing number of jail cells announced 
and commissioner under Labor, but officially opened by 
the incoming LNP govt..
Qld Family and Child Commission, Legal Aid 
Queensland and the Australian Human Rights 
Commission have all urged the Crisafulli government to 
reconsider the controversial scheme: sending children to 
remote locations would make them vulnerable to harm 
the critics say, Ellen Fanning reported on the ABC.
The groups have warned that any physical and 
psychological abuse may never come to light. Operators 
may have a "reasonable excuse" under “circuit breaker” 
law to not report any harm to a child, if doing so would 
tend to incriminate them. https://tinyurl.com/8pf4cpen

How kids would be ‘broken’ by ‘circuit breaker’
Under the program, part of a pre-election commitment by 
the Crisafulli government, children on bail or awaiting 
sentence could avoid jail time and instead be sent to 
remote properties run by a service provider for up to six 
months.
Up to 60 youth offenders would wear electronic 
monitoring devices and be given basic education and 

hands-on learning in agriculture and livestock 
management.
Any organisation that works with children in Queensland 
must report complaints to the Qld Family and Child 
Commission under a Reportable Conduct Scheme. This 
includes incidents of sexual abuse or exploitation, 
physical abuse, significant neglect, or emotional harm 
that causes significant negative impact on the child. But 
the new law aiming to ensure kids are ‘broken’ allow 
boot camp operators an opt-out clause to not report 
anything that may self-incriminate.
More than 40% of locked up children have a disability or 
mental health issue, most are First Nations, and 53% per 
cent have suffered under domestic and family violence.
Ms Gerber said in a statement to parliament that the 
‘broken kids’ program was consistent with the Qld 
Human Rights Act. But the Australian Human Rights 
Commission says the scheme would breach human 
rights and needed to be abandoned. "It's unacceptable," 
said National Children's Commissioner Deb Tsorbaris, 
speaking on 612 ABC Brisbane.
"It breaches the rights of children, in particular, Human 
Rights Act 2019, the Queensland Act, the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
and the Convention on the Rights of People with 
Disabilities," she said.

2013 ‘break the kids’ bid by DP Bleijie failed
A similar program devised by then Attorney-General and 
current Deputy Premier Jarrod Bleije in 2013 was 
scrapped by the Palaszczuk Labor government in 2015.
An independent report by 
KPMG found 63.5% of 
participating children 
reoffended. The costly and 
cruel program in 2013 was no 
more effective at stopping 
crime than standard youth 
detention.
Photo: DP Bleijie blaming the 
former Labor government now, 
in 2026. It seems there actually 
was youth crime under him, 13 
years ago in 2013, and he 
failed to fix it.

QPC warns: govts won’t listen: citizens pay
A Qld Productivity Commission (QP) report in 2020 told 
the state government how to fix the problem of 
massively increasing expenditure on prisoners, kids in 
detention and rising crime.
The trends it foresaw were such that Qld would suffer 
under massive taxation hikes because ‘law and order’ 
and ‘lock ‘em up and throw away the key’ mantras were 
wrong and counter-productive.
You can read here how CLA reported the QPC 
contribution six years ago (surprise, surprise: the report 
has disappeared from the QPC website): https://
www.cla.asn.au/News/prison-report-is-blueprint-for-
saving-billions-overhauling-justice/
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Govt doesn’t appear to care much for kids 
The Qld government has responded to a state child 
safety inquiry, accepting 32 of 52 recommendations 
and accepting in principle a further 16.
The number of children in residential care in Qld has 
jumped to a new record high of almost 3000, up from 
2200 last year, the ABC has reported.
Child “Safety” Minister Amanda Camm said the new 
peak was a "line in the sand" and reaffirmed a 
commitment to remove all children under five from 
residential care.
Response times to respond to urgent child safety 
matters went backwards on every metric compared to 
the previous year, the ABC said:

• More than 10% of matters requiring a response in 
24 hours were not started in that time frame;

• Just over 4% requiring a response in a week met 
that benchmark (about 96% did not); and

• Child safety officers were, on average, supporting 
almost 16 children each.

The 11-month inquiry into child safety found no child had 
been adopted from state care since 2019. https://
tinyurl.com/45h9kb27

Lock someone up, forget them…no compo
An inmate was erroneously kept in a  SA prison for 
"several months" after his sentence ended.
SA Correctional Services says it "respectfully disagrees" 
it should pay compensation to him.
The "failure" was investigated by Ombudsman SA, which 
found the male prisoner was detained beyond their 
sentence release date due to "insufficient" processes — 
something the department said it has since made 
changes to.
The ombudsman found the department took five years to 
advise the prisoner what had happened "and only did so 
following engagement from the ombudsman's office".
"It did not appear the department had any intention of 
advising the prisoner of its error until the ombudsman 
requested it do so," the ombudsman report said.
The investigation found the department's letter to the 
inmate "did not offer an apology or inform the prisoner of 
their legal rights against the state".
"South Australian government agencies are required to 
take accountability for errors when they have an impact 
on people," the ombudsman report said.
The ombudsman made three recommendations, 
including reviewing the practices and systems across 
correctional facilities and asking the department to 
consider an "ex gratia payment" to the prisoner. https://
tinyurl.com/4cjr2vzx

Police try on facial recognition
Privacy experts and lawyers are criticising an Australian-
first trial of live AI facial recognition technology by WA 
Police.
The mass AI surveillance scheme has the capability of 
accessing any face held in local or national databases. 

Most drivers’ 
licence photos are 
held centrally, 
meaning all 
Australians are at 
risk under the 
scheme.
You may not be 
scanned…but your 

face may come up when the algorithms go looking for a 
match.
Since June, WAPOL cameras have scanned hundreds 
of thousands of people in Perth and Fremantle, 
comparing their faces against a police watch list in real 
time.
Experts question the opaque watch list and trial site 
locations. Darker faces are notoriously less accurate in 
the scheme – meaning that First Nations people may be 
at greater risk of mistakes. https://tinyurl.com/yrvdnhua

BRIEFS
Have your say on ‘torture’ treatment in or by Oz
The Attorney-General’s Department is taking 
submissions on Australia’s draft seventh periodic report 
under the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT). 
The draft report is on the AGD website at: Australia’s 
draft seventh periodic report under the Convention 
against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment - Attorney-General's 
Department - Citizen Space. People can provide 
feedback and/or written submissions on the draft report 
until Friday 18 September 2026 at 11:59 PM (AEST).

At last, DNA backlog starts tumbling
Two new DNA processing robots operating at the 
Forensic Science Queensland laboratory have at last 
started to wind back the enormous backlog of police 
cases. The robots have replace old equipment which 
contributed to mass-contamination events and evidence 
backlogs affecting about 13,000 cases across 
Queensland. The new technology cuts manual handling, 
and processes sample twice as fast. The major crime 
backlog is down 80% to 2240 as of July 2026.  Volume 
crime samples – like theft – is down about 40%, to 
2151. The government has allocated $37 million over 
four years to Forensic Science Queensland. https://
tinyurl.com/fx4hyhww

Research finds new way to assess Aboriginality 
Research gurus BOCSAR have identified a more 
accurate way to identify Aboriginal people in aggregated 
statistical reporting by drawing on an individual’s history 
of identification across police records. Testing against 
high-quality reference data sources showed the method 
substantially improved reporting accuracy and reduced 
the impact of missing or inconsistently-recorded 
Aboriginality information. From July 2026 BOCSAR is 
adopting the new method in both police and criminal 
court statistics, following independent review and 
extensive consultation with Aboriginal stakeholders. 
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BOCSAR of Crime Statistics and Research (BOCSAR) 
Information Service Ph 02 8688 9800 or email: 
bcsr@dcj.nsw.gov.au

Judges needed: beware, court’s track record
Expressions of interest are open if you want to be a 
judge of the Supreme Court of Tasmania. “The 
government wants highly capable and experienced 
members of the legal profession who possess the 
integrity, independence, judgement, and professional 
excellence required for judicial office.”  Details and how 
to apply https://tinyurl.com/2x82pamk Applications close 
on Sunday 13 September 2026. CLA points out that the 
track record of some of the judges of the court over the 
past two decades has left a lot to be desired.

‘Veracity, virtue and value’…if at first true!
"We believe an historic agreement will 
set new standards for veracity, for 
virtue and for value in the digital age,” 
Robert Thomson (photo: DFAT), the 
big kahuna at News Corp, said in 
announcing a $US250 million deal for 
OpenAI to use content from Murdoch 
fishwraps. May 22, 2024 – as 
reported by legal blog Justinian in its 
unique style. Thomson appeared to 
be groomed from an early age to fit in 
with the Murdoch mien: he was educated at a Christian 
Brothers school in St Kilda, Victoria.

Qld govt rejects all 70 recommendations
The first independent review of the Human Rights Act 
2019, conducted as required by section 95 of the Act, 
was tabled in the Qld Parliament. The Queensland 
government’s response rejected all of the report's 70 
recommendations (26 March 2025). Qld does not appear 
to be a state where the govt is conducive to human 
rights or civil liberties: perhaps “Free One Day, Jailed 
The Next” might be the state’s new slogan.

New INSLM sought
The Australian Government is 
seeking expressions of interest 
from suitably qualified people for 
appointment as the next 
Independent National Security 
Legislation Monitor (INSLM). The 
appointment of the current INSLM 
will conclude in November 2026. 
The Attorney‑General’s 
Department supports a merit 

selection process to find suitable candidates. 
Nominations closed in late-August. Incumbent Jake 
Blight (photo) has done a magnificent job in the role over 
the past three years. 

LETTERS, etc
Vulnerable need our help to secure their rights
As I read the piece on the "...sweary rants of a homeless 
woman" my immediate thought was, for goodness sake, 
find her somewhere to live and some counselling! It is a 

scandal that this woman is in this situation. A roof over 
her head is her basic human right. Surely we are rich 
enough to look after our vulnerable citizens. A federal 
Human Rights Act to protect all citizens would be a 
start.– Dr Kristine Klugman OAM, President, Civil 
Liberties Australia

What is there about people’s legislated human 
rights that is NOT in the community interest?
“The NSW government is open to considering a human 
rights act in principle if it is found to be in the 
community’s best interests. It would not be appropriate 
to simply adopt legislation from another state. There is 
no point in having an arduous, bureaucratic process 
draining resources from measures that are advancing 
the community’s interests.”– Michael Daley, the do-
nothing NSW Attorney General, when asked 
by Justinian whether the Minns government would 
introduce a Human Rights Act for the State. – long-
standing quirky and perspicacious legal blog Justinian, 
October 2025.
Note: Word on the street, CLA has been told, is that 
Daley is a Human Rights Act supporter, Premier Chris 
Minns not so much. The issue is being considered by a 
NSW Parliament committee. NSW should adopt the 
updated ACT human rights law provisions.

FLAGGING A REVAMPED DEBATE:
Changing national flags
Penelope Upward of O'Connor (Letters, 6 and 20 
August, Canberra Times) writes "I don't know any other 
country that wants to change their flag". In 1965 Canada 
chose to change their flag to The Maple Leaf which we 
all recognise as their official flag. On independence from 
UK in 1959 Singapore chose to replace a flag with the 
Union Jack with their current flag. Libya, Iraq, Myanmar, 
South Africa and several other countries have changed 
their flags. – Vee Saunders, Weetangera

Symbols on our flag
Penelope Upward makes repeat, unsolicited claims 
about symbols on the Australian flag. But the Union Jack 
does not in fact include "the cross of St Patrick" as 
claimed. Instead it misappropriates the saltire of the 
Geraldines in military conquest of Ireland. The Southern 
Cross came to the fore on our Eureka flag. Along with 
our two other national flags, those stars help point to 
natural aspects of this country going forward – not to 
long-gone hegemony elsewhere. – J. R. FitzGerald, 
Macquarie

Late to the party
The flag symbol debate prompted by Ms Upward 
(Letters, August 10) mentions two ideas worth 
challenging. First, of the 20 or so Commonwealth 
countries, all of whom had the Union Jack incorporated 
in their flag, only three now have that symbol in their 
flag. So we are late to the party. The second is the idea 
that we need a Christian cross in our flag. According to 
the last census, less than 50% of Australians identify as 
Christian. A Christian cross in our flag is irrelevant. – 
John Reis, Farrer
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World great author, Richard Flanagan, speaks…
“And the answer is very simple: it (Israel) has to kill 
every journalist, it has to silence every voice that seeks 
to bear witness to truth, so that it can keep its own 
citizens and the world ignorant of the orgy of evil it has 
visited on the Palestinian people over the last three 
years in Gaza, and now in the West Bank and in 
Lebanon. In those countries where a bullet can’t be 
used, the deadliest slur to throw is that of antisemitism. 
And Israel is now seeking to silence us here in Australia 
with just that slur. This matters —and it matters 
enormously — for the guarantee of Australian 
democracy is not to be found in parliament nor with our 
elected representatives but in freedom of speech and 
expression and the right to protest.” –
‘The new McCarthyism: Gaza and Australia’, speech by 
Richard Flanagan delivered at the Festival of Dangerous 
Ideas 22 Aug 2026: Deepcut News 26 Aug https://
www.deepcutnews.com/p/segals-plan-will-deeply-
damage-our

CLA main activities – August 2026
The highlight of the month was the lodging of a 50,000 
signature petition calling for Australia to legislate a 
federal Human Rights Act (HRA) 
Adding to the citizen push, there are now 180 community 
organisations who support a HRA for Australia.
Organised by Daney Faddoul of the Human Rights Law 
Centre, Independent and Greens MPs addressed the 
media in the mural hall of Parliament House Canberra.
Thos who spoke at the petition launch included Andrew 
Wilkie and Monique Ryan, and Senators David Pocock 
and David Shoebridge. To their shame, no Labor 
government, Coalition or One Nation MPs attended.  

Meeting with AG’s chief adviser
CLA had an important meeting with AG Rowland’s chief 
of staff. James Chisholm, and provided him with 
background papers and submissions on the irrefutable 
arguments for introducing a legislated HRA for Australia.
That meeting and other recent developments caused us 
to switch our strategic focus in the coming months, 
including over the media silly season in January 2027, to 
promoting the vast array of detailed papers – 48 of them 
– that the CLA national campaign team has authored 
under the drive and direction of manager Chris 
Stamford. We will also be highlighting why the vast 
majority of federal MPs support a HRA, but a few key 
people are reluctant and recalcitrant nominal supporters 
keener to sit on their hands rather than stand for their 
principles.

Improving the ACT HRA
The other major event during the month was lodging the 
CLA submission to the ACT Justice and Community 
Safety department regarding the second tranche 
legislation to achieve No Rights Without Remedy for 
ACT citizens in relation to human rights complaints.
In preparation, we sought advice from legal practitioners 
and met with ACT organisations involved in human 
rights.

In following up the 
submission, we are meeting 
with ACT MLAs: the first 
Peter Cain (Liberal), 
followed by Independents 
Fiona Carrick and Thomas 
Emerson, then shadow ACT 
AG Chiaka Barry (Liberal). 
Photo: Cain and Barry.

Elsewhere…
In SA, the Democracy Innovation Festival 2026 is best 
described in the words of the organiser Dr Sarah Moulds 
as:  “…designed to be free, inclusive, and interactive – 
all about doing democracy together.  We look forward to 
inspiring each other through sharing experiences, 
challenging ideas and assumptions, as well as fostering 
warm and productive conversions”.  The forum consisted 
of presentations from three PhD students.
The Festival of Dangerous Ideas featured a vast range 
of topics and speakers: of particular interest was The 
End of Human Rights and Pussy Riot. See excerpt of 
Richard Flanagan’s address, and the link to the full 
speech, above.

INTERNATIONAL
Gloved hand in a mailed fist?
The US agency,  Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) – more noted for shooting people dead than 
restraint – is spending nearly $30m on thousands of 
electric-shock gloves that can guarantee near-instant 
compliance once an ICE operative lays a hand on them, 
according to the Department of Homeland Security.
The Glove (Generated Low Output Voltage Emitter) is 
manufactured by Compliant Technologies LLC of 
Lexington, Kentucky. It looks just like an ordinary 
protective working glove.
The manufacturer says “the discomfort is usually 
effective in bringing individuals into compliance in less 
than three seconds and leaves no burns, marks or 
scars”. It advertises the device as a “humane, low-optics, 
de-escalation solution for many situations facing our 
men and women in uniform”.
Previously been used in settings such as jails in the US, 
the Glove is just a glove…until the ICE wearer presses a 
secret button which turns the Glove into a weapon 
delivering sharp pain.
It is not known whether Australian potential pain-inflicting 
bodies - police, prison guards, soldiers – are assessing 
their possible use here. https://tinyurl.com/5f3yara3 

Call for global action against future pandemics
A group of health and legal experts from the USA, 
Malaysia and Zambia are urging nation states to support 
a move this month to lock in global action against future 
pandemics.
“In September, 2026, UN member states are expected to 
adopt a political declaration at the UN General 
Assembly's second high-level meeting on pandemic 
prevention, preparedness, and response.
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“This is a vital opportunity to bolster commitments and 
resources to address the upstream drivers of spillovers 
of the next epidemic or pandemic,” they say.
“To advance these goals and solidify its own standing, 
the declaration must affirm recent legal milestones 
connecting human rights with spillover and pandemic 
prevention.
“In the past five years, advances in international law 
have acknowledged that environmental destruction (a 
driver of spillover) can impede the realisation of human 
rights, such as in the UN General Assembly 2022 
recognition of the right to a clean, healthy, and 
sustainable environment.
“In 2025, the International Court of Justice (ICJ)'s 
advisory opinion recognised this right as a precondition 
for all human rights and that states have binding duties 
to prevent substantial environmental harm, including to 
the climate.
“As climate change reshapes the habitats in which 
people and animals come into contact, mitigating climate 
change and realising this right can contribute to 
preventing spillovers.
In 2026, the UN General Assembly affirmed the ICJ's 
Advisory Opinion and initiated a process to guide its 
implementation around the world.
“Human rights cannot be secured while nature is left out 
of policy responses, and preventing pandemics cannot 
be achieved equitably without the preservation of human 
rights,” the group said. The Lancet 22 August 2026 
https://tinyurl.com/5urrzr66 (behind paywall).

Research delivers dire warning to footballers
At least one in four of all players in the National Football 
League in the USA are likely to end up with chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy (CTE), according to a study of 
hundreds of cases over a recent six-year period.
CTE is a progressive neurological disease caused by 
repeated impacts to the head. It can be definitively 
diagnosed only by examining the brain after death.
Undoubtedly, the findings will inform a widening new 
branch of rights/liberties and the law over whether 
players agree to the risk (and do they need to sign in 
advance) as well as post-career – even post-death 
claims. Insurance of players, teams and clubs will have 
to be re-thought and re-calculated. 
The findings are an enormous cautionary warning to 
players of Rugby – League and Union – in Australia and 
elsewhere and to football (soccer) players worldwide 
who frequently head the ball or clash heads when trying 
to. They are also an early warning to parents of children 
wanting to play contact sports.
Researchers considered every former NFL player – they 
play football in big hard-hat helmets – who died from 
2016 to 2021. There were 878. Some died in their 20s, 
some in their 80s, most in between, the British Medical 
Journal reported. At least 215 of those 878 former 
players — 24.5% — had C.T.E.
The actual prevalence could be far higher, according to 
the BMJ.

The roughly 25% rate does not consider 643 brains that 
were not examined. Some of those, maybe many of 
them, likely had CTE too.
People who have not suffered repeated impacts to the 
head have a close to zero rate of CTE. https://
tinyurl.com/yc8svzmu

AI will sit on the bench, if 
Master is any judge
It is likely that “humans will 
come to accept, on economic 
grounds, machine-enabled 
resolution of small disputes”, 
the Master of the Rolls of 
England and Wales has 
predicted during a speech in 
Australia.
Sir Geoffrey Vos (photo), 
second highest-ranking judge in E&W, said the legal 
community “urgently” needed to debate where the lines 
should be drawn between “machine-made” and 
“machine-assisted” judicial decisions.
It was “quite predictable that there will be pressures on 
all our justice systems to move towards allowing 
machines, at least, to advise judges” on decisions.”
While “responsible guidance” issued by judiciaries in 
many countries “cautioned that judges were always 
personally responsible for their decision-making”, 
whether or not assisted by AI, it was “possible, even 
perhaps likely, that some judges would use their LLMs 
[large language models] outside the guidance”.
Sir Geoffrey said he was “fairly sure that the use of AI to 
advise judges as to case outcomes, in common law 
countries at least, is likely to be some way ahead”.
“Human caution and circumspection is likely to mean 
that changes will be slow at first, but when they come, 
they may accelerate. And it is quite likely, I think, that 
humans will come to accept, on economic grounds, 
machine-enabled resolution of small disputes at first 
instance.”
Sir Geoffrey was delivering the John Lehane memorial 
lecture to the Supreme Court of NSW.
He pointed to the announcement in December 2025 by 
the American Arbitration Association’s International 
Centre for Dispute Resolution of an AI arbitrator for two-
party, document-only construction disputes up to a 
certain value.
The model includes a “human in the loop” – while the AI 
arbitrator will evaluate the merits of claims and prepare 
draft awards, a human arbitrator will review it to test the 
reasoning and evaluate the decision – in order to 
safeguard trust, transparency and due process.
“There is seemingly no reason of principle to prevent 
competent commercial parties from agreeing to such a 
dispute resolution method. Before too long, we will see 
how popular such mechanisms prove to be in practice.”
The judge said the “line that is to be drawn between 
machine-made judicial decisions and machine-assisted 
judicial decisions” was “hard to draw”. AI was “rapidly 
improving”. https://tinyurl.com/hzamn4rh
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International briefs
Does Trump have an election ‘joker’ card?
If President Donald Trump continues to claim he did 
NOT lose the 2020 US election to Joe Biden, he may go 
on to claim that he ought to be allowed to serve the 
2020-2024 period he was “entitled” to, but robbed of, 
over the period from 2026 to 2030.
This has so far not been put forward by anyone in the 
USA that CLA has seen.
However, it is a potential further danger to US 
democracy that may lay in waiting in the recesses of the 
minds of dark forces currently running America.
You read it here first, in CLA’s CLArion newsletter for 
September 2026.

Released prisoners may be still confined
A scheme to confine serious sexual and violent 
offenders to areas just a few kilometres wide after 
leaving prison will be launched in October, British Justice 
Secretary Alex Norris has announced.
It aims to give victims greater freedom and further 
reduce the chance of unwanted contact with offenders.
The government announced "restriction zones" for 
released violent offenders on probation in 2025. 
Probation officers can limit where serious offenders can 
go. Anyone breaching their boundaries could go back to 
jail.
The new scheme would extend the current practice of 
"exclusion zones" which ban offenders from specific 
locations such as a victim's home or place of work. 
https://tinyurl.com/mpc7e2f6

‘Pink Crime’ with Professor Valena Beety
Lucy McCann is joined by Professor Valena Beety, legal 
scholar, innocence litigator and former US federal 
prosecutor, of Indiana Uni to discuss her new book ‘Pink 
Crime’.
Professor Beety explores her concept of ‘Pink Crime’ a 
distinctive category of wrongful convictions of women 
and queer people, often in cases where no crime 
actually occurred, by examining historic cases and 
contemporary prosecutions involving pregnancy loss, 
parenting decisions, and queer identity.
– Law Pod UK, 17 August 2026 https://audioboom.com/
posts/8940215-pink-crime-with-professor-valena-beety

DATES
2026:
4–5 September, Queenstown NZ: World Bar 
Conference, hosted by Australia and NZ, in association 
with The International Council of Advocates and 
Barristers (ICAB). Details: https://na.eventscloud.com/
website/93016/
21 Sept, World: International Day of Peace
23 Sept, Brisbane + online: ‘Recognising the right to 
housing?’ Human Rights Law Association discusses this 
right (starting in the ACT in 2027, under its Human 
Rights Act, as well as the right to a healthy environment). 
Speakers: Kevin Bell, ACT HR President and 

Commissioner Dr Penelope Mathew and Lachlan Grant. 
5:15 pm–-6:30pm, Wednesday, 23 September 2026 
(AEST). To register: https://tinyurl.com/y5dn6h5f
20-23 October 2026, Hobart: 21st National Family Law 
Conference.  Hobart Convention and Exhibition Centre. 
Details and registration: https://tinyurl.com/2mtk89t8 
(event sold out in August)
7-8 Dec, Melbourne: 11th Asian Constitutional Forum, 
Constitutionalism in Asia in a Changing World U. 
Melbourne Law School: contact for details: law-
cccs@unimelb.edu.au
10 Dec, World: International Human Rights Day
18 Dec, Australia: Report of Bell Royal Commission into 
Antisemitism and Social Cohesion due
14-15 Dec, Miami USA: G20 meets
2027:
12 Feb, Canberra: Federal law 
conference, 9am-3pm, Hyatt hotel. 
Keynote speaker Stephen Gageler 
(photo) CJ High Court. Details, register: 
https://lawcouncil-2027-federal-law-
conference.eventsairsite.com/
19-21 August 2027, Canberra: Australian National 
Legal Convention: https://tinyurl.com/4bt87are OR 
https://www.lawcouncil.au/alc

Election cycle for Australia:
2026 Victoria: 28 November 2026
2027: NSW: 27 March 2027
2028: NT:  26 August 2028

ACT: 21 October 2028
Queensland: 28 October 2028
FEDERAL: By mid-2028…but possibly earlier (or 
2029, if we go to four-year terms)

2029: WA: 10 March 2029
Tasmania: (probably) on 30 June 2029.

2030: South Australia: 16 March 2030

CLArion is the regular e-newsletter of Civil Liberties Australia 
c/- 51 Ardlethan St Fisher ACT 2611 Australia. Responsibility 
for election comment in CLArion is taken by CLA’s Public 
Officer, William Murray (‘Bill’) Rowlings, of Fisher, ACT. Please 
feel free to report or pass on items in CLArion, crediting CLA 
and/or any other originating source. Contributions to: 
Secretary(at)cla.asn.au  Closing date for this issue was 26 
August 2026.

As we are not a law firm, and are not licensed to give 
legal advice, we do not deal with individual legal or 
similar quasi-legal cases: prisoners and others are 
advised we will not be responding to letters or emails 
asking for help with appeals, for legal advice, for 
recommendations of lawyers to write to, pro bono 
services to consult, or similar requests. We work to 
change laws rules and anomalies for the generic 
benefit of all Australians.

ENDS

Civil Liberties Australia                                  www.cla.asn.au                                          CLArion newsletter, 1 Sept 2026 –    10

https://tinyurl.com/mpc7e2f6
https://audioboom.com/posts/8940215-pink-crime-with-professor-valena-beety
https://audioboom.com/posts/8940215-pink-crime-with-professor-valena-beety
https://audioboom.com/posts/8940215-pink-crime-with-professor-valena-beety
https://na.eventscloud.com/website/93016/
https://na.eventscloud.com/website/93016/
https://na.eventscloud.com/website/93016/
https://na.eventscloud.com/website/93016/
https://tinyurl.com/y5dn6h5f
https://tinyurl.com/2mtk89t8
mailto:law-cccs@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:law-cccs@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:law-cccs@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:law-cccs@unimelb.edu.au
https://lawcouncil-2027-federal-law-conference.eventsairsite.com/
https://lawcouncil-2027-federal-law-conference.eventsairsite.com/
https://tinyurl.com/4bt87are
https://www.lawcouncil.au/alc
mailto:secretary@cla%20asn%20au

