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Above: Noor Blumer, Tim Vines and Kristine Klugman
preparing for a winter Board meeting.

Highlights of 2014:

As in past years, we made numerous submissions to government committees and similar bodies. In keeping with a
Board decision two years ago (when CLA made 39 submis-

There were hopeful signs during 2014 that the youth of Aus-

sions in one year), in 2014 we scaled back submissions:

tralia are starting to demand more of their politicians and

however, there are still 16 listed below as made in 2014, and

bureaucrats, just as they are deciding to volunteer and help

we contributed numerous smaller statements in less formal

out in the community more frequently than in the past three

correspondence with government bodies. At 16 submissions

decades. It could be we are seeing signs of a re-awakening

a year, we eﬀectively have the equivalent of one person

of community spirit, one that will lead to much-increased

working virtually full-time for government(s) for no reward to

membership of bodies like Civil Liberties Australia. Early

CLA if our comments, criticisms and positive suggestions are

signs are good, and we will be doing everything we can to

just ignored. Unfortunately, at the federal level and in relation

encourage more membership and involvement by younger

to anything to do with terrorism, police or security services

people in future activities of CLA.

powers, ignorance is the strong suit of MPs on committees.

People are also increasingly getting their information from

What is even more galling is the annually repeated charade

hand-held devices, phones and tablet-pad devices. This

where politicians and public servants in early-December dis-

shows up in our website logs, and suggests the need for an

patch requests to civil society groups, like CLA, requiring

altered or additional approach by CLA to communicating our

submissions by the third week of January. The MPs and

policies, comments and opinions. For a number of reasons,

senior bureaucrats then go oﬀ on holidays, frequently over-

including serious illness and medical treatment, our quick

seas, from mid-December to late January, graciously permit-

responsiveness was slowed in 2014, but we still managed to

ting unpaid volunteers like our members to work through

issue media statements or comment at the rate of about one

Christmas and New Year holidays to meet the artificial time

a week. We respond to Frequently Asked Questions at a rate

demands and constrictions created by a callous thought-

of about eight a week, so that there is no shortage of com-

lessness and disrespect for the Australia people.

ment emanating from CLA: the challenge is how to disseminate it to the right people at the right time, anticipating the
development of major issues where possible.
When Civil Liberties Australia began, in late 2003, our aim
was to influence policies, laws, rules and regulations before
they were set in stone by politicians and bureaucrats. While
that remains our primary aim, the means of trying to achieve
it has to constantly take account of how fast-moving and
global modern attitudes and initiatives are. Terrorism is a
good example: what a government in Europe or North American decides today may well become the policy of the federal
government, or of a state, tomorrow. The counter-liberties
forces of repression, represented by police and security
agencies, have the constant ear of governments because
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they peddle threat and fear: politicians like these twin shadows because impending doom is easier to sell than hope and
prosperity, and the necessary financial settings to get a society towards those twin pillars of hope.

As many federal government committees take no notice of
civil society submissions anyway, it can be viewed as a

To save us from manufactured doom and perceived gloom,

waste of time to try to guide their deliberations in a more

all politicians need to do is fund ever-more police wearing

sensible manner. The worst oﬀender by far is the Parliamen-

ever-more armour with ever-more weapons in ever-bigger

tary Joint Committee on Intelligence and Security, PJCIS.

vehicles and ever-increasing surveillance on citizens. To cre-

Unfortunately, that committee has the running of all security

ate prosperity and realise our hopes, politicians have actually

and anti-terrorism bills. It is peopled by operatives with past

to balance competing business forces in the economy, man-

experience in clandestine aﬀairs of government, and its pro-

age discordant squeals from states and territories, and pro-

cesses and thinking are the exact reverse of an open and

duce innovative ideas and thinking to advance Australia rela-

transparent process. It listens, if at all, with one tin ear only.

tive to other national economies. Heightening fear is much

Ideally, a body in such a pivotal position would have a better

easier.

representative mix of MPs, and would itself balance the perspectives of people who want their lives to reflect freedom
against those public servants of uniformed and secretive
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bent who basically seek to watch and control every citizen so
that they might possibly fluke upon someone about to do
harm.
Bodies like ASIO, the Australian Federal Police, the NSW
Police and other shadowy groups have proven less than
wholly competent in most overt public situations like monitoring the Lindt Cafe siege perpetrator, in the Muhamed Haneef aﬀair, in tipping oﬀ foreign authorities to the Bali 9 so
they faced execution in Indonesia, and in analysing and preventing bikie shoot-em-ups. Given their poor track record, it
is incomprehensible why people elected to parliament take
the greater proportion of their advice from uniformed and
security personnel who might not be retaining their jobs in a
true performance-based bureaucracy. Many of these secret
and secretive agencies are personality-based disfunctionalities: the NSW Police Force and its own internal surveillance
of each other over many years, as revealed in public hearings, indicates the depths of internal law-breaking to which
agencies are prone in Australia, without corrective action by
MPs. To assume that the federal sphere in uniformed, plain
clothes and security operatives is any diﬀerent from what has
happened in NSW is simply putting one’s head in the sand.
The PJCIS process has become a continuum of anti-freedom, -liberty and -privacy laws churning through, sausagelike. One inquiry ends and morphs into the next, which has
as a basis a new way to spy on citizens and steal looks into
their private communications. For the security services to be
able to – allegedly – catch the few, all citizens must give up
traditional liberties. Each new law places subtle extra limits
on the freedoms, liberties and privacy of Australians doing
nothing wrong, for the benefit solely of making working life
easier for police and spooks who have a track record of failures which far outweighs successes.

Left: The
PJCIS in
session:
Andrew
Nikolic (Lib,
Bass Tasmania) is shown with Bill Rowlings of CLA and Dr
Lesley Lynch of the NSWCCL during a hearing in 2015. –
Network 10 pic

In any other business but parliament, a dubious committee
which doesn’t appear to Civil Liberties Australia to reflect the
desires for personal liberty and minimal surveillance of the
majority of Australians, which is shielding – and acting on the
advice of – incompetent agencies would itself be disbanded.
In a nation which valued liberty and freedom, a diﬀerentlyCivil Liberties Australia Inc, A04043

composed committee would ask much more probing questions of agencies whose prime aim is to gain control over the
communications of all citizens in some Kafkaesque bargain
where the people are the losers.
When parliament and its committees have the focus and
emphasis wrong, it is time for citizens to speak up and demand better performance all round. Only when Australians
speak up in much greater numbers will balance be restored
to “terrorism” policy and laws.
We as an organisation must explore new ways to encourage
more individuals to speak up, and more young people to join
groups like Civil Liberties Australia and become active. As
youth starts to take more interest in what is happening in
society, it is time they took more responsibility also. There are
frequently comments that the people you most see at the
rallies keeping alive the light of freedom, liberty and protest,
are the older and the bolder, gray-tinged and walking more
slowly these days. As a generality, the young – and particularly those in their late teens and early 20s – are noted by
their absence.
There are wide-open opportunities for young Australians to
make a name for themselves in the field of liberties, rights
and freedoms.

Things we achieved, or didn’t achieve, in 2014:
In Tasmania, with the help of other groups, we led the campaign which convinced a new Liberal government to introduce the Right To Appeal law enacted in South Australia in
2013. We thank Attorney-General, Dr Vanessa Goodwin, for
being prepared to listen and act, and Dr Bob Moles of South
Australia for his achievement in convincing that state’s Attorney- General, John Rau, to introduce the ‘Right to Appeal’
legislation for the first time in Australia. On 22 December
2014, Henry Keogh was able to use that legislation to be
freed from prison after more than 19 years of being wrongly
convicted on bad forensic evidence. We were supportive,
over many years, of the campaign to get a new trial for
Keogh. We will be campaigning for a Royal Commission in
the state so that many legal, forensic and political figures in
SA can answer questions about why they and “the system”
kept Keogh wrongly in jail for so many years.
Unfortunately, Susan Neill-Fraser remains in Risdon Prison.
We hope that the new law (above) can be enacted in Tasmania in 2015 and she can be freed from jail this year. She is in
the sixth year of a 23-year sentence, with 13 years non-parole, for murdering her husband: there was no body, no plausible motive, no witness, no confession, no murder weapon
despite imaginative claims made by the DPP in court. Her
DNA was not found on a glove used to clean up a “murderscene” as the jury were told, and someone else’s DNA was
found at the scene, but that person was allowed to deny ever
being present. See the CLA website: http://www.cla.asn.au/
and search for Sue Neill-Fraser for articles.
In Tasmania, State Director Richard Griggs was also successful in leading a battle against the worst elements of antiA N N U A L R E P O R T 2 0 1 4 – 3

discrimination legislation and proposed defamation laws out
of kilter with the rest of Australia. He also wrote to all MPs
and candidates before the 15 March state election, advising
them about CLA concerns and asking for their viewpoints on
key issues.
In Western Australia, we continued to work on the Robin
David Macartney case. Two Australian forensic experts, Prof
Barry Boettcher and Dr Brian McDonald, believe from their
analysis of DNA found on murder scene items that Macartney did not – could not – have committed the sexual murder
of Lalita Horsman on a Geraldton beach in December 1999,
for which he is serving a life sentence (he has cancer, and is
not expected to see out 2015). The WA Attorney-General,
Michael Mischin, refused to accept their claims, and sent the
relevant files to England for a UK forensic expert to carry out
an ‘independent’ study. After receving advice from the UK
expert, AG Mischin refuses to grant Macartney, who is dying
of cancer in jail, a new hearing. Mischin will not release the
independent report of the UK expert: CLA and others contend that it is an expert opinion which should be open and
transparent and should be able to be examined by Boettcher
and McDonald. FOI inquiries indicate that the ‘independent’
analysis undertaken in the UK was accompanied by copious
two-way email traﬃc and, in one instance, by the provision
apparently of a “draft” supplementary report by the independent expert. CLA questions how an independent expert can
ever provide a “draft” report: what he produces is either a
report, or is not a report – it should never have a “draft” status. CLA’s WA Director, Rex Widerstrom, has also been very
active in prisoner and prison reform issues, in working with
Indigenous people in the north and mid-north of the state,
and in keeping close watch on the sometimes over-the-top
statements of police and transport ministers.
In South Australia, working cooperatively with Dr Bob Moles
of Networked Knowledge, we helped to stage and create a
positive result from a three-day Symposium on Miscarriages
of Justice. This very successful event produced a plan for a
10-year campaign for Better Justice. The campaign may be
run in conjunction with the Association In Defence of the
Wrongfully Convicted, an organisation based in Toronto
Canada, and with Professor Kent Roach of the University of
Toronto. He will return to Australian in late-2105 for a criminology conference, again in Adelaide. Tentative planning is
for all of 2015 to be used to produce a strategy and plan for
the long-term Better Justice campaign. Canada is a likely
partner because it has federal and provincial legislatures and
laws, just as Australia has federal and state diﬀerences. More
details will be provided to members in the CLArion newsletters during 2015.
National Media Spokesperson, and Vice-President, Tim Vines
was successful in convincing dozens of police and security
agents, who are studying for higher degrees at ANU in the
strategic and policy area, that civil liberties are important and
need to be taken account of. The Board believes CLA does
its best work when it engages with people who do not think
like we do! Tim was also instrumental in helping a committee
of the NSW Parliament produce a seminal report on how best
Civil Liberties Australia Inc, A04043

to counter claims of the anti-vaccination brigade…while ensuring they retained a right to free speech.

Above: Dr Bob Moles and Prof Dr Stephen Cordner of
the Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine at the
Adelaide symposium.
We held a rally outside Parliament House in Canberra against
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement secrecy, and we
continue to fight on that front, with admirable research work
and article writing being done by member Pauline Westwood.
We appeared as guest speaker at a trade union conference
in Darwin (Rob Wesley-Smith did the honours), and Erina
Early was instrumental in furthering CLA’s good name among
union membership in the NT.

Submissions:
Australia:
Freedom of Speech (Repeal of section 18C) Bill 2014 – CLA
said: The best defence of free speech is more free speech.
Australian Press Council: correspondence re Sue Neill-Fraser
reporting
Migration Amendment (Protecting Babies Born in Australia)
Bill 2014
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
Amendment (Classification Tools and Other Measures) Bill
2014
Recognition of Foreign Marriages Bill 2014
Inquiry into incident at Manus Island Detention Centre 16 to
18 February 2014, including:
– Death of Reza Berati, Iranian national and asylum
seeker in Australian custody, and
– Australia’s failures to respect Mr Berati’s human rights
and to protect to him
Inquiry into the National Security Legislation Amendment Bill
(No 1) 2014 (Note: there were 3 such amendments)
- Letter to the High Court as a result of the above inquiry
Use of Subsection 313(3) of the Telecommunications Act
1997 by Government Agencies to Disrupt the Operation of
Illegal Online Services
Disputes between taxpayers and the Australian Taxation Office, with particular regard to:
A N N U A L R E P O R T 2 0 1 4 – 4

•

collecting revenues due

•

fair treatment and respect of taxpayers

Inquiry into comprehensive revision the Telecommunications
(Interception and Access) Act 1979
Review of the Trade and Foreign Investment (Protecting the
Public Interest) Bill 2014
Crimes Legislation Amendment (Unexplained Wealth and
Other Measures) Bill 2014
NSW:
Inquiry into the Promotion of False or Misleading Health-Related Information or Practices (submission to the NSW Parliament’s Committee on the Health Care Complaints Commission)
Law Reform Commission submission:

Four CLA members at the 2015 Lionel Murphy Oration at the
ANU: President Dr Kristine Klugman, the year’s orator Prof
George Williams, V-P and National Media Spokesperson Tim
Vines and Ernst Willheim.

Media report
The past year was another successful year for raising the
profile of Civil Liberties Australia (and, of course, civil liberVictoria:

ties!). With Richard Griggs in Tasmania running a number of

Tattoo Parlours Bill

excellent campaigns, most of the National Media Spokesper-

Tasmania:

son’s time was spent addressing the further erosion of our

Anti‐Discrimination Amendment Bill 2014
ACT:
Crimes (Sentencing) Amendment Bill 2014
Among the Australian bodies we made submissions to were:

freedoms and rights at a national level.
While 2013 was all about Edward Snowden’s revelations and
mass surveillance being conducted by the NSA and its ‘five
eyes’ partners, 2014 saw the threat from returned ‘jihadists’
and ‘foreign fighters’ being used by politicians to engage in
further anti-terrorism ‘hyper legislation’ (as CLA member and

•

Senate Legal and Constitutional Aﬀairs Committees

•

House Standing Committee on Infrastructure and
Telecommunications

introduced new restrictions on our speech, the free press,

•

Senate Foreign Aﬀairs, Defence and Trade Committee

searches and the ability for spooks to disrupt entire comput-

•

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Tax
and Revenue

er networks (such as a whole university or workplace net-

•

and the parliaments of NSW, Victoria and the ACT

National Security Legislation Monitor unfilled (indeed the

UNSW Professor, George Williams terms it). This legislation
guilt by association, detention without charge, warrantless

work) all in the name of ‘national security’. With the role of
Government wanted to abolish it) and most Parliamentarians

Among members who wrote or co-wrote submissions were:
Umberto Torresi, Dr Joan Greig, Dr Terence Dwyer, Anthony
Dickson, Pauline Westwood, Arved von Brasch, Rhys Michie,
Phil Schubert, Tim Vines. Richard Griggs, Bill Rowlings and
Dr Kristine Klugman. We are always looking for members
keen to write submissions – please make contact with the
Secretary if you would like to contribute.

willing to sacrifice liberty for a modicum of security, it was left
to CLA and other NGOs to campaign against the three
‘tranches’ of “national security” legislation. (In passing, we
note that the government of the day is better at choosing the
names of laws rather than actually making them fair and equitable).
Unfortunately, the first two of these tranches passed the

Fees
The key change in 2014 was an increase in subscription fees,
as reported in last year’s annual report. The increase was the
first and only rise in 10 years. The increased subs income
has allowed us to build a ‘bank’ during 2014 in anticipation of
some major lines of expenditure in 2015 on advertising and
promotion.The Board does not anticipate fees will rise again
for a number of years.

Senate. However, in 2015 we will continue to fight against the
worst elements of the final law, which will impose a mandatory data retention scheme on all Australians… a scheme you’ll
be charged a ‘surveillance tax’ by your ISP to pay for.
In 2014 CLA was quoted in dozens of print and online articles, on local and national radio stations and in several live or
pre-recorded TV segments. Outside anti-terrorism laws, we
provided comment on police use of stun-guns, the EU’s
‘Right to be Forgotten’ ruling, anonymous travel in an age of
OPAL and Myki transport cards, CCTV cameras and the

Civil Liberties Australia Inc, A04043
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rights of anti-vaccination promoters. On the last topic, I was

•

a December 2013 opinion piece in the Hobart Mercury

particularly busy, providing written and oral evidence to a

outlining the dangers in legislating for mandatory jail

NSW Parliamentary Committee inquiry into the promotion of

terms for peaceful protesters: http://tinyurl.com/

false and misleading health practices. Information on this

q3zxvss

inquiry can be found on our website.

•

convening a round table meeting of concerned organi-

CLA’s outreach program continued to keep us busy. In 2014,

sations. The meeting resulted in a joint statement be-

we had significant engagement with the Australian National

ing drafted by CLA which attracted signatures from 22

University, supervising an ANU Law intern, going head to

organisations from unions and groups representing

head with the Deputy AFP Commissioner during a Masters-

lawyers, Tasmanian Aboriginals, gay and lesbians and

level security studies class, and assisting undergraduates

environmentalists: http://tinyurl.com/obysbp2

with other special projects. We provided advice to members
of the public and answered numerous questions from school

•

vote against the Bill. The petition secured over 2,400

students. Many of our answers can now be found on our
website.
In a coup for CLA I was selected by the EU Commission as

signatures: http://tinyurl.com/k2oc8oc

•

hope to learn more about the various treaties and bodies
which protect human rights in EU, knowledge that will be
useful for our campaigns on data retention and a Bill of

an August 2014 opinion piece in the Hobart Mercury
making the case against mandatory minimum prison

an oﬃcial visitor for their EU Visitors Program, along with
only one other Australian. In 2015 I will visit Brussels and

drafting a petition to the Upper House asking they

sentences http://tinyurl.com/pqdqvkp

•

CLA’s Tasmanian Director Richard Griggs speaking at
a large public rally in the Hobart City Hall protesting
against the proposed laws: http://tinyurl.com/kcpre8s

Rights.
Finally, CLA continued to lead on the issue of gene patents,
assisting MP and CLA member Melissa Parke (ALP, Fremantle) prepare legislation to protect the rights of individuals to
access their own genetic information; of doctors to treat their
patients without fear of a law suit and of scientists to work
with the fundamental building blocks of life. With the secret
Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement due for competition in
2015 we will continue to fight the ever-tightening IP ratchet
which undermines our right to health.
– Tim Vines, National Media Spokesperson and
Vice-President

Tasmanian report
March 2014 saw the election of the Tasmanian Liberal Party
to government after 16 years in opposition. A delegation of
Tasmanian members of CLA met with the new Attorney General, Dr Vanessa Goodwin, following the election to raise
concerns relating to specific Liberal election commitments
including pledges to abolish suspended sentences and create Tasmania’s first mandatory minimum prison sentences.
CLA argued there is evidence that suspended sentences do
work to deter reoﬀending and that mandatory sentencing
does not.
As the year progressed the issue that began to dominate
most of CLA’s time in Tasmania was the Workplaces (Protection from Protesters) Bill. The Bill would have created mandatory three month jail sentences for people who twice gathered on public land to protest in a manner that slowed or
hindered a business vehicle.
CLA’s main contributions to the campaign were:
Civil Liberties Australia Inc, A04043

ABOVE: Hobart Town Hall Rally: Richard Griggs is second
from right in the front row of speakers, which includes
former Senator Bob Brown and barrister and CLA
member Greg Barns on the left – Alex Lewisham photo.
The campaign successfully achieved some, but not all, of its
aims. The main success was having the Upper House successfully move amendments to the Bill to remove the mandatory prison sentences.
A new campaign in 2015 will be needed against a second of
the Tasmanian Government’s election commitments to reduce freedom of expression – the pledge for Tasmania to go
it alone amongst Australian States and Territories and once
again allow corporations to sue individuals for defamation.
– Tasmanian Director Richard Griggs
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Webmaster’s report
This year was one of consolidation for the website after some
major changes that were made the previous year. The main
website is now a responsive WordPress site that utilises a
wide range of features.
During the year there were over 230 articles published on the

the Board is considering a possible switch of emphasis in the
marketing area.
As regards income, donations continue to be a significant
source. The Board is grateful to members and others who
can dig a little deeper in their pockets to help facilitate the
ongoing work of Civil Liberties Australia.
– Treasurer Phil Schubert

website and it now has some 390 comments made on those
articles. Members have also contributed 36 opinion pieces
during the year.
The electronic Annual General Meeting (eAGM) 2014 attracted a 56% member participation rate, in line with the normally
high participation by members in the eAGM.

Membership
Membership since CLA’s inception (10 Dec 2003):

During the year the website recorded some 37,000 visits who
Year

Financial Members
at 31 December

2004

17

2005

62

2006

121

2007

169

Treasurer’s report

2008

224

The first rise in subscriptions for a decade appeared to cause
a minor drop-oﬀ in membership in 2014. However, the precise eﬀect was hard to measure, as our targeted program for
new members was in suspension for 2-3 months during the
year due to illness of a key person. At the end of the year, the
funds available showed a tidy increase.

2009

244

2010

304

2011

259

2012

267

2013

302

The main drop in expenditure occurred in the ‘travel’ budget.
With the cost of travel and accommodation a major element
in expanding CLA’s reach, there will always be years of higher and lower spending, depending on how widely throughout
a vast land we take our message personally. For the most
part, CLA operates electronically to cut costs to a minimum,
but there are times when some physical meetings and attendances to brief and lobby politicians and attend conferences
are needed. For example funds expended in 2013 in lobbying
appear to have resulted in the second state agreeing to
adopt the ‘Right To Appeal’ law, which was one of the
Board’s main aims in 2014.

2014

264

viewed some the pages on the website over 60,000 times.
The use of mobile devices to view the website has also continued to increase.
– Director and Webmaster Lance Williamson

The increase in printing costs reflects some expenditure on a
new printer, as well as the cost of printing copies of CLArion,
the monthly newsletter. CLArion is sometimes used as a
promotional tool and printed hard copy in full colour to be
available as a handout for special events and in targeted
briefings. For these reasons, the cost of printing can vary
from year to year. For many years, CLA has benefited from
‘donations’ of equipment on which there was heavy CLA
demand.

CLA
Civil Liberties Australia
Box 7438 Fisher ACT 2611 Australia
Email: secretary@cla.asn.au
Web: www.cla.asn.au

Postage costs rose in one leap when it was decided to take a
separate PO Box in Hobart. Australia Post also decided to
increase its stamp price from 65c to 70c: as CLA marketing
is partially dependent on direct mail, CLA’s future marketing
expenses will continue to go up. For that and other reasons,
Civil Liberties Australia Inc, A04043
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History:
An organisation concerned with civil liberties (Council for
Civil Liberties of the ACT Inc) existed in the ACT in the 1970s,
80s and 90s. Mostly, it was organised and managed by Mr
Laurie O’Sullivan, a barrister at the Sydney and Canberra
bars who also had extensive involvement with the Australian
Public Service Board over many years.
In the late 1990s, the organisation’s management changed
and Mr Jon Stanhope became prominent as president. He
went on to a political career, and to be Chief Minister of the
ACT for a decade. After Mr Stanhope went into politics, the
organisation lapsed, being formally de-registered by the ACT
Registrar-General in the early 2000s period.
A new organisation with a diﬀerent name to distinguish it
from the earlier body – Civil Liberties Australia (ACT) Inc. –
was created when a properly constituted meeting of the interim board resolved to apply for registration under the Associations Incorporation Act 1991 of the ACT.

ACT, nine years earlier. In June CLA’s oﬃcial Secretary, Public Oﬃcer and CEO, Bill Rowlings was awarded an OAM for
‘services to civil liberties and human rights’. Mr Rowlings was
also honoured as ACT Senior Australian of the Year in 2010,
in both cases for his work with Civil Liberties Australia. The
webmaster entirely revamped the CLA website, giving it a
improved ‘look and feel’ while converting to a software system easier for non-specialists to work with.
In 2014, fees increased for the first time in 10 years. It was
again diﬃcult to maintain membership levels due to the illness of the main volunteer working in that area, so that numbers dropped. While numbers were slightly down, the Board
husbanded resources ready for more promotional activity in
2015. The President and the CEO/Secretary embarked on a
project to record the history of civil liberties in Australia: work
was largely completed on the Tasmanian and Northern Territory histories during the year.

The Certificate of Incorporation was stamped by the ACT
Registrar-General on 10 December 2003. Dr Kristine Klugman OAM was the inaugural President.
At the 2004 AGM, Mr O’Sullivan was voted the first honorary
life member and patron of CLA. He died in October 2004.
Mr John Marsden, a former president of the NSW Council for
Civil Liberties and of the NSW Law Society, later became
patron. He died in May 2006.
In March 2007, the AGM agreed to change the organisation’s
name to Civil Liberties Australia Inc. (dropping ‘ACT’ from the
name) to reflect the reality that the organisation was having
an impact and drawing a response in other States and the
Northern Territory of Australia. The AGM also agreed that
voting on important issues like board positions and constitutional change could be handled electronically. CLA was
therefore one of the first organisations to come to grips with
the electronic age for membership/voting.
In 2009, an electronic Annual General Meeting (eAGM) was
held for the first time. In 2010, the organisation moved to a
fully electronic database for membership and financial management, which was consolidated and became fully operational in 2011. In the same year, CLA held its second (twoyearly) e-ballot for Board positions, and the third eAGM,
making us probably the leading incorporated entity in managing its formal business electronically.
The year 2012 saw appointment of the first non-ACT-based
Director, Rex Widerstrom of WA, and consolidation as the
enterprise began to enter its first ‘matured’ phase. Also, the
Board planned for an expansion phase through 2013 by way
of marketing and promotion.
In 2013, CLA’s second director from outside Canberra,
Richard Griggs, joined the Board, and the Tasmanian CLA
group was refreshed and reinvigorated. On 10 December
2013, CLA celebrated its first decade in existence. That
same month, for the second time, the organisation reached
more than 300 members throughout Australia (with a few
overseas), from 17 members at the same time, only in the
Civil Liberties Australia Inc, A04043

VALE:
Vic Adams, ACT: Vic was a CLA Director in 2006 and 2007
Bethany Frances Griggs, Tasmania
Honours:
Bill Stefaniak, an ACT member, was awarded an AM in the
2014 Australia Day honours.
Marriage:
Two members of the Board of Civil Liberties Australia married
each other on 29 March 2014. Saskia Vervoorn and Timothy
Vines married in Nelson, New Zealand.
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Above: Tim Vines (foreground) giving evidence before a hearing, in Parliament House in October 2014, called by Senator
Scott Ludlam and others to fight against the worst aspects of
data retention proposals.

Below: President Kristine Klugman in October 2014 with former ACT Chief Minister and recently-returned Administrator
of Christmas Island, Jon Stanhope, with the Civil Liberties
Australia ‘Liberty Tree’ they jointly planted on 10 December
2011 at the National Arboretum in Canberra.

Above: President Dr Kristine Klugman (centre) speaks
with The Guardian Canberra political correspondent
Gabrielle Chan (left) and Greens Senator and legaljustice spokesperson Penny Wright, a new CLA
member, in December 2014.

Right: CLA member
Adele Stevens with
one of our signs at
the anti-Trans
Pacific Partnership
rally organised by
CLA outside
Parliament House
Canberra in February
2014.
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Note: Accounts are yet to be signed oﬀ: members will be advised if
there are any changes to the accounts, or Notes to be attached.
None are expected.
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