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PM Albanese reveals his failure and 
hypocrisy to the UN
Speaking at the UN General Assembly last 
month, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese – vying 
for a seat on the Security Council – made it as 
clear as crystal that Australia has failed for 80 
years to live up to the commitments nations made 
after World War Two. 
And, in the process, denied generations of 
Australians a ‘bill of rights’, or Human Rights Act.
Speaking in front of the UN in New York on 25 
September 2026, PM Albanese said:

“Eight decades ago…The pioneers who built this 
institution from the ruins of war – proud Australians 
among them – came together to renew and affirm 
their faith in humanity. In the essential and equal 
dignity and worth of every individual.  And in the 
capacity, and indeed the responsibility, of all of 
us to give the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights life and weight and real 
meaning…By engaging in the dialogue that builds 
trust and deepens understanding. And backing 
those words with actions.”             
(Emphasis added)

Yet again, he repeated his misleading mantra, from 
numerous major speeches, which remains unfulfilled:

“Australia is a nation built on fairness and 
opportunity, (a nation) that promotes equality and 
respect for all people. We work to prevent conflict, 
protect civilians and defend the rules that protect us 
all. We uphold international law, including the 
UN Charter, and support bold practical reform to 
ensure the UN can best fulfil its mandate into the 
future.
“Mr President, Australia’s purpose in its relations with 
the United Nations is clear and our approach is 
principled. …We champion the rights, 
sovereignty and agency of all. Australia 
helped create the United Nations to build something 
better, for all of us.

NO, we aren’t.  NO, we don’t.  NO, we haven’t. We 
Australians, almost alone, don’t have legislated rights.
You, Mr Albanese, most of all, don’t live up to your 
claims or your promises, your weightless words. You 
personally have consistently refused to implement a 
Human Rights Act for Australia across your 30 years as 
an MP.

…despite 75% of Australians wanting legislated 
protection for their rights and liberties, which was the 

original purpose of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (Amnesty poll, December 2025).

…despite your Labor Party’s platform consistently 
calling for a Human Rights Act for decades, all the 
while you have been in Parliament (latest, conference 
Adelaide July 2026).

…despite your Caucus MPs being overwhelmingly in 
favour…and all the Greens and most of the Teals, 
and many other individual MPs (ongoing CLA 
personal contacts).

For once, Prime Minister of Australia, put principle ahead 
of politics: back up what you say you’ve done – and 
actually do it. Back your words with actions. To 
support the UN and its Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, legislate a Human Rights Act for Australia now.
If you don’t, your Security Council bid will be undermined 
by opponents painting the candidacy as monumental 
hypocrisy by an imposter claiming an unproven, camera-
fronting-only commitment to the vital work of the United 
Nations.

– quotes from Australia’s National Statement, New York 
USA: speech Friday 25 September 2026

Sign on to show you believe Australia 
should have a ‘bill of rights’
CLICK here to:  Sign your support for a Human Rights 
Act.
The petition is being sponsored by thousands of 
individuals and more than 100 organisations in a 
partnership developed by the lead team of the Human 
Rights Law Centre, Amnesty International Australia and 
Civil Liberties Australia in cooperation with the Australian 
Human Rights Commission.
The petition calls on the Australian Prime Minister and 
the Attorney-General to pass a law so every person in 
Australia has equal rights.

Time for restoring the little guy’s rights, 
according to Kohler
Writing about growing inequality in Australia, ABC 
finance presented Alan Kohler traced the demise over 
two decades of the relative power of the individual 
Aussie to the benefit of corporate executive greed.
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“In other words, the evidence 
suggests that Australia's 
businesses have been milking the 
economy.
“They have used the collapse of 
union power to suppress wages, 
while using their own oligopoly 
power to increase prices and 
spend the proceeds on fully 
franked dividends and buybacks 
to support share prices and 
executive salaries,” Kohler wrote.

“The result is declining productivity, rising inequality, 
generational anger, and political polarisation.
“And right now the main, possibly only, basis for 
optimism about productivity — including in the speeches 
at last (month’s) Business Council of Aistralia dinner — 
is artificial intelligence.
“There will not be a return to the reform excitement of 
the 80s and 90s, because the unions are out of the 
game and the players on the field now are bereft of 
ideas and happy to play keep-offs.
“But optimism about AI's capacity to improve productivity 
and living standards is a bit like hoping a bungee jump 
will fix your heart disease — maybe it will; maybe you'll 
have a heart attack and die.”
– Alan Kohler (photo), finance presenter for the ABC, 31 
Aug 2026 https://tinyurl.com/5aewvh2u

Crispin Hull sends a similar warning
“However, that the two-party 
system is seen as not addressing 
the electorate’s cost-of-living 
concerns gives Labor an opening. 
Medical costs are electorally 
sensitive. A promise to add dental 
care to Medicare, for example, 
could win a lot of otherwise One 
Nation supporters away,” says 
lawyer, editor and columnist 
Crispin Hull (photo).
“What will not work is gradualism 
and sleep-walking to electoral 
loss.

“But given Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s 
predilections and caution, that is a very likely scenario.
“Gradualism and sleep-walking can only rest on the 
hope that One Nation will implode. But since the first 
surge in One Nation support eight months or so ago, a 
few inconsistencies and political bloopers from new and 
old One Nation members of parliament and the 
questioning about financial donations have had zero 
effect on the surge.
“Even the extra scrutiny that comes with being the de 
facto opposition and with the prospect of being in 
government are unlikely to shift the voting dial.
“The more that happens the more One Nation 
supporters feel vindicated in their view that they are 
being unfairly victimised by the system.

“For Labor that adds up to a mountain that will require a 
seismic shift on how it projects itself to the electorate. 
Labor has often risen to the occasion in the past.
“Maybe Albanese can repeat Paul Keating’s 1993 
sweetest victory of them all – because right now 1993 is 
the best description of Labor’s position.
“Albanese said, ‘We owe it to history to defeat right-wing 
populism’. But he should not underestimate the 
gargantuan nature of the force he faces. – republished 
from Crispin Hull.com.au

Jack Waterford: ‘Albanese could extend 
and improve…human rights’ 
“One can expect that Labor will hold in reserve, if for 
state elections as much as federal ones, its criticisms of 
Hanson’s actual character, philosophy, and relationships 
with big donors such as Gina Rinehart,” columnist-
commentator Jack Waterford wrote recently.
“If Labor has any common sense, it will be less focused 
on the threat that Hanson poses to ordinary working 
Australians as such. After all, a good deal of Hanson’s 
appeal has been to tradesmen and contractors – a group 
whose support for Labor has been flagging for decades.
“Even an ACTU campaign, given the feminisation of the 
ACTU, would be better focused on her statements about 
women’s rights, including abortion, childcare and 
working from home, the quality of young workers, her 
disdain for education, and her complete lack of 
accountability in managing a party of which she is, in 
effect, president for life. 
“…no one would write about Labor’s record for 
management, efficiency, accountability, and open and 
transparent government.
“If Albanese, one of the worst offenders in this 
administration, means to hang around for a while, or 
means his party to stay long on the Treasury benches, 
he ought to be improving their game.
“He could start with his 2022 election promises about an 
effective ICAC-style body. The present one was 
deliberately neutered. He could show an example with 
government secrecy, and public consultation.
“He could extend and improve, and make more 
independent, some of the traditional watchdogs, 
particularly with audit and freedom-of-information 
functions, and protection of human rights, not least from 
cops, spooks and the immigration militia.
“A future Labor party might depend on processes and 
procedures to retain power. An honest government is 
what’s needed.”

– 25 Aug 2026 Pearls and Irritations, reprinted from the 
Canberra Times. 

CLA statement of free speech in Australia:
“There is no right to free speech in Australia. We need a 
federal Human Rights Act to achieve that right,” the CEO 
of Civil Liberties Australia, Bill Rowlings, said.
“All we have is a High Court interpretation in a legal 
ruling about 'an inferred right to political communication'. 
This waffly twaddle has never been defined, so it is as 
amorphous and robust as a puffball.  
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'We call on the Albanese government to legislate a 
Human Rights Act for Australia, to guarantee our 
individual and group rights to free speech, freedom of 
thought and opinion, to freedom of assembly when we 
want to protest, etc.

Schultz: https://tinyurl.com/ycy3u8h9
“Labor Party members have voted for these rights as 
recently as their July national conference in Adelaide, 
the vast majority of Labor federal MPs want to pass such 
an act as do the Greens and virtually all the Teals. Some 
75% of Australians support us having our own ‘bill of 
rights’, like Canada, NZ, the UK and the USA.
“Only the stubborn PM Albanese and the recalcitrant 
Attorney-General Michelle Rowland are holding out 
against the overwhelming will of the parliament and the 
people.”

– supplied in response to a request by political 
reporter Zac de Silva of Capital Brief in relation to the 
free speech / censorship debate about online free 
speech.

Academic human rights law opponents 
start to ‘see the light’
Two right-wing academics in Australia appear to be 
gradually coming around to realising the primal need for 
a national Human Rights Act after being fiercely 
opponents of one for many years.
Gabriël A. Moens AM is an emeritus (“retired”) professor 
of law and Augusto Zimmermann is professor of law at 
Alphacrucis University College, a former bible college, in 
Australia, and is attached to a centre for faith and 
freedom at an American uni.
Writing about the government trying to rein in the 
excesses of social media companies, they wrote:

“…what about free speech? During the last few 
decades, there has not been a single legislative 
proposal that aimed at extending or expanding free 
speech.
“Whilst each restriction of free speech enjoyed by 
people seems a good decision at the time of its 
adoption, the aggregation of all speech-restricting 
laws means that our society is no longer the 
beneficiary of a free-speech culture.
“Our politicians would therefore do well to reverse 
the steady encroachment upon freedom of speech 
by enacting a Restoration of Freedoms Act – 
legislation that would repeal numerous anti-free-
speech laws that unduly restrict political and public 
expression of political opinions, and restore the 
fundamental right of citizens in a democratic 

society to express such opinions freely and 
robustly, including opinions that directly challenge 
the current status quo or contradict the prevailing 
orthodoxies of our ‘progressive’ political and 
cultural elites.” – article, Spectator September 
2026

But, CLA says, it is impossible to enact a “restoration” of 
free speech and/or freedoms when you never had them 
in the first place.
There has never been a legal right to free speech in 
Australia. No law to guarantee it has ever been passed, 
not in the 1 January 1901 Constitution of Australia or 
ever since.
That is why CLA has been campaigning for decades for 
the federal government to enact a free speech law. It 
seems as if even those on the previously-anti extreme of 
one side of politics are gradually coming around to the 
same opinion. 
Their English as a second or third or more language 
skills may not allow them to understand that you cannot 
“restore” something that never was – guarantees of 
freedoms as contained in a Human Rights Act.
Zimmermann & Moens are the authors of ‘The Legal 
Right to Disobey Law: A Natural Law Approach to Free 
Speech and Civil Disobedience’ (Sidestream Press, 
2026).

Human Rights Committee wants 
‘foundational’ review of surveillance laws
The Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights is 
calling for a wholesale – “foundational” – review of two 
key laws that allow individual and mass surveillance of 
Australian citizens, as well as intercepting any phone, 
email or social media messaging anywhere anytime.
Commenting on the Counter-Terrorism Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2026, the Human Rights Committee 
said it needed more details to be able to assess the 
human rights compatibility of extending, by three years, 
various counter-terrorism powers; extending the 
maximum duration of control orders imposed on 
children; and permitting the use and disclosure of 
criminal history information.

“Extending surveillance and telecommunications 
interception warrants to serious terrorist offenders limits 
the right to privacy. While this measure pursues a 
legitimate objective and appears to be rationally 
connected to the objective, concerns remain with respect 
to proportionality .”
The HRC recommends a foundational human rights 
review of the Surveillance Devices Act 2004 and the 
Telecommunications (Interception and Access) Act 1979.  
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/
Joint/Human_Rights/Scrutiny_reports_list/2026/
Report_10_of_2026

MPs free to cause chaos in Question Time
The House of Representatives Standing Committee on 
Procedure has reported on its Inquiry into disrespectful 
behaviour towards other Members, otherwise known as 
‘Chaos in Question Time’.
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“The inquiry built on work undertaken in previous 
parliaments to raise the standard of behaviour in 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Workplaces (sic, capital 
letters are of great significance to MPs, apparently). 
While progress has been made, cultural change is not a 
project with a defined end.”
They propose a bit more training, for new MPs and MPs 
on the speaker’s list.
In summary, the committee is basically doing bugger all 
to try fix the main problem that besets the perception of 
the Australian people of the quality, integrity and 
performance of the Australian Parliament.
Voters judge MPs on their behaviour as seen in the 
House during Question Time, frequently as reported in 
news or social media broadcasts.
CLA’s submission, made some years ago, was to 
introduce a yellow and red card system, with the 
offending MP(s) booted from the chamber for a few 
hours or days on the vote of the House, and their name 
prominent on their desk, yellow or red card showing 
beside the empty space constantly to the TV cameras. 
The system works in sport: it would rein in the “hackers”, 
the “thugs”, the “bullies” and the “harassers” as well as 
any “dirty” players in the House of Reps equally as well.
We put these types in “ “ quotes because not for one 
second does CLA suggest that the discipline standards 
of MPs is equivalent to that of sports people.

Is alcohol more costly to the nation than 
hard drugs? 
The House of Representatives Standing Committee on 
Health, Aged Care and Disability last month published its 
final report for its inquiry into the health impacts of 
alcohol and other drugs in Australia.
Committee Chair, Dr Mike 
Freelander (photo, MHR 
Macquarie NSW, ALP), said that 
“the true cost of addiction to 
alcohol and other drugs in 
Australia is almost impossible to 
calculate but is measured in the 
tens of billions of dollars. We have 
a responsibility as public 
policymakers to look at how we 
are addressing this and whether 
our current frameworks are fit for 
purpose.”
Dr Freelander said 30 recommendations to the 
Australian government reflected the complexity that 
arose in evidence to the inquiry.
“The committee believes strongly that these changes will 
have a significant impact in reducing alcohol-related 
harms to Australian individuals, families and 
communities,” he said.
But will the government take any notice, CLA asks. It is 
notorious for not responding in a timely way to 
committee reports (the Human Rights major report is 
awaiting a response from the government at nearly 2 1/2 
years…and still counting).

Committee calls for voluntary – not 
mandatory – income management
Legislative instruments (Report 10 of 2026) by the 
Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights
Social Security (Administration) Legislation Amendment 
(Income Management and Enhanced Income 
Management) Instrument 2026
The PJCHR considers that continuing to operate 
compulsory income management does not appear to 
constitute a permissible limit on multiple human rights 
and reiterates its previous detailed recommendations 
(set out in its 2024 Inquiry into Compulsory Income 
Management), including that income management 
should be made voluntary.

Key scrutiny issues: Bills (Scrutiny Digest 11 of 
2026)  https://tinyurl.com/57fjw775
Counter-Terrorism Legislation Amendment Bill 2026

• The committee requested advice from the 
Attorney-General in Scrutiny Digest 10 of 2026 
concerning the necessity of extending the 
operation of various counter-terrorism frameworks 
for a further three years, including stop, search 
and seizure powers, control orders, preventative 
detention and post-sentence orders. The 
committee also sought further information in 
relation to the proposal to extend the maximum 
period of a control order for children aged 14 to 17 
from three months to 12 months.

• The committee does not consider that the advice 
provided provides a sufficiently robust justification 
for either proposal, noting the successive 
extension of these counter-terrorism frameworks 
over more than two decades. The committee has 
drawn its concerns to the attention of Senators.

As well, in relation to the inconsistency regulating 
automated decision-making across Commonwealth 
legislation, the PJCHR is still concerned about 
automating discretionary decisions in the absence of 
adequate safeguards and oversight measures. The 
committee has drawn its concerns to the attention of 
Senators.

Ex-Senator to probe rotten sexual assault 
culture in ADF
Former Australian Democrat Senator Natasha Stott 
Despoja will lead a new, year-long inquiry into sexual 
violence in the Australian Defence Force. 
It will take referrals immediately. give people allegedly 
assaulted immunity around speaking up, hold hearings 
for most of 2027, and report before the end of the year.
Stott Despoja, who has not served in the ADF, says her 
independence from the military provides a "fresh" 
perspective on the issue.
Offical sexual assault reports in the ADF run at one 
every second day…but it is believed the actual assault 
rate is double that, or one a day, but women are 
reluctant to report for many reasons.
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The new inquiry was a key recommendation of the Royal 
Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide, which 
found sexual misconduct was a "systemic issue" within 
the ADF.
The inquiry will investigate sexual assault preventing and 
reporting, and how the ADF is managing efforts to tackle 
the problem in the wake of the royal commission.
Stott Despoja has experience in the field,  She led SA's 
Royal Commission into Domestic, Family and Sexual 
Violence. https://tinyurl.com/42b7j94m

Some legal shorts illuminating change…
Lawyers on the up and up…
“The Australian legal profession stands at just over 
100,000 within an Australian population of almost 28 
million.” – CJ of the High Court of Australia, Stephen 
Gageler: Reclaiming the Founding Vision, inaugural 
(Bernard) Sugerman Lecture, 3 September 2026 
Supreme Court of NSW to mark Volume 100 of the 
Australian Law Journal. https://tinyurl.com/4ftcewmn

New lawyers turn the law more feminine…
NSW Chief Justice Andrew Bell outlined his take on the 
“radically changing” legal system in NSW in a recent 
speech to a legal and civil law conference in Parramatta 
NSW.
“The nature of the legal profession in New South Wales 
is changing quite radically and is very different from 
when I started practice. About two-thirds of solicitors 
under the age of 40 are now female and, from the more 
than 50 admission ceremonies on which I preside each 
year, my feeling is that the ratio of females to males 
being admitted is now at 70:30.”
Discussing AI in the legal “profession” (or “business”), he 
highlighted products which could help the non-legal 
navigate part of the way through the complex protest 
options much favoured by government departments.
“Another product being deployed is the ‘Hear Me Out’ 
model which is tailored to assisting litigants to navigate 
the over 67 different complaint bodies in NSW and over 
300 complaint bodies Australia-wide by ‘processing 
[users’] input to identify the nature of their issue and 
directing them to the most appropriate complaints body 
or process … outlining their options and providing 
actionable guidance on the next steps”. (51)
Reference is to: D Moutopoulos et al, “AI-Powered 
Platforms for Access to Justice: The Case of Hear Me 
Out” [2025] UNSWLRS 13 at 14. See also A Steele, 
“‘Hear Me Out’: UNSW-developed AI Tool Bringing 
Justice to the People Honoured with Award” (UNSW, 28 
May 2025) at <https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/
news/2025/05/Hear-Me-Out-UNSW-developed-AI-tool-
bringing-justice-to-the-people-honoured-with-award>.
‘Legal Profession in Transition: avoiding a tiered 
system of justice’, A S Bell, CJ of NSW  https://
tinyurl.com/yfvt7473

If you need a new friend, try McKenzie
Many people won’t know of the possibility of taking a 
“McKenzie Friend’ into court with you. Here’s a court 

case of interest mainly because of discussion of the 
‘McKenzie Friend’ from paras (15) to (43). https://
archive.sclqld.org.au/qjudgment/2026/QCA26-167.pdf
PS: The world’s original McKenzie Friend, barrister Ian 
Hanger, is alive and well in Queensland.

Should judges run car repair shops?
High Court judge Beech-Jones’ gives the ‘Doyle’ lecture: 
interesting for discussion of:

• the changing role of the judge, from decider or 
fact(s) to predictor of future likelihoods,

• trying to make the government pay for judicial 
education (instead of the ‘industry’, or 
profession), and

• why judges may be better running motor repair 
shops rather than farms and wineries as a 
sideline.

https://www.hcourt.gov.au/sites/default/files/speeches/
2026-09/Beech-
Jones%282026%29JohnDoyleOrationAdelaide.pdf?

ACT takes first steps towards new 
statehood push
The ACT appears to be gearing up to mount a new case 
for statehood.
Here’s the first indication of a full-on inquiry into all 
aspects that need considering.
The ACT Legislative Assembly Standing Committee on 
the Integrity Commission and Statutory Office Holders 
has announced an inquiry to examine electoral 
representation more broadly in the ACT with
reference to:

1. The number of Members of the Legislative 
Assembly required for adequate and fair 
representation of the people of the Territory;

2. The number of Members of the Legislative 
Assembly required for effective scrutiny of the 
ACT Government and proposed legislation;

3.  The number of Ministers required to effectively 
administer the Territory;

4.  The potential for an upper House in the ACT;
5.  The potential for the establishment of local 

councils; and
6.  The financial and parliamentary infrastructure 

impact of a potential increase in the number of 
elected Members.

Chair is the former Liberal 
leader, Elizabeth Lee (photo). 
Others on the committee are 
Andrew Braddock of the 
Greens and the Labor’s 
ambitious Taimus Werner-
Gibbings.
The inquiry began on 11 
September, and is keen to 
receive submissions from 
Canberrans which close on 
30 October 2026.
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Unions show some resurgence
There appears to be a slight  resurgence in the union 
movement throughout Australia. 
For example, there was a rise of more than 14% in 
membership among Unions NT affiliates over the past 
year, United Workers Union secretary Erina Early said.
She was last month re-elected as the Unions NT 
secretary.
Australian Nursing and 
Midwifery Federation NT 
boss Heidi Crisp (photo) 
was elected unopposed as 
the Unions NT president at 
the group’s AGM.
Outgoing president Cath 
Hatcher did not 
renominate for the 
position. Crisp took over 
from Hatcher as the ANMF 
NT branch secretary in 
December last year.
The Unions NT website says it represents 14 affiliated 
unions and more than 15,000 members across the 
private and public sectors. – courtesy of the NT 
Independent (behind paywall) 8 Sept 2026
While there is some regrowth in membership, union 
membership is still in the low teens – compared to about 
50% of workers 50 years ago (ABS figures).

Sue Neill-Fraser’s tongue un-tied: ‘artificial’ 
Parole Board admits incompetence
Tasmania’s Parole Board caved in and withdraw a near 
two-year-old dictate to Sue Neill-Fraser that she was not 
permitted to speak to the media or even regular friends 
and associates about her situation.
Nor was she entitled to claim her innocence, despite a 
conviction, thus denying her a standing legal right that 
the candidate for Australia’s dumbest board did not know 
was part of the state’s criminal law.
Unfortunately, the Attorney-General Guy Barnett does 
not have the power to jail the entire Parole Board, as it’s 
a statutory authority and thereby entitled to act on its 
own wits…or lack thereof.
Instead, Barnett has called in KordaMentha to run an 
independent review of the board’s trio of malfeasance, 
malfeasance and non-feasance.
It created a false document using AI, it tried to impose 
conditions on SNF that breached her human rights, and 
it failed to notify her before doing so and to give her a 
chance to state her case as to why it shouldn’t shoot 
itself in the foot (actually, both feet and the derriere).

Board tells court its secretary used AI to 
create reasons for ‘unlawful’ orders 
The Parole Board admitted before judge Stephen 
Estcourt that it had relied on fake case law generated by 
artificial intelligence to justify a parole condition imposed 
on Sue Neill-Fraser (SNF).

She was convicted in 2010 of the murder of her husband 
on their yacht, moored in the Derwent, and served 13 
years in jail before being let out on parole four years 
ago.
The conviction is one of the most contested in Australia’s 
history, ranking up there with the type of forensic 
incompetence evident in the Chamberlain ‘Dingo took 
my baby’ case at Uluru, and with the more recent 
Folbigg case of wrongful imprisonment for two decades 
over the sudden deaths of her children.
SNF has had two Tasmania Supreme Court appeals: the 
most recent ruled 2-1 against her (the same margin the 
Supreme Court of Victoria ruled against Cardinal George 
Pell before the High Court ruled 7-0 in his favour).
If ever SNF’s case reaches the High Court – twice they 
have mysteriously refused to grant her special leave to 
appeal, in their own interests but not in hers – there are 
about 10 flashing red lights in the transcripts of her 
original trial and the appeals that should have the self-
serving, workload-reducing top Australian judges 
squirming on their elevated bench, doing a bewigged 
and gowned twist in uniformed unison with their heads 
hung in shame. 
The review will examine the board’s professional 
standards, if it can find any operating at the time of 
official state abuse of its probably most abused citizen, 
Neill-Fraser.

‘Hallucination’ silenced SNF for nearly two 
years…and us
AG Barnett was forced to act when a Supreme Court 
ruling officially quashed a condition preventing Neill-
Fraser from speaking to the media, supporters, friends 
and colleagues about her claimed innocence.
That included CLA: we have supported her for about 15 
years, and are now members of all four categories the 
Parole Board denied her contact with.
Judge Estcourt found the condition was invalid because 
it denied her procedural fairness, was legally 
unreasonable and created uncertainty. And the board 
had relied on a document citing fictitious – fabricated, 
invented, made up – case law that was likely the result 
of “AI hallucinations”, the judge noted.
The board later conceded its secretary had used AI to 
prepare the document officially ordering SNF stripped of 
her human rights, denied free speech and not permitted 
even to maintain her own opinion on her own behaviour, 
which only she knows about. https://tinyurl.com/
mvpk5w4n

Lambie nails it as she waits for police 
inquiry to spills beans
Tasmania’s fiery Senator, Jacqui Lambie, hit the nail of 
the head when she suggested the probe into the Parole 
Board was the barest minimum needed in examining the 
Tasmanian legal and justice systems.
She told the Senate, after explaining how atrocious the 
treatment of Neill-Fraser was, that: “The upcoming 
parliamentary inquiry into Tasmania Police, let me tell 
you, (will show that) there is a lot more to be concerned 
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about.”  Australian Parliament Hansard 16 Sept 2026. 
https://tinyurl.com/bd5nt6hp
CLA can’t wait for the Tasmania Police inquiry to reveal 
all, or at least some of the errors, omissions, sins and 
cover-ups of police and the forensic science laboratory, 
the office of the DPP, the government Department of 
Justice and the closed shop that is the legal 
Establishment.
It has been observed that Tasmania is the state which 
fails to pull its fiscal weight, unless you count acting as 
an anchor of the “mainland” as they insist on calling the 
Australian people who are “above” them.

Greens want guardrails against AI misuse
Greens Justice spokesperson, Cassy O’Connor, told 
Tasmanian Times last month that the SNF Parole Board 
case raised “bigger questions, for the Attorney General 
to answer, about the use of AI in a manner that could 
lead to justice being denied to Tasmanians who come 
before the courts. 
“For example, is AI widely used by the Parole Board, or 
a Justice Department that had its funding and staffing 
savagely cut by $68 million across the forward estimates 
in the last State Budget?” O’Connor asked.
“Are there specific guardrails in place for how AI is used 
in the Department of Justice?” https://tinyurl.com/
mtdb7jt7
Quite so: the Parole Board has been caught in the act, 
and is “in jail, on remand” before the inquiry sentences it 
to a at least half capital punishment, CLA suspects.
But the real problem lies in the Tasmanian government 
department and agency incompetencies we don’t yet 
know about.
That’s where Barnett should be asking KordaMentha to 
focus the bright lights of transparency and public 
exposure.
And, of course, Barnett should sponsor a Human Rights 
Act for Tasmania so people treated as the lowest of the 
low, as Neill-Fraser was by a state statutory authority, 
can get their free speech and the right to hold an opinion 
reinstated within a month of being taken away, rather 
than waiting nearly two years for the obvious eventual 
restoration.

WARNING: Where else? Probably all over 
And what does this Tasmanian case say about every 
other jurisdiction in Australian, from the NT through to 
the Australian Parliament?
Almost certainly similar errors have been made across 
the board, throughout the nation. Who is inquiring into 
where and when other decisions of government and its 
agencies have been made using AI without proper 
checking?
There are probably a thousand quangos who have used 
AI without their customers / clients knowing, from public 
trustees through hospital boards from energy sellers to 
rates review bodies…and so on?
All of them need to be asked the questions now that are 
being asked of the Tasmanian Parole Board.

High Court supremo warned a year ago that 
judges can’t keep up with AI
Speaking late in 2025,  it was obvious the bombshell 
critical report of the lazy, incompetent, law-breaking 
Parole Board of Tasmania (PBT) came as no surprise to 
Australia’s top judge, Stephen Gageler of the High 
Court.
The PBT had illegally, incompetently and using AI to 
present “hallucinatory” precedent cases silenced Sue 
Neill-Fraser for nearly two years, not allowing her to talk 
to media or even friends and ordering she was not to 
hold a legal opinion at odds of the PBT. Judge Stephen 
Estcourt gave them short shrift.
Gageler said 12 months ago that the country’s judges 
were facing an "unsustainable phase" of artificial 
intelligence being used in litigation.
Judges were forced into being "human filters" of 
machine-generated or machine-enhanced legal 
arguments, he said at the first day of the Australian 
Legal Convention in Canberra in 2025.
AI-produced evidence, submissions and legal research 
by both self-represented litigants and legal practitioners 
was on a rapid increase, he said. The pace of 
technological advancement was outstripping the 
capacity of human decision-makers to fully assess risks 
and benefits which comprised "existential issues" for 
Australian judges.
Human judgment and discretion was not keeping up with 
legal materials increasingly coming from machines, he 
said, while acknowledging the positive potential of AI. 
https://tinyurl.com/mry47y33
For a good summary of the SNF case, see The 
Guardian (Australia) story, by Nino Bucci, 26 Sept 2026. 
https://tinyurl.com/3rhst6mj

Federal govt discriminates against NT 
The federal Labor government has extended a scheme 
which sees part of the Centrelink payments of 30,000 
Northern Territorians compulsorily quarantined for 
essential items, despite many experts claiming the 
practice is discriminatory.
Social services, Aboriginal organisations, politicians and 
human rights groups have raised the alarm over a 
federal government extension to compulsory income 
management via the BasicsCard, despite a 2022 
election promise to abolish the system, which also 
blocks the purchase of items like tobacco and alcohol.  
https://tinyurl.com/hrzhcs2v
Stronger anti-corruption law welcomed
A move in Victoria to beef up their inquiries with more 
powers is welcome, according to an expert in public law 
at the Uni of Melbourne.
“The Victorian government has introduced legislation 
expanding the jurisdiction of its the Independent Broad-
Based Anti-Corruption Commission (IBAC),” associate 
professor William Partlett wrote last month. 
“This comes on the heels of the creation of a new Royal 
Commission that will investigate allegations of vast 
corruption in the construction sector.
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“The IBAC reforms are not perfect. They overly limit the 
ability of IBAC to investigate past conduct and do not 
expand IBAC’s power to hold hearings in public. Despite 
these issues, they are vital for fixing Victoria’s 
governance crisis,” he said.
“Perfect must not be the enemy of good, and they must 
be passed.”
“Taken alongside the royal commission, they allow 
Victoria to begin to tackle one of the root problems in its 
failing governance culture: the blatant disregard for long-
standing Westminster conventions by premiers, 
ministers, and public servants.
“These conventions are more than just relics of a bygone 
time. They are responsibilities of public office that 
underpin our democratic system by ensuring the people 
can hold their officials to account. They also help to 
safeguard good governance,” Prof Partlett said. https://
tinyurl.com/3v33eup9 (First posted in The 
Conversation).

BRIEFS
$4.3m allocated to test drugs at music festivals
NSW is providing $4.3 million for drug checking 
services at about NSW music festivals from this month, 
after a 12-month trial and independent evaluation. 
Sydney Uni found the trial reduced risks and harms 
associated with illicit drug use for festival attendees, 
who gave a small sample of substances they were 
planning to take to health staff to test for purity, potency 
and adulterants. More than 1800 individuals visited the 
services: about 1500 drug samples were tested. Under 
the new funding, amnesty bins will be available within 
the drug checking space for service users to safely 
dispose of their drugs if they choose to do so. https://
tinyurl.com/4vpj2px6. Trial report: https://tinyurl.com/
ymnjv8zk

NT justice system is path-etic, CLA says
A 17-year-old boy who police allege stabbed a man to 
death in Tennant Creek three months ago has faced the 
NY’s Youth Justice Court charged with his murder, Elsie 
Lange has reported for the ABC. Prosecutors asked 
Judge Carly Ingles for a three-month adjournment. the 
reason? The NT’s permanent forensic pathologist was 
on leave. The case will return to court in December. 
Prosecutors say they cannot guarantee a post-mortem 
report will be complete by then. CLA says that any 
jurisdiction in Australia with hopes of becoming a state 
should have more than one pathologist, and at least one 
on duty 24 hours a day. https://tinyurl.com/3vcmsxc2

Civil Liberties Australia’s main activities – 
September 2026
We mainly concentrated on meetings flowing from the 
need to re-brief people about the need to confirm 
proposed second tranche legislation which will finally put 
completely in place the No Rights Without Remedy 
(NRWR) improvements to the Human Rights Act (ACT).
After 22 years experience of using the first HRA in 
Australia, the ACT jurisdiction has committed to 

improving the law slightly to benefit everyone, citizens 
and the ACT itself.
We held in-person meetings about the potentially 
updated and improved ACT HRA with:

• Fiona Carrick, Independent MLA, 
• Chiaka Barry, Shadow Attorney-General
• Elizabeth Lee, Shadow Minister for Education re 

ACT HRA and opportunities to include in 
curriculum, and

• Rebecca Vassarotti and Leader Jo Clay, Greens, 
re ACT HRA.

We followed up key players interacting with the ACT 
Department of Justice and Community Safety 
(JACS), which is drafting the legislative changes to 
improve the ACT HRA, after taking submissions 
under the project title: Discussion Paper ‘Tribunal 
Pathway for Human Rights Complaints’. CLA lodged 

its submission in late August.
NT: 
In Darwin, CLA member and 
barrister Alistair Wyvill SC was 
able to brief Luke Gosling 
(photo), MHR for Solomon in the 
NT on the ramifications of a 
federal HRA with particular 
reference to the impact and 
further possible effect on the 
Northern Territory, where it could 

have special influence.
Unlike the ACT, the NT does not have a law on human 
rights, which could see special considerations in the 
arrangements and finances between the Australian 
government and the NT government and people. Pic: 
Matilda Colling ABC.

Federal:
We also met with Matt Smith, MHR for Leichhardt 
(Cairns-based), re the federal HRA.
CLA (President Dr Kristine Klugman) also ‘attended’:
Forum: Protecting Human Rights in a Time of Global 
Conflict: Conversations at the Crossroads, Wheeler 
Centre, Human Rights Law Centre CEO Caitlin Reiger; 
international human rights law scholar Emeritus 
Professor Spencer Zifcak
Forum on the four-part Red Lines Package of legislation, 
which is being introduced across both Houses of 
Parliament by Dr Sophie Scamps MP and Senator David 
Pocock, to put binding legal limits on Australian 
weapons, public money, investment and trade being 
used or which may be used to support genocide, war 
crimes, crimes against humanity and illegal occupation.

INTERNATIONAL
Prisoners freed early to make cells available
About 700 prisoners are leaving jails early in England 
and Wales on 1 October to free up jail space.
About 2550 will have been released by the end of 2026, 
according to the government's early prison release plan.
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Next year, prisoners who committed increasingly more 
serious crimes will be released at the halfway point of 
their sentences, whereas the usual parole release is 
at about two-thirds of the full sentence.
Prisons in England and Wales are running at 97% 
capacity, with the latest Ministry of Justice figures 
showing the number of available spaces across the 
male prison estate at its lowest this year, with about 
1500 free spaces only. https://tinyurl.com/2du9mdbv

Courts treat rape, sexual assault uniquely
Every Crown Court in England and Wales is setting 
aside at least one courtroom especially to hear rape 
and serious sexual offence cases over the next two 
years.
The changes aim to encourage more victims to come 
forward, providing private entrances and waiting 
rooms as well as facilities equipped to pre-record 
evidence and observe sentencing remotely.  
Courts will in future prioritise rape and serious sexual 
offence cases.
Such trials will get a fixed date as opposed to being on 
floating lists where they can be moved at short notice 
and delayed by many months.
Previously, victims of rape and serious sexual offences 
felt they were navigating a system that did not consider 
their needs for tailored support. In 2025, rape cases took 
an average of 424 days to complete once they reached 
the Crown Court, with too many victims withdrawing 
before their case was heard. https://tinyurl.com/2vhjsfyy

ODD SPOT: Punished for sleeping during 
speech by judge King
A 15-year-old fell asleep during a field trip to a Detroit 
USA courthouse while a judge talked about his career.
The judge, Kenneth King, according to the student’s 
lawsuit, responded by ordering her to be detained for 
hours in a holding cell, handcuffed, dressed in a jail 
jumpsuit and subjected to a fake trial streamed on the 
internet during which he threatened to send her to 
“juvie,” scaring her with, as the lawsuit put it, “vulgar 
stories of beatings and feces.”
The US Sixth Circuit recently rejected Judge King’s 
argument that his conduct was entitled to absolute 
judicial immunity and allowed her lawsuit to proceed.
 – By Adam Liptak, chief legal affairs correspondent of 
The New York Times and the host of The Docket, a 
newsletter on legal developments; 27 Aug 2026 (behind 
paywall). 
PS: The student is seeking more than $100,000 in 
damages.

US Supreme weighs how to thaw frozen 
$5bn from a quarter of a century ago
Last month was the 25th anniversary of the 11 
September 2001 (9/11) terrorist attacks in the USA, 
which is a reminder that Supreme Court judges are still 
deciding legal fallout from the event.
Since May, the court has received three petitions for 
review related to the attacks, including two involving the 

federal government’s effort to withdraw from plea 
agreements reached with some of the men accused of 
planning the attacks. The men claim the federal appeals 
court that allowed the withdrawal did not have the 
authority to make that decision.
The third petition comes from, among others, family 
members of 9/11 victims. Specifically, it addresses their 
effort to access $5 billion in frozen Afghan funds held at 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. https://
tinyurl.com/57hm99j2

International briefs
Govt allocates funds to 
train ‘baby barristers’
In England, the Ministry of 
Justice has pledged some $3m 
a year to help fund up to 100 
additional pupillages (practical 
training of barristers) annually in 
criminal law to boost the ability 
to support legal aid work. The 

money is on top of the existing matching-funding 
scheme run by the Council of the Inns of Court (like 
Australia’s bar associations) but has a narrower focus. 
Justice minister Sarah Sackman (photo) said: “This 
major initiative will help train the next generation of 
criminal barristers who are essential to upholding the 
rule of law and delivering swifter justice for victims.” 
https://tinyurl.com/bdfw2kvs

US federal employees paid $13.3 billion not to 
work in 2025 under DOGE effort
The Trump administration paid federal employees $13.3 
billion not to work during 2025, part of the president’s 
plan to reduce the size of the federal bureaucracy and 
government spending, according to a new estimate last 
month from a congressional watchdog. The Department 
of Government Efficiency’s (DOGE, run by Elon Musk) 
program to shrink the federal work force through 
deferred resignations increased the use of paid 
administrative leave by 435% during the first year of 
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President Trump’s second term, the Government 
Accountability Office said. That represents a sixfold 
increase since 2023. – by Eileen Sullivan, NYT, 16 Sept 
2026 (behind paywall).

DATES
2026:
7-8 Dec, Melbourne: 11th Asian Constitutional Forum, 
Constitutionalism in Asia in a Changing World U. 
Melbourne Law School: contact for details: law-
cccs@unimelb.edu.au
10 Dec, World: International Human Rights Day
18 Dec, Australia: Report of Bell Royal Commission into 
Antisemitism and Social Cohesion due to be handed 
down
14-15 Dec, Miami USA: G20 meets
2027:
12 Feb, Canberra: Federal law conference, 9am-3pm, 
Hyatt hotel. Keynote speaker Stephen Gageler (photo) 
CJ High Court. Details, register: https://lawcouncil-2027-
federal-law-conference.eventsairsite.com/
19-21 August 2027, Canberra: Australian National 
Legal Convention: https://tinyurl.com/4bt87are OR 
https://www.lawcouncil.au/alc

Election cycle for Australia:
2026 Victoria: 28 November 2026
2027: NSW: 27 March 2027
2028: NT:  26 August 2028

ACT: 21 October 2028
Queensland: 28 October 2028
FEDERAL: By mid-2028…but possibly 

earlier (or 2029, if we go to four-year terms)
2029: WA: 10 March 2029

Tasmania: (probably) on 30 June 2029.
2030: South Australia: 16 March 2030

CLArion is the regular e-newsletter of Civil Liberties 
Australia c/- 51 Ardlethan St FISHER ACT 2611 
Australia. Responsibility for election comment in CLArion 
is taken by CLA’s Public Officer, William Murray (‘Bill’) 
Rowlings, of Fisher, ACT. Please feel free to report or 
pass on items in CLArion, crediting CLA and/or any other 
originating source. Contributions to: 
Secretary(at)cla.asn.au  Closing date for this issue was 
26 Sept 2026.

As we are not a law firm, and are not licensed to 
give legal advice, we do not deal with individual 
legal or similar quasi-legal cases: prisoners and 
others are advised we will not be responding to 
letters or emails asking for help with appeals, for 
legal advice, for recommendations of lawyers to 
write to, pro bono services to consult, or similar 
requests. We work to change laws rules and 
anomalies for the generic benefit of all 
Australians.

ENDS
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